How is design being used to help with the ocean plastic issue?
Ocean plastics are a large and ever-growing issue that our seas are  facing. Whether it is the discarded fishing net or the remains from our single use plastic addiction, the estimated amount of plastic in our oceans are "about 150 million metric tons”1. This estimation was made in 2015 and found in article that goes on to say “the study estimates that accumulation will become 600 million metric tons by 2040”1. Other than wanting to keep our beaches tidy, the real issue is how ocean plastic effect marine life. “According to the United Nations, at least 800 species worldwide are affected by marine debris, and as much as 80 percent of that litter is plastic”2. This article then goes on to state “Fish, seabirds, sea turtles, and marine mammals can become entangled in or ingest plastic debris, causing suffocation, starvation, and drowning”2. It is for these reasons and more that designers are trying to play a role in minimizing ocean plastic. 
Prevention. 
Firstly, we look at what is being done with the idea of preventing more plastic from ending up in the ocean. realistically the only way this can be achieved is by less single use plastic being used for packaging and swapping to the more recyclable options. This starts with Made Thought, a creative collective based in London. From the collective, whose outlook focuses on simplicity came the idea to design an easily recognizable symbol, showing if a product is plastic free. “The world’s first PLASTIC FREE trust mark was launched in April 2018. Iceland supermarket was the first retailer to adopt the mark”3. The marks effectiveness lies both with its ease of recognition and ease to understand. They have gone on from this, working alongside A plastic Planet and Dutch supermarket chain Ekoplaza. Together with this plastic free symbol, Ekoplaza has been trialing “the world’s first plastic free supermarket aisle”3. In the future, we hope this continues to grow in popularity, and that other supermarkets around the UK see it as a viable and necessary option.
Not all supermarkets are bad! Although dwarfed by its competitors Tesco and Asda, Iceland has slowly been generating movement in the plastic free dream. The aim of the company is to be plastic free by 2023. Whether that is just a catchy slogan or a set-in stone target, the company is heading in the right direction to cut down on their plastic output. On the website it states”85% less plastic in our meal ranges”4. Although this statement is slightly misleading in sounding like that’s over all the meal ranges, where its only over the Mumbai Street Co and the Mexicana street food ranges. On the flip side, Iceland is working with the marine conservation charity Surfers against sewage. In this they sponsored the Surfers against Sewage “Big Spring Beach Clean” last year. They have also worked on a few other projects including a bid to reduce food waste by using the surplus bread from Iceland stores, and using it to make beer. “The supermarket chain is donating 10p from every bottle to SAS to help us in our mission to achieve plastic-free coastlines”5. 
Lastly, on the concept of prevention, we look at the company CanOWater. The canned water company that started in 2015 by three friends after returning from Thailand. “A trip to a bottle-strewn beach in Thailand was the catalyst forCanOWater”(6). The clean minimalistic design stands out, only displacing the relevant information in a san serif font in black or white offset from the plain background. Other than this flashy graphic, the material used in the design of the product is the main point.  (Looking for more credible information on the car recycling process)



Correction.
Although the ocean plastic issue won’t stop until we stop adding to it, we already have a task of cleaning up what's already there. From the "150 million metric tons”1 estimated in 2015 it’s fair to stay we have a bit of catching up to do. We now look at the companies and designers who wish to turn this issue into a resource and recycle what has been left afloat. 
The first thing you need to do when you have net to recycle is to break it back down to a raw material. “Fishing nets are commonly made of synthetic polymeric fibers such as high-density polyethylene (HDPE), polyethylene terephthalate (PET) or polyamide (PA)” (7). Bureo is a company that does just this. Based on the cast of Chile, the company started by trying to solve a problem. When fishing nets are old and broken there is limited waste management to deal with them. This leads to the fishermen leaving them in the marine environment where it is degrading the same habitat they dependent on to fish. (8). Bureo’s position changed this as they buy the fishermen’s old nets off them. From this, they transport the sorted nets to their recycling partner in the south of Chile, where the nets are transformed into fully traceable pellets (8). In doing this these materials are back to the start of a lifecycle and can be used instead of virgin plastics. The design aspect of this product comes from what they do with this plastic. Through their website they sell a range of products from skateboard decks to Frisbees. They also have collaborated with companies such as Patagonia, Carver and Future Fins. In this they are replacing virgin plastics in these companies' product ranges, like the brim on a Patagonia cap or the surf fins themselves.  
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