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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


This essay explores my understanding of the professional social work role in relation to safeguarding children at risk. Safeguarding is a core responsibility within social work practice, requiring practitioners to balance the protection of children with the provision of support to families, while working within clear legal and ethical frameworks. In Wales and across the UK, safeguarding practice is underpinned by key legislation including the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (SSWB(W)A) 2014, the Children Act (CA) 1989 and Children Act (CA) 2004, alongside Welsh safeguarding legislation and statutory guidance such as the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act (SVG) 2006 and the All Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP) (2019). These frameworks establish the legal duties of professionals and agencies to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.
I will reflect on how these legislative and policy frameworks inform my understanding of professional accountability, inter-agency collaboration, and ethical decision-making in social work practice when supporting children who may be at risk of harm, abuse or neglect.
Building on this framework, my understanding of the professional social work role in safeguarding children is grounded in both statutory duties and professional values. The SSWB(W)A 2014 places a clear duty on local authorities to promote the well-being of children and to take preventative action where there is a risk of harm (Welsh Government, 2014). SSWB(W)A 2014, S130, specifically defines a “child at risk” and requires practitioners to report concerns without delay. Similarly, the CA 1989, S1 establishes that the child’s welfare is paramount and outlines duties under S17 (children in need) and S47 (child protection enquiries). The CA 2004 further strengthens multi-agency cooperation, reflecting the reality that safeguarding is a shared responsibility. In Wales, the SVG Act 2006 supports safer recruitment and prevents unsuitable individuals from working with children, underpinning organisational safeguarding responsibilities. The WSP (2019) provides clear guidance on reporting, strategy discussions, and child protection conferences, ensuring consistency in practice across agencies.
Reflecting on these frameworks, I recognise that effective safeguarding requires more than procedural compliance. Munro (2011) emphasises that social work practice must balance professional judgement with bureaucratic requirements, highlighting the importance of critical thinking and reflective practice in assessing risk and making defensible decisions. Furthermore, Thompson (2018) stresses the significance of anti-oppressive practice, reminding social workers to consider how poverty, discrimination, and inequality may increase vulnerability while avoiding blame-focused approaches. Safeguarding duties also align with professional standards set by the Welsh government: Social Care Wales (SCW) 2019, which require social workers to act with integrity, prioritise the rights and well-being of children, and work collaboratively with families and partner agencies.
Overall, my developing knowledge demonstrates that safeguarding children at risk involves the integration of legislation, policy, ethical principles, and professional judgement. It requires confidence in applying statutory powers under the SSWB(W)A 2014 and the CA 1989, effective inter-agency communication as reinforced within the CA 2004, and ongoing reflective practice in line with professional standards set by SCW, and reflective practice theory (Schön, 1983). Together, these frameworks and theoretical perspectives emphasise that safeguarding is not solely procedural, but a dynamic and ethically informed process in which the child’s welfare must remain central to all decision-making.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.

An essential aspect of professional social work practice is the ability to identify children at risk of harm, neglect, or abuse. According to the CA 1989 and 2004, a child is considered at risk when their health, safety, or development may be impaired due to the actions or inactions of parents or carers. Furthermore, the CA 1989, S31 establishes the concept of “significant harm”, which is the threshold for initiating child protection proceedings. Significant harm may arise from physical, sexual, or emotional abuse, neglect, or a combination of these factors, and it serves as the legal benchmark for local authorities to intervene and, where necessary, apply for care or supervision orders. Risk factors may include parental substance misuse, domestic violence, mental health issues, poor parenting capacity, social isolation, or previous safeguarding concerns (Thompson, 2018). Recognising these factors requires careful observation, assessment, and professional judgement to distinguish between temporary challenges and ongoing risk to the child’s welfare.
Effective safeguarding requires that practitioners remain vigilant to both obvious and subtle indicators and are confident to escalate concerns according to statutory guidance, in line with (WSP, 2019).
Establishing preferred outcomes of safeguarding interventions is crucial for children, families, and carers. Interventions should aim to ensure the child’s immediate safety, promote long-term well-being, and strengthen family resilience where possible (Firmin, 2017). Engaging families in the safeguarding process can facilitate positive change and reduce the likelihood of repeated harm, while clearly communicating the outcomes helps manage expectations and supports transparency (Schön, 1983). For carers with support needs, safeguarding interventions may also involve linking to services that improve parenting capacity or address underlying vulnerabilities, thus reducing risk factors and promoting stability.
In adult safeguarding, legislative frameworks such as the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) 2005 Mental Health Act (MHA)1983 (amended 2007) and the SSWBWA 2014, S126 guide decision-making when individuals may lack capacity or require intervention to prevent serious harm or risk of abuse. While adults are presumed to have autonomy, interventions must balance protection with respect for choice and consent, particularly when assessing risk or providing support. Understanding the interplay between child and adult safeguarding legislation ensures that social workers can make informed, legally compliant, and ethically sound decisions across different client groups (Brandon et al., 2012).
Ultimately, identifying risk, recognising indicators of harm, and establishing clear outcomes are central to safeguarding practice. These processes are guided by the CA 1989, S31, the SSWB(W)A 2014, the MCA 2005, and the MHA 1983 amended 2007, which enable social workers to intervene effectively, protect vulnerable children, support families, and maintain professional accountability.
Safeguarding is a complex, multi-faceted responsibility requiring social workers to integrate legislation, ethical principles, and professional judgement. By understanding the legal frameworks for children and adults, recognising risk indicators, and establishing clear intervention outcomes, practitioners can protect vulnerable individuals while promoting empowerment, family resilience, and long-term well-being.
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