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Question:  2. Given the positive environmental impact that Covid-19 is having on the worlds ecosystem, going forward what lessons can be learned by the tourism and hospitality industry to ensure sustainability.
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Introduction
In this essay it will illustrate the impact that Covid-19 had on the environment and the changes brought by it. Covid-19 affected everything from people to plants and this thing was easy to see. Beside the changes made to the environment by it we have some important lessons to extract from the effects that the virus had and they can be use to make the hospitality and tourism industry more eco-friendly and can help it to maintain sustainability. Further in this essay will be examples and definitions for a better understanding of sustainability, eco-system, and Covid-19.

Sustainability and Covid-19
Sustainability can be explained in many definitions because is a term that everybody understands in their own way, in the end reaching the same conclusion. No matter what the definition is used, in the end the conclusion will be that sustainability focuses on the needs people have right now but takes care so it will not affect the needs of the next generations. As said in The Brundtland Report “[Development] that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The big variety of definition is a big thing because anyone can find a definition to understand and to rely on, without any excuses. The term sustainability appears as a part of ethical practices because of the damage that was made to the environment in the race to big profits. So, the sustainability encourages companies to think about the long-term effects on the environment and the change to our day to day life’s, rather than fast big profits with the short-term view. Many companies tried to meet the standard by eco-friendly options like low emission cars, compost, recycling, but the biggest help they receive was one that nobody expected: Covid-19. Covid-19 is a virus that appeared in China and from there was fast spread all around the world creating a pandemic. Even if everyone tried to contain the virus, nobody could do it, so the virus spread on the hole planet and made major changes to the life we all knew. Everybody needed to stay isolated in their homes, the only time that was alright to go outside was for essential things or emergencies. And because of the isolation, without people everywhere, the nature repair itself and manage to reborn from all the damages made. Some incredible changes were witnessed all around the globe and shocked in a good way and manage to raise the awareness that nature needed for a long time. 
Businesses were affected by Covid-19 and hit hard because nobody knew how to manage the virus or hoe to respond to it. All the changes brought by it should be observed to learn valuable lessons that could help to maintain sustainability in the hospitality and tourism industry in the future. Some of the changes made by the virus to the environment that the industry could learn from and the lessons extracted from it are:
 -the beautiful waters of Venice that were so full of boats all the time and so polluted that you could not see anything in the water, were clean after the pandemic, resulting a better water flow and a clear water in what you could see jellyfish for the first time in years. From this we can learn that the industry should find a way to reduce the boat traffic all the time so that the water remains clean and people still can enjoy the rides with the boats
-sea turtles started to lay eggs again in places that they avoid because the crowded beaches were now clear of people, so from now the places that are known to be homes to lay eggs for the sea turtles should be surrounded with signs or fences to keep the distance, and in this way people can enjoy seeing the turtles but don’t interfere with their habits and tourism could rise in new places with the help of turtles.
-clean air because of the low emissions, due to reducing traffic. And know with the help of everyone we can maintain that by reducing further the use of the cars or common transportation
- online sales of organic food, eco food that helps small farms, small business to grow and could attract a lot of people who want to see an eco-farm or where their product came from
Beside the changes made to those mention, Covid-19 show some major problems in a bigger picture or with more interest than usual like:
· Resilience: the losses we face due to being unprepared for situation like these, with no masks or masks that do not respect the standards, poor planning of actions, to little medical equipment and staff. Now resilience is our weapon in the fight with all these changes
· Stimulus must be sustainable: all the governments want to introduce economic stimulus and support packages to keep everyone afloat. In the way to accommodate everyone we need to be sure that we are heading to a more sustainable economy and not to further unemployment and low rates for future investments.
· Inequality is magnified: this pandemic showed everyone how big the difference from the rich and poor is. The biggest hit will take the poor develop countries because of their lack of prepare from medical and economic points of view.
 Conclusion
In conclusion it can be said that even Covid-19 was an unexpected thing that people hated so much because of the restriction they faced, in the end was a benefice factor for the environment. We saw the changes the pandemic made and how the environment blossom in the absence of our interference. Even if the hospitality and tourism industry was affected by it and it will take a time for people to travel like they used to, now some lessons from the pandemic can be put in practice and it will help in the long-term sustainability. For example we need to pay more attention to main attraction places we already have and observe what can be done to make it more and more eco-friendly so that in the future the next generations can see with their own eyes the places their parents or grandparents used to visit. The important lesson is that we get so used with the things as they are that we don not see the bigger picture and the better choices we could make for a brighter future and a more sustainable industry.
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