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Course overview

The module will explore key issues in the philosophy of mind. The central question at the heart of philosophy of mind is: what is the nature of the mind and how is it related to the body? The first half of the module will be concerned with this question and some answers that have been proposed by philosophers. In relation to this part of the module, the focus will be on examining a number of different theories, including substance dualism, mind-brain identify theory, functionalism, behaviourism, and epiphenomenalism. The second half of the module will consider a number of cognate topics, including personal identity, the problem of other minds and the issue of animal minds. Throughout the module we will explore various conceptual issues such as the nature of the ‘physical’, the nature of the ‘mental’, and the various ways in which key notions like ‘consciousness’ have been understood by philosophers.

Indicative reading

- Chalmers, D., The Conscious Mind (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996).

- Maslin, K., An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind, revised edn. (Polity, 2007), selected sections. 

- McGinn, C., ‘Can we solve the mind-body problem?’, Mind, 98, 1989, pp.349-366. 

- O’ Connor, T., and D. Robb (eds.), Philosophy of Mind: Contemporary Readings (Routledge, 2003), selected readings. 

- Parfit, Derek, ‘Personal Identity’ [1971], in Metaphysics: a guide and anthology, edited by Crane and Farkas (Oxford University Press, 2004). 

- Putnam, Hilary, ‘Mental States as Functional States: Hilary Putnam, Psychological Predicates’ (an extract from Putnam’s ‘The Nature of Mental States’ [1975]), in Cottingham (ed.), Western Philosophy: an anthology (Oxford: Blackwell, 2008), pp.256-62.

- Robinson, W., ‘Knowing Epiphenomena’, Journal of Consciousness Studies, 2006, 13, pp.85-100.

- Ryle, G., The Concept of Mind, new edn. (London: Penguin, 2000).

- Velmans, M., and S. Schneider (eds.), The Blackwell Companion to Consciousness (Blackwell, 2007), selected sections. 

- Cockburn, D., An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind (Palgrave, 2001).

- Gertier, B., and L. Shapiro (eds.), Arguing about the Mind (Routledge, 2007).

- Jackson, Frank, Epiphenomenal Qualia’, in Philosophical Quarterly, 32, 1982, pp.127-36.

- Jamieson, D., ‘Science, Knowledge, and Animal Minds’, Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, 98, 1998, pp.79-102.

- Kirk, R., ‘Why There Couldn’t be Zombies’, Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, Supplementary Volume, 73, 1999, pp.1-16.

- Levine, J., ‘Materialism and Qualia: The Explanatory Gap’, in Pacific Philosophical Quarterly, 64, 1993, pp.354-61.

- Pauen, M., A. Staudacher, and S. Walter, ‘Epiphenomenalism: dead end or way out?’ Journal of Consciousness Studies, 13, 2006, pp.7-19.

Indicative content
The course is an online, distance-learning course. There will be one webinar per topic during which you will be encouraged to discuss a particular reading on that topic. 
You will see that there is a specific reading list for each topic, but an indicative overall reading list is provided too. Do not feel restricted to the readings given. There are plenty of online resources available in the library, including online articles accessible through, for example, JSTOR. 

Week-by-week guide

Indicative content – central topics – see Moodle page for 
· Introduction to philosophy of mind; background to the mind/body problem; and substance dualism. 
· Theories of Mind I: interactionism, epiphenomenalism and parallelism.
· Theories of Mind II: philosophical behaviourism.
· Theories of Mind III: functionalism.
· Theories of Mind IV: identity theory. 
· Challenges to Functionalism.
· The Problem of Consciousness
· Animals, Consciousness, and the Accusation of Anthropomorphism
· The Problem of Other Minds
· The Nature of the Self, and Theories of Identity 

Essays must be submitted via Moodle. Once you have submitted via Moodle, please email a copy of your assignment to me.  (If you have any problems submitting your essay via Moodle then please email your essay to me; problems with Moodle will not count as reason for being unable to submit your essay.)
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