

In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues?
Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

To make an audience think, present them with a problem, make them ask questions and show them solutions in order to make a change. Children are an important target audience as they are the next generation and are influenced by their environment. How can we educate children? “In school’s children are exposed to an educational process which attempts to teach skills and facts but has the primary tasks of preparing children to live in today’s society. Such ‘living’ is not merely ‘working’, and education is not just training but should reflect a variety of human activities; practical skills to be used in adult working life and leisure activities such as sports and arts.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  TAMBLING P 1990 Performing Arts in the Primary School (PAGE 2)] 


Theatre is an effective tool to educate; “Arts projects always are and bring with them a context for learning”[footnoteRef:2]. Implementing Performing Arts in schools from a young age develops different skills; communication, problem solving, creative and imaginative skills along with observation, problem solving and social skills. “Many would say that education for such arts seeks out the ‘humanness’ of the child’…’often the performing arts do this, but they also offer a tool for dealing with issues, emotions and ideas that have to do with the individual coming to terms with others (peers, family, society)”.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  TAMBLING P 1990 Performing Arts in the Primary School (PAGE 3)]  [3:  TAMBLING P 1990 Performing Arts in the Primary School (PAGE 4)] 


 “Pupils experience of the performing arts will often come from seeing professional performers on television or, occasionally, through live theatre, and it is important for them to see the link between classroom music, dance or drama and the ‘real thing’.”[footnoteRef:4] This quote suggests that it is important for Children to see Theatre, especially about a specific problem; “It is often surprising how ‘adult’ the thinking about such subjects is. It is true, of course, that when it comes down to daily living, children react in just the same way as adults. Children are as deeply affected by divorce, death, stress in the family as adults are, and when offered the opportunity to discuss such things they will open up”[footnoteRef:5] [4:  TAMBLING P 1990 Performing Arts in the Primary School (PAGE 6)]  [5:  TAMBLING P 1990 Performing Arts in the Primary School (PAGE 24)] 


Our play is about Plastic Pollution; “We live in a plastic era. From the clothes we wear to the food we eat, plastic has become a household staple for families and communities around the world. Given its prominence, and the fact that scientists estimate it takes somewhere between 450 -1,000 years to decompose (some argue it will never decompose), it is essential for us to understand this material.”[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  https://blog.nationalgeographic.org/2018/04/04/7-things-you-didnt-know-about-plastic-and-recycling/)] 

 Our play shows children the importance of change. “Specially devised theatre piece that uses theatre as a means of instruction about another subject eg in science or on an environmental theme … these can be valuable in emphasising the idea that theatre is about ‘life’ and is not only about things that happened in the past or fantasy”.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  TAMBLING P 1990 Performing Arts in the Primary School (PAGE 110)
] 


We present the audience with a Science lesson explaining how plastic is made. This poses questions to Staff watching, what are schools doing to make children aware of problems we face when looking at plastic? “Students are like sponges and observe information well if they learn about it starting at their early childhood education and throughout their school years. They should be aware of the importance of recycling, and therefore I strongly believe each school district should implement into their lesson plans a lesson of recycling in order for the students to begin recycling themselves.  Students should learn about the causes and effects of recycling and from there teach their families of the importance of it if their families don’t contribute to recycling themselves.  They need to know why recycling will conserve a better earth to live in.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://hunblog.typepad.com/hunblog/2010/12/teaching-students-to-recycle-and-why-recycling-is-so-important.html] 

Therefore, our show educates both pupil and staff, having a knock-on-effect with others around. 

Our play is based on ‘Alice in Wonderland’ which makes our story relatable for target audience. Alice goes through a dreamlike sequence using repetition with plastic objects, showing how it accumulates e.g. brushing teeth or drinking water. It makes children think about the amount of plastic they personally use. By showing them that we are placing disregarded plastic in the ‘river’ brings a realisation for audience. “By using reusable drink containers an average person can eliminate the need for 100 disposable bottles per year.”[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  https://utahrecycles.org/get-the-facts/the-facts-plastic/] 


A scene created shows plastic objects stuck in a ‘prison’. Elements of clowning and comedy draws in audience’s attention. The plastic objects explain to Alice reasons for being there e.g. unwashed Yoghurt Pot explains that she is contaminated so can’t be recycled; “But most of the time, a “dirty” recyclable thrown into a public trash/recycling bin doesn’t even have the chance to end up at the recycling factory; it’s determined useless (meaning either too troublesome, to clean, or not capable of generating income from) and lumped with all the other trash that ends up in landfill or the incinerator”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  https://blog.nationalgeographic.org/2018/04/04/7-things-you-didnt-know-about-plastic-and-recycling/ ] 


 We used objects that audience can relate to and might not know can be recycled e.g. toothbrush explains they can be sent to companies to be recycled or alternatives are available such as bamboo; “Plastic toothbrushes. If we listen to our dentists, we should replace them at least every three months. That means we all chuck 4 plastic toothbrushes into landfill each year because they aren’t recycled. That is 40 toothbrushes a decade. Say the average age we live to in the UK is 80 something. That’s around 320 plastic toothbrushes each, and then times that by 66 million.”[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  https://www.anythingbutplastic.co.uk/product-page/bamboo-toothbrush] 


Plastic go on to explain to the audience that China used to take recycling from UK but this has been stopped because we abused the system. “As of January, China has stopped allowing the import of recyclable goods from many countries including the United States… China transforms foreign garbage into consumer products and packaging and sends it back our way… Once in China, bales of plastic waste are trucked off to reprocessing facilities and turned into pellets for manufacturing… In July 2017, China's Ministry of Environmental Protection told the World Trade Organization that it would no longer accept imports of 24 common types of once-permitted solid waste due to contamination concerns.”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/recycling/blogs/soon-cant-ship-recycling-china-thats-problem] 


A landfill is created with comedic puppets to engage and show where the waste goes; “We need to get drastic on plastic” campaigners proclaimed, after new data from Defra revealed that packaging waste recycling levels were lower in 2016 than they were three years prior. Despite 71.4% of UK packaging waste being recycled, the amount sent to landfill has increased by an extra 446,000 tonnes since 2013 – a 15% increase.”[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  https://www.edie.net/news/5/The-UK-s--waste-mountain--in-charts/] 


Alice meets Swans and sees Plastic in the water for the first time. We see Plastic in Swan’s wing and in their home. Alice asks if anyone in power, such as the Queen can help the situation. This asks questions as to what is the Government is doing?  “The UK Government’s long-awaited 25-year Environment Plan pledges to eliminate all "avoidable" plastic waste by the end of 2042, but with businesses and some councils committed to tackling the issue ahead of that timeframe, pressure is growing on ministers to act.” [footnoteRef:14]  [14:  https://www.edie.net/news/5/The-UK-s--waste-mountain--in-charts/] 


“Over recent years several UK Government policies have been put forward to address problems with plastic waste. A four point plan to reduce levels of plastic waste was set out in the Government’s January 2018 publication A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment. The UK and devolved Governments have each introduced plastic bag charges to reduce the number of carrier bags in circulation.” [footnoteRef:15]  [15:  https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CDP-2018-0107] 


Using juxtaposition of a happy tune and sad lyrics, we created a song to represent the Sea. Children see that if we go deeper under the surface of the problem, we see the harsh reality; “The oceans are massive, pulsing, vibrant bodies of water that serve humanity in countless ways—from providing food to enabling commerce to simply being beautiful… The oceans are massive, pulsing, vibrant bodies of water that serve humanity in countless ways—from providing food to enabling commerce to simply being beautiful… More than 50 percent of sea turtles have consumed plastic… Cigarette butts, plastic bags, fishing gear, and food and beverage containers are the most common forms of plastic pollution found in the oceans.” [footnoteRef:16]  [16:  https://www.ecowatch.com/plastic-oceans-facts-images-2436857254.html] 



The idea of a ‘Sea Monster’ presents the audience with a sense of fear which is ‘The Great Pacific Garbage Patch’. The importance of the monster is to make the audience know that the threat people fear was manmade and we’re all to blame. ‘The Great Pacific Garbage Patch (GPGP) is the largest of the five offshore plastic accumulation zones in the world’s oceans... It is estimated that 1.15 to 2.41 million tonnes of plastic are entering the ocean each year from rivers… At the time of sampling there were more than 1.8 trillion pieces of plastic in the patch that weigh an estimated 80,000 tonnes.”[footnoteRef:17] [17:  https://www.theoceancleanup.com/great-pacific-garbage-patch/] 


The tragic effect plastic has on sea life is shown through ‘Shelly the Turtle’. Her Gran dies due to plastic pollution; “Hundreds of thousands of sea turtles, whales, and other marine mammals, and more than 1 million seabirds die each year from ocean pollution and ingestion or entanglement in marine debris… Sea turtles and other marine creatures mistake plastics and other garbage as food (such as jellyfish) and ingest it. This mistake causes blockages within their digestive system and eventual death.”[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  https://www.seeturtles.org/ocean-plastic/] 


“Sea turtle buoyancy disorders, commonly referred to as “bubble butts,” are a growing issue. This condition is often caused by trapped gas inside the turtle’s digestive system. The harmful decomposition of marine debris is believed to be the cause of many of these cases. Sea turtles that cannot properly submerge will have trouble feeding and become more vulnerable to boat strikes, predation and entanglements.”[footnoteRef:19]  [19:  https://www.seewinter.com/plastic-problem-inside-sea-turtles/] 


A court scene asks, who is to blame for Plastic Pollution? Alice is on trial for a series of ‘crimes’ that contribute to the problem, e.g. not reusing a carrier bag. Alice wakes from her dream and is able to answer the Science Teachers question; what is the solution (to plastic pollution)? Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rethink, Refuse and Repair. 
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