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Element 2 script 
Introduction
Hello. In this video, I will explain the role of the Criminal Case Review Commission. This is an organisation in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. It looks at possible wrongful convictions. I will also talk about one important case they reviewed. (CCRC, 2025)



 Who are the CCRC?
The Criminal Case Review Commission is often called the CCRC. It is an independent body. It is not part of the police or the courts. Their job is to investigate possible miscarriages of justice (Criminal Appeal Act, 1995). That means when someone may have been wrongly found guilty. They only look at serious cases from the Crown Court or magistrates’ courts (CCRC, 2025).

 The case review process
How does the CCRC review a case? First, a person who thinks they are wrongly convicted applies to the CCRC. The CCRC then gathers new evidence or looks for legal mistakes. They have special powers to ask police and courts for documents (CCRC, 2024a). If they find a real possibility that the conviction is unsafe, they send the case back to the Court of Appeal. The Court of Appeal then decides if the conviction should be quashed  that means cancelled. The CCRC does not decide guilt (Naughton, 2012 p,8 ).



 Discussion of a key case ( Andrew Malkinson))
A very important case is Andrew Malkinson. He was convicted in 2004 for a serious assault. He always said he was innocent. He spent 17 years in prison. The CCRC looked at his case several times. At first, they did not refer it. But later, new evidence appeared. There was DNA evidence that pointed to another man (Malkinson v R, 2023). In 2023, the CCRC finally referred Andrew Malkinson’s case to the Court of Appeal. The Court quashed his conviction. He was free (CCRC, 2024b). This case shows how important the CCRC is. It also shows that the process can take a long time and is not perfect (IOPC, 2024).

 Conclusion
In conclusion, the Criminal Case Review Commission helps prevent wrongful convictions. They are not perfect, but they give innocent people a second chance (Samuels, 2023, p,268). Thank you for watching.
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Element 3

UK Immigration and Asylum Law
Problems with the Current System




Introduction

Every year, thousands of people come to the United Kingdom. They are fleeing war, violence, injustice or persecution. They want safety, food and shelter, so they ask for asylum. The UK has laws to control who can stay. Sadly, these laws have serious problems. I will explain how the current system works,

What is the Current UK Immigration and Asylum System?

The UK government makes decisions about who can enter and live in the country. If you are from a dangerous or unsafe country, you can claim asylum. Mostly people from Asia and Africa are coming to the West and the UK to claim asylum. A key change came in 2022, when the government passed the Nationality and Borders Act. This law created two different levels of protection. People who arrive by small boat get less help than those who come with a visa (The Conversation, 2022, para. 4). I think it is an excellent decision. The situation became even more difficult in 2023. Our government issued the Illegal Migration Act. This law says that anyone who arrives illegally must be detained and removed quickly (Illegal Migration Act, 2023, s. 2). In 2025, the government introduced new changes. The new rules mean refugees no longer get permanent protection. Instead, they only receive 30 months to stay and must apply again after that. Family reunion is now very difficult. The government also stopped paying for basic needs like food and housing for some asylum seekers (Migration Observatory, 2025, para. 14; Amnesty International, 2025, para. 10). Still, at the end of 2025, about 80,000 people were waiting for an appeal decision. Many of them had been waiting for years (AIDA Country Report, 2025, para. 27).







Disadvantages of the Current System

  six major problems.

1. Waiting Times are Too Long

 Long waiting times. Asylum seekers often wait years for a decision. At the end of 2025, 64,426 people were still waiting for an initial decision. Another 80,333 were waiting for an appeal (AIDA Country Report, 2025, para. 16, 27), they are not allowed to work (unless they have previous permission), plan their lives, or rent a home properly. This causes severe stress and depression. Children miss school. This is not fair.

2. The Home Office Makes Many Wrong Decisions

  In 2025, the government refused a huge number of initial asylum claims. Alarmingly, many of these refusals were later overturned on appeal. The National Audit Office found that 42% of sampled decisions had ‘significant or fail errors’ (AIDA Country Report, 2025, para. 42). This means nearly half the time, the government got it wrong. Real refugees are sent back to dangerous countries because of a genuine mistake. People who need protection are treated like criminals.

3. The New Rules Do Not Match Human Rights

 Violate human rights. Human rights are the basic freedoms everyone should have. Amnesty International (2025, para. 11-14) said the new laws are dangerous and cross a line. The government is weakening Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights. Article 8 protects the right to family life and private life. The new rules also removed the duty to support people who would otherwise be destitute (have no money for food or shelter). This means a person could become homeless or hungry while their case is being decided. Many believe this violates Article 3 of the ECHR, which bans inhuman or degrading treatment (Amnesty International, 2025, para. 28).





4. No Safe and Legal Routes to Come

 The lack of safe routes. Most people cannot get a visa to travel from dangerous countries. There are almost no safe and legal ways to claim asylum. People pay criminals to make dangerous journeys across the Channel in small boats, rivers, and deserts. Many drown or die from dehydration. The government wants to stop the boats, but by not providing safe routes, it pushes more people to the smugglers. As Steve Valdez-Symonds of Amnesty International (2025, para. 22) stated, this strategy only “deepens chaos, increases costs and hands greater power to people smugglers.”

5. Protection is Only Temporary Now

The  protection is not permanent. It was for life. Now  30 months. After that, you must renew. The government can also send you back if your home country becomes safe. This creates huge fear and uncertainty. The Migration Observatory (2025, para. 17-23) explains that refugees now face a wait of 20 years (it was 14 years before) before becoming eligible for settlement. This destroys stability. You cannot build a life if you might be removed in two years. Children cannot feel safe. There is no plan for the future.

6. Hotel Accommodation is Cruel and Expensive

The las use  hotels. At the end of 2025, about 31,000 asylum seekers were still living in hotels. Hotels were only meant for a few nights. Children cannot play or study properly. Human Rights Watch (2025, para. 14-17) reported black mould, broken plumbing, and families sleeping on floors. The government promised to stop using hotels but has failed to find a better solution.

Conclusion

To summarise, the UK immigration and asylum system has serious structural flaws. The main advantage of the law is that it provides a framework to protect genuine refugees. However, the disadvantages are much bigger. The waiting times are too long. The decisions are often wrong. Human rights are weakened. There are no safe legal routes. Protection is now temporary instead of permanent. The system forces people into unsafe hotels. These problems harm real people who just want to be safe. The system needs major changes to become fair and humane.
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Reflection 1: Country Lines

Description
In a class at my university TSD, I learned about country lines. This is when gangs from big cities make young or weak people sell drugs in small towns. I watched a video about it. My goal was to understand why victims do not run away.

Feelings
Before the class, I thought country lines was only about drugs. I felt okay. During the video and lecture, I felt very shocked and angry. I saw children as young as 13 being scared with knives. After the class, I felt sad. I think any students or person will fell the same.

Evaluation
What went well was the video had real stories. This helped me see the pain of victims. What did not go well was the workshop was too short. I want not to listen more real  story We did not have time to talk about how to help.

Analysis
Things did not go well because I knew nothing about how gangs trap children. The idea of “cuckooing” helped me understand. That is when gangs take over a victim’s home. Fear and lies make victims stay.

Conclusion
I learned that country lines is not just drugs. It is about hurting weak people. Next time, I need to learn more about where victims can get help.

Action Plan
Next time, I will find the names of charities that help young victims. I will also ask my teacher more questions. This will help me understand better.


Reflection 2: Immigration and Asylum

Description
In a lecture session at TSD, I learned about UK immigration and asylum laws. The teacher talked about the 2022 and 2025 changes and start to end how people come to UK. Now refugees only get 30 months to stay, not forever. My goal was to see why these laws are bad for asylum seeker.

Feelings
Before the lecture, I thought all immigration laws were fair. I felt nothing special. During the lecture, I felt surprised and upset. I learned that 42% of asylum decisions have big mistakes. After the lecture, I felt angry. Real refugees get sent back to danger.

Evaluation
What went well was the teacher used numbers and real cases and asked me many questions. This made the problem clear. What did not go well was I did not understand legal words like “Article 8”.  Were asylum siker were to go to get help and their fear of outcome, I also felt tired from so much bad news.

Analysis
Things did not go well because I never studied human rights before specially immigration. But the lecture explained me see that long waits and wrong decisions hurt people badly. Asking question like one to one what next, I was concern Hotels with black mould are cruel.

Conclusion
I learned that the UK asylum system is not fair. It hurts people who need safety. I need to learn more about human rights laws.

Action Plan
Next time, I will read a short, simple guide to human rights before the lecture. I will also write down hard words and their meanings.



Reflection 3: Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery

Description
In another session at TSD, I learned about human trafficking and modern slavery. The teacher said victims are forced to work in factories, farms, or sex work. Many are tricked with fake job promises. My goal was to learn how to spot a victim.

Feelings
Before the session, I did not think modern slavery happened in the UK. I felt silly. During the workshop, I felt very shocked. I learned that traffickers take passports so victims cannot leave. After the workshop, I felt like I want to help. I believe any person or student will fill the same.

Evaluation
What went well how deep law is focusing and how can prevent to harm in practical. We had to find signs of trafficking. That helped me remember. What did not go well was we did not learn how normal people can report trafficking. And more videos how can I help victim or sufferer

Analysis
Things did not go well because the topic is very dark widow was open funny sound been coming from outside. It was hard to stay focused. But learning about “control through debt” helped me understand. Victims owe money they cannot pay back. Some fear of the police.

Conclusion
I learned that human trafficking is hidden but real. Victims need protection, not punishment. I need to learn how to report it safely.

Action Plan
Next time, I will save the UK Modern Slavery Helpline number on my phone. I will also read one survivor’s story to understand their feelings better.


A.I Statement
I can Confirm that all this work has been completed by myself using lecture slides and books and journal articles as explained on the references 
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1. What are Human Rights?

Human rights are basic
entitlements inherent to
every person. They protect
the dignity, freedom, and
equality that form the
basis of a fair legal system.

What do you mean by

the Human Rights Act 19987

The European Convention on
Human Rights s incorporated
into UK law through the
Human Rights Act 1998. This
allows individuals to enforce
their rights in domestic courts,
and it places a legal obligation
on the government to act in

accordance with those rights.

3. Article 2 Other - Right to Life

Article 2 protects the right to life by
imposing both negative and positive
duties on the state. The state must
not unlawfully take a person'’s life,
and conversely, it is required to take
reasonable steps to protect individuals
when threats to life are foreseeable.

Case Example:

In Osman v United Kingdom, the
authorities were held responsible for
failing to prevent a foreseeable threat
1o life, and this case established a
positive obligation on the state to
provide protection (Osman v UK, 1998).

4. Article 8 - Right to Family Life
and Private Life
Article 8 guarantees the right to
privacy, family life, home, and
correspondence. This is a qualified
right, meaning any interference with
it is only justified if it is lawful,
necessary, and proportionate.
Case_Example:
Converselsy, in Campbell v MGN Ltd,
the court affirmed that under Article 8,
confidential information could be misured,
and therefore extended privacy protection
even to individuals who are public figures
(Campbell v MGN Ltd, 2004).

5. What should happen in the
event these rights have
been violated?

Under the Human Rights Act,

individuals in the UK can bring

legal claims before damestic
courts. Where appropriate,
courts may apply a compatible
interpretation of legislation, issue
declarations of incompatibility,
and award damages.
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