[bookmark: _Int_cWIqzjKI][bookmark: _Int_SZkxvd5I][bookmark: _Int_C2fIayUE]In this study the discussion will orientate around the question how feasible it is to establish cross-cultural influence and the adaptation of myths between cultures? To answer this question, it is necessary to analyse differing case studies from the perspective of different scholars. Including touching upon who these scholars are and where these perspectives might be coming from in-terms of they’re specific specialties. Along with the good points of their study and the possible problems these studies could have. Then finally a consensus of the overall connecting conclusion drawn from each of these studies alongside the issues of answering this opinion focused question. 
[bookmark: _Int_C4s5yGac]This paper claims that the specific theme in mythology known as “the hero’s journey” has become larger than just a simple plot. But has become a multi cultural phenomenon that became a cross-cultural experience. Especially through its usage of different cultures a personification of these cultures through the hero story lens serves as an educational platform for others to educate themselves and explore other cultures. Thereby establishing it’s answer to the question being that it is feasible that cross cultural influence and it’s influences on preexisting myths and uses the hero’s journey plot point as evidence for their argument. This thesis was written by Rebecca E. Evans who is a communication and Marketing specialist who has done a BA and MA on writing, rhetoric and technical communication of which she had written this thesis. The strong points of this thesis and arguments are the strong connections that are made between the modern-day films which are inspired by the original mythology. It creates strong comparing and contrasting points that clearly draw connections to the original story proving this is where the inspiration came from including drawing the connecting relationship between the two stories and how they might share similar story plot points to one another. This clear and straightforward theory, example, connections, difference's structure provides a clear and understandable framework with strong evidence and comparison-based arguments. Examples of this strong connection-based evidence is her conversation about the boom in popularity of mythological creatures and the inclusion of these creatures in a modern literature known as Percy Jackson. The swift set up of the discussion and then the subsequent examples and evidence make her arguments clear and easily understood and set up. Secondly, she allows her audience to connect emotionally and or personally to this concept such as by using modern day concepts such as worldly uncertainty along with developing ideas in society and science. She does this by empathising the ancient world fears with similar modern-day fears especially regarding those of trying to understand how the world came to be and works. Further developing this idea and empathy for the period of which these myths were made by explaining much like modern day stories, books and movies. The ancient world made these stories in order to explain how the world functions and or has come to be. This strongly connects to the audience and allows that connection between eras to form and lets the audience understand and draw more connections between cultures through a shared sense and want for understanding of which many cultures, ethnicities and simply people can relate to. Furthering her point of evidence that cross cultural influence has been a common practice in stories and media for centuries. She primarily cites religious text to prove this point such as her comments repeatedly regarding the Epic of Gilgamesh. Explaining that hero stories like this with themes such as flooding and adverse weather along with people turning into hero’s or even gods are an attempt to reach others with their views and values for how the world works and why these worldly events happen and or have happened. This, furthermore, allows the audience to empathise with these cultures understanding of the world and may even share these ideas with their own cultures. Which further proves the scholars point of cross-cultural input especially by giving such an empathetic and emotional approach to the discussion. 
Now it is relevant to discuss the problems of this source. This thesis comes across issues such as the sensitivity to its subject matter can get lost when placed in comparison to its fictional counterpart. This though can be subjective to some can come across as trivialising and or dismissing the importance and or cultural significance of the accurate and original myth. For example, such as the example used on the Greek gods and Percy Jackson conversion in the second chapter. With representation of these creatures and characters in western media comes issues with accuracy in representation in these creatures and characters particularly if intended to be included in a children’s novel series. With comparing these sources there needs to be a distinction between the literary interpretation of these characters and the actual story which the modern book takes from. There for the audience would not be under the impression Percy Jackson is fully accurate to the sequence of events of the actual myth. Of which especially in children’s media there is a lot of censorship of original mythology especially in Graeco Roman mythology. Due to its heavy often intense material in some of its stories regarding gods not best suited for children or their children’s novels. Which is why a distinction between these two sources needs to be brought up and discussed that though Percy Jackson is indeed inspired by the source material it is not a fully accurate source to the true events of mythology. Secondly, there seems to be an overwhelming usage of specifically Graeco Roman mythology as reference. When reading the thesis, it heavily relies on a specific region of myths for comparison to various forms of media. This poses issues of representation of other cultures popular media and or other countries and cultures mythology for comparison. This makes the study seem like it has a rather narrow point of study and view which can also in addition narrow the scope or the importance or impact of the topic of discussion. In addition to underrepresenting other cultures in this vast overlapping discussion. Especially underestimating their impact on modern media and stories in the modern day. 
The next source being studied is that of a scholar who believes there are relevant problems to be discussed with the concept of what he calls “pluralistic” mythology. Which means the co existence of mythologies. The writer believes that with modern technology development allows myths to be more easily exposed to being less relevant. Along with being manipulated and moulded into brand new narratives that better reflect modern ideology to the point of being lost entirely. Rendering them to be used more as products of consumption or at worst propaganda. Also promoting the theory that allowing cross cultural influences to be integrated into other myths of other cultures makes the original myth less novel. These Theories are put forward by an acclaimed American author, mythologist and professor, Joseph Campbell. He is well known for his works covering the topics such as common themes in mythology such as the “hero’s journey” including philosophical ideas regarding how myths serve as a key function in many societies to provide structure in multiple facets of human understanding. Moving onto the strong points of his argument. Firstly, Campbell has a very alternative opinion especially in comparison to other sources found on the same topic mainly promoting the positive points of cross-cultural influence. He in contrast discusses the possible downsides of being too open to this concept and the potential for negative social consequences if we don’t question the full implications and the whole scope of this topic. It also provides the audience with a fuller discussion in terms of answering such a complex question with multiple facets in terms of social, phycological and scientific impact. Secondly, one can respect his recognition of the positive powers cross cultural influence can have on mythology in a developed generous manner. In comparison some scholars may underplay and or understate the other party's perspective especially in comparison to them discussing their own standing. In addition to providing the audience with a stronger understanding of the discussion on both ends of the spectrum in one text along with clearly seeing the strengths and weaknesses of both arguments on both parties. Finally, now it is relevant to discuss the weaknesses of Joseph Campbell’s argument. Some critics of Campbell’s philosophy argue that his perspective leans towards more European based myth. In addition to coming across as even colonial at worst. This is due to the idea that mythology should be a combined homogeneous mythology. Which could also come across to some as having the intention to suppress other stories in favour of others. This can come across as sanitisation in addition to having a high chance of being highly biased and or even damaging to other cultures experiences that might even be independent to specificity that cultures traditions. Secondly, Campbell seems to have a more conservative view of shared mythology. Especially with his lack of mention of women heroines and an overwhelming focus on men’s sources. This inherently lacks fundamental perspective and depth of argument lacking strength in-terms of multi perspectives. In addition to sharing the belief that myths are essentially the exact same by nature ignores complex storytelling structures and or subversions of typical stories. Including simplifying these stories in the argument by proxy.
In summary, these two authors have two varying degrees of understandings on two completely different end of the spectrum of understanding of the concept of answering the question of how feasible it is to establish cross cultural influence in mythologies. One of them takes a more liberal interpretation of the question. Suggesting that cross cultural influences can be good for learning and understanding other cultures experiences and connection to others on that social level. In addition to taking more of a positive stance on learning these different story telling techniques and ideas and concepts. In order to connect with others on a very human level. However, Campbell takes a very conservative and narrow stance promoting the negative possibilities of we are too open as academics to fully embracing this concept without considering the negative possibilities and or consequences without questioning them. Although, both still had their flaws which were just as different as their stances. The more liberal stance on this interpretation of the topic by Rebecca Evans was the overwhelming focus on pro dominantly the European based mythology rather than expanding that scope with mythology of other non-European cultures including the problematic concept of comparing possible religious based mythology on the fiction that was inspired by it which can lead to issues of cultural sensitivity and or misunderstanding of what actually happened in the story and what did not. In addition to Campbell being overly conservative with his views to the point of narrowing the narrative and scope of the concept of cross culture influence. By oversimplifying the very concept of mythology by promoting the idea all mythology is and should be the same. Promoting issues with cultural biases and lack of diversity and representation along with completely denying the individuality of some preexisting mythology amongst different cultural groups. 
[bookmark: _Int_mxTRkqZb]Overall, to answer this question more liberal interpretations argue that it is more than feasible to establish cross cultural influences in mythology and the adaptations of myths even across cultures. Using evidence such as modern media as an example of this influence of other cultures input, far exceeding even the test of time of this accident practice. However, more conservative scholars may argue that mythology is and or should be a homogeneous concept that is all the same though out cultures therefore lacking in individuality at all. Therefore, lacking in the areas of even cultural diversity. These answers will range depending on the scholar's interpretation and or specific points of study including in their personal understanding of cultural history and diversity itself. 
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