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Distinctiveness and Regeneration

Introduction 
In the following assignment I will be covering a bit about the history of Blaenavon iron works and how it created cast iron following this would be a history of the Big Pit and my personal experience of attending the museum tour.  
Blaenavon Iron Works
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Blaenavon iron works was the heart of the world heritage site, recognised as representing South Wales’ pivotal role in the Industrial Revolution. Blaenavon’s reach ended up Global. Their iron was used to manufacture train rails to carry trains across many countries such as Russia, Brazil and India. Turning them into a well needed source (Taylor-Davies2013). Blaenavon Iron works opened in 1789. It was a very expensive and very ambitious project. With a total cost of £40,000 to initially start. The Iron works started by employing 300 members of staff that followed their employer from Staffordshire who were mostly iron making experts, with the use of three furnaces they managed to install before opening.
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The furnaces would transform materials into iron. Using iron ore that is transported in, which is a mixed material alongside coke. Coke is a coal which is heated to very high temperatures then cooled using sprays of water. These two materials would then be fed into the furnace at the top then blasted with hot air, this makes carbon dioxide which then turns to carbon monoxide, oxygen is therefore reduced leaving a liquid iron which appears at the bottom of the furnace. When cooled and hardened this iron is known as pig iron. Pig iron is known to crumble and rusts so therefore can be converted to cast iron or refined more to make steel (Scott 2016) The success and growth of this iron industry in the eighteenth and ninetieth century is responsible for the massive growth of Blaenavon itself (BS2019).

Blaenavon Big Pit 
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The Big Pit is a coal mine in Blaenavon, Wales that is now a National Museum. The coal mine in Blaenavon was the heart of the community. Providing jobs to over 1300 men during the early 1920’s. The coal mine therefore helped Blaenavon to not only be known globally by its production but also making one of the tightest communities. Most of the men in Blaenavon town worked in the big pit and the wives of the miners would run the houses and take care of the children. Initially when the big pit started it would have had children male and female as young as the age of six working underground in the mine along with their mothers and fathers. The coal mine regulation act was finally passed on the 4th of August 1842 and as from 1st of March 1843 it became illegal for woman and any children under the age of ten to work underground in Britain (Thompson 2011). This resulted in some families struggling to maintain financial stability, before this regulation act was put into place all members of the family would be working in the mines and earning, whereas after the regulations act, they were limited as to who could attend work. Families that had say a father and three teenage sons would bring in the income of four individuals whereas a family with say a father and three daughters was only able to bring in the wage of one person. This caused a lot of distress and strain on a lot of families when the law finally came in, but this is where the community came together and helped one another through difficult times. Blaenavon Big Pit continued to grow globally and supply all different countries with coal for industries through the industrial revolution, until more fuels where found to be more sustainable and the high demand for coal was ending. The lack of demand put pressure on the government, they forced the Big Pit to close. The Big Pits staff protested against this decision as it was the main place for employment for miles but after a year of strike and the community in a state of poverty they had no option but to return to work and unfortunately not long after in February 1980 the doors of Blaenavon big pit shut for good.   

National museum Big Pit
This museum is visited by thousands of people each day from all different countries and is free to enter. Offering tours of the pit itself and a tour guides who will explain in depth the history of the industry and the employees. The museum also has an onsite café and gift shop.

My visit to Blaenavon
My personal experience at Blaenavon Big Pit was a huge eye opener. I attended the guided tour with a member of staff explaining in depth the history of the mine. On my arrival I was excited to attend the big pit tour and learn about the history as I was intrigued to find out more. I was asked to leave all mobile and battery items behind and got suited and booted with a hard hat, gas mask and a head torch. The tour guide Mr jones took a group of us down the mining shaft that seemed small. As we arrived at the bottom 90 feet down Mr Jones explained a little about the shafts and the dangers the employees faced working down in the mine. Mr Jones explained there was a down wind shaft to allow air through the tunnels for ventilation and an up shaft where it would escape. They also needed to direct the wind to make sure it reached even the deepest parts of the tunnels, for this they used doors to redirect it. This unfortunately was the job for the six and seven-year-old girls and boys that used to work in the mines with their parents. The children would be expected to sit by the door for up to twelve hours a day in the pitch black and open the doors for women directing the horses through with a load of coal and shut them afterwards. Some of the children had the luxury of a candle which where very expensive back in the 1800’s and when the door was opened more times than not the gust of wind would blow their candle out. The use of the candles was a danger as mining coal produces gasses that will explode. Along side the candles the miner’s way of communicating was a huge danger for explosions to as they used two electrical wires. When these wires where connected it would make a buzz, letting the other employees know when to send a load down the tunnel. This electrical current if there was gasses present could be catastrophic. Later a new lamp design was made that had a filter as seen in the images bellow.
[image: ]
[image: ]
This lamp was created after many explosions had already taken place. The Big Pit had an explosion in 1908 killing three miners and another one shortly after in 1913 also killing three members of staff (Lawrence 2002) . This lamp therefore had a filter to allow gasses through but not to let explosions out of its glass. This lamp also helped them indicate if there were any gasses present as the flame would grow or blow in the glass. The miners used to use a bird to indicate danger. An individual used to walk deep into the mines with a bird in a cage and watch the bird’s behaviour. As soon as the bird changed its behaviours due to gasses and lake of oxygen the individual would then report back. 
The tour then took us to the horse’s stables where all the horses where kept for their entire lives from a young age. Mr Jones stated that the horses where never taken back up to high ground after being taken down, even down to medical care the vets would enter the mines and no horse was to resurface. This rule changed after a work conditions act was put upon mines all over Britain that the coal mines would be shut for at least 2 weeks a year. The last week in July and the first week in August. This act meant that the horses would be sent up to normal ground as there wasn’t anyone down in the pit to care for them. This process took a while the horses would have to be blindfolded and introduced to the light again gradually. Then Mr Jones stated the horses got wise to what was happening and as soon as they saw the workers come to collect then they would try and run and escape. 
I found my adventure down the Big Pit was an amazing experience. Shortly after I attended the museum of the Big Pit’s history, which had a lot of information on the employees that worked in the Big Pit as shown in the image bellow. 
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The museum has so much to see and explore therefore I would highly recommend a visit.
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