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Question 2



The argument for the idea that atheism is a default belief of theism that can be suggested that this is true by theists, however others would contradict this statement by saying that the normal belief before theism occurred was that they would believe there was nothing just living. This begins the argument presented by Baggini in his book an introduction to atheism he suggests that there are many different explanations for the idea presented in the question that atheism is a default for the belief of theism. Baggini also provides the idea that there are a set of beliefs traditionally for atheists. 

Baggini firstly states that some theists believe that atheism is “parasitic on religion,”[footnoteRef:1] he continues by stating that atheism is a negation to theistic belief because atheism and atheists believes that it is atheisms nature to be negative due to rejecting the ideas of religious belief. Furthermore, Baggini states that just because there is a definition for the word atheism it cannot give enough evidence to prove that atheism is negative. The idea of atheism being negative derives from history in the early Christian period the word atheism was a term used to describe people’s enemies.   [1:  Baggini, Julian, (2003) Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Page 7] 


Baggini states there is a story which highlights what has seemed to have happened to atheism, he states that the story begins with facts and ends with fiction, he then mentions the people of Scotland viewed lochs as normal places and that they were like various lochs in the country, “their beliefs about the lake are what we might call normal.”[footnoteRef:2]  Baggini continues mentioning that this does not mean that the people do not have any beliefs however, they might believe that the lake holds fish of normal size and so on. Moreover, others believe that the loch contains a “strange creature”[footnoteRef:3] and this is known to many as the Loch Ness Monster, there has been various stories over the years outlining sightings of the alleged Loch Ness Monster however there is no definitive evidence for these alleged sightings. The story continues as more and more people start believing in the Loch Ness Monster so the numbers of believers to non-believers are noticeably different, this means that the normal view of the idea of the loch as holding normal sized fish is obviously determined the strange view and the non-believers of the Loch Ness Monster are then the minority, there is then a term for the new believers of the Loch Ness Monster which is “Nessies”[footnoteRef:4] and the non-believers term is “Anessies.”[footnoteRef:5] The term Nessies was in the beginning a joke, however as their numbers started to increase this became less, although there was still no evidence of there actually being a Loch Ness Monster. The name also resonates with religion because the terms used for believers for instance Christians, Jews and Methodists were all started in a mocking way however when the numbers of the believers of these religious groups grew it became a term taken seriously for the believers.  [2:  Baggini, Julian, (2003) Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Page 8 ]  [3:  Baggini, Julian, (2003) Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Page 8 ]  [4:  Baggini, Julian, (2003) Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Page 8 ]  [5:  Baggini, Julian, (2003) Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Page 8 ] 


Baggini concludes this story with the question “is it true that the beliefs of Anessies are parasitic on those of the Nessies?”[footnoteRef:6] he answers with no however he states that it is not a matter of chronology but the simple fact the people who did not believe in the first instance would still believe the same if the rise of Nessies did not occur, all the rise of the Nessies did was give a name for people who believe in the unexceptional whereas before it did not need a name because there was not enough numbers to make the Loch Ness Monster have the believers like the do now. This can also be resonate with religion and atheists due to the fact if religion did not grow then there would be no need for the term atheist.  [6:  Baggini, Julian, (2003) Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Page 8 ] 


Baggini adds further to his conclusion by stating that atheists have various beliefs about the world and what is on the world. Atheism and atheists can be said to have various beliefs which do not relate to a God or gods but the world around them and what consists within the world and how everything works. Baggini states that atheism has various different forms of belief on one hand some atheists might believe in naturalism, naturalism can be defined as there is “only the natural world and not a supernatural one.”[footnoteRef:7] He believes that naturalism and not Naturalism (which he believes have stronger views) is one of the core beliefs of atheism. Baggini states that naturalism can fit together with physicalism and these then combine the beliefs of an atheist and the naturalist claims about the ideas of the world that only physical aspects exist in the world and nature. However, Baggini states that physicalism and naturalism does need more information to understand and not assume naturalist atheists are also physicalists.  [7:  Baggini, Julian, (2003) Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Page 4] 


As mentioned above another belief of atheists is physicalism (also can be called materialists) or crude physicalism, Baggini states again that this type of belief that atheist hold can be seen as negative, crude physicalism can be seen as essentially negative because of the belief that the only things which exists are material objects. Although the ideas put forward by a less crude version of physicalism is the idea that the objects that exists are only the physical sciences physics, biology and chemistry. Another way that Baggini outlines of understanding this belief is that they believe that substances exist which means that the items and the stuff of which they are made from are real. He continues by mentioning that physicalism also states that due to only physical aspects being real there is no souls, spirits or ideas, Baggini then mentions that atheists would most likely sign up to this belief. 

Another belief was also outlined by Baggini which eliminative materialism and this is to be deemed as a stronger view, eliminative materialism can be simply defined as that the physical stuff does not really exist either as well as non-physical stuff does not exist. Baggini provides an example of this belief, he states the eliminative materialists believe that there is no such thing as an idea, he continues by mentioning that he thinks that eliminative materialism is difficult to believe in and it is hard for people to deny the existence of aspects that we should ought to believe in. 

Some critics of atheism can be said to be asking what atheists believe in and state that they can be perceived as nihilists who deny the existence of a God or gods and the existence of everything else for instance physical objects. On the other hand, physicalism does not deny the existence of everything, the belief that only physical objects exist for instance the brain and what does not exist is the mental aspect which is connected to the brain. Furthermore, Baggini continues and offers a further example for this which is that there is not love-stuff and physical stuff, and no one thinks that love is an object.

Finally, Baggini concludes with his comments on the beliefs of an atheist and he states that he thinks that “atheists are not crude deniers of all that is not physical, if by “physical” we mean a physical substance.”[footnoteRef:8] He continues to state that atheists only deny a God or gods and not everything in nature or the world. [8:  Baggini, Julian, (2003) Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Page 6] 


To conclude, the idea that atheists are a default belief of a non-theist and that they have their own beliefs, throughout there has been various examples of the beliefs of an atheist for instance physicalism, naturalism and eliminative materialism, also there has been an example provided by Baggini that proves that atheism has always been here but there was no need for a name until the religious dominions gathered the relative numbers needed for others to be noticed as non-believers or atheists, through the story of the Loch Ness Monster and the Anessies and the Nessies. 
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Question 6 


The idea of there being atheistic NRMs has been a topic which could prove surprisingly accurate which means that because there is no belief in a God or gods this could simply mean that this is obviously an atheistic NRM, however there are other aspects which have to be covered to determine whether the NRM in question is an atheistic NRM. Through evaluating and assessing whether the description of the NRM Realianism can be considered to be an atheistic NRM. 

The social context of when the new religious movements which were considered with UFOs should be looked at before because this gives an idea of the different information which was available within popular culture and throughout the world. Firstly, throughout the 1950s up until recently there has been popular culture available to people for viewing all around the world, during the 1950s they used to play on the worst fears of some Americans as stated by Ellis (1995, 83). However due to there being available popular references there was interest in UFOs and ETs throughout 1940s- 1980s, however they still happen today with people mentioning sightings and abductions throughout the world, however the most well-known UFO apparent sighting happened in Roswell, New Mexico in 1947, it is stated that people saw a flying saucer and that it had crashed somewhere in New Mexico, this was one of the first conspiracy theories within the USA. Also, there was a pilot who sighted a flying saucer who was called Kenneth Arnold in 1947 and this was the first widely reported sighting. 

There have been various scholars who have written extensively on UFO groups and that mention about their ideas on UFO groups, for instance Paul Heelas stated that “faith might be placed in solar bodies, the assumption being that utopia will drawn when a particular configuration becomes established.”[footnoteRef:9] Virgil Armstrong states his ideas of UFOs as there being “3 types of UFOs: first, the ‘Guardian Forces’”[footnoteRef:10] this can be established by them being what can be perceived as a the good people who want to protect us from harm, he then states “second, the ‘bad guys’”[footnoteRef:11] again this means that they do not want to look after us and they are out to do us harm, and finally he states “third, the neutral beings”[footnoteRef:12] this means that they do not want to interfere and want to observe. Another scholar also wrote her ideas on UFOs which could been seen as referring to people to discard their religious beliefs which therefore could mean that this is an atheistic NRM, Morrow states “… people have … to overcome criticism of their beliefs and the conditioning of centuries by churches, parents and peers.”[footnoteRef:13]  [9:  Sarah Lewis’ Lecture Slide – Paul Heelas (1996, 74) ]  [10:  Sarah Lewis’ Lecture Slide – Virgil Armstrong (1993, 93-94) ]  [11:  Sarah Lewis’ Lecture Slide – Virgil Armstrong (1993, 93-94) ]  [12:  Sarah Lewis’ Lecture Slide – Virgil Armstrong (1993, 93-94) ]  [13:  Sarah Lewis’ Lecture Slide – Morrow (1993, 86) ] 


The Raelians was started by Claude Vorilhon (1946) who was a French journalist and he lived in Vichy, France, on the 13th of December 1973 he stated that he stumbled up on flying saucer about the measurements of 7m x 2.5m, he spotted the flying saucer in Clermont in Ferrand. He continues by mentioning the inhabitants of the flying saucer, he stated that he saw a very short man, who could be mistaken for a child, he was four foot tall and this gives the evidence of why he thought the man was a child. The inhabitant continued and told Vorilhon that he was the leader of Council of Elohim and that he was just one of a number of higher beings. He was then told that he has been watched since birth and they explained that he was the Messenger of Elohim and was continued to be watched because he was the next and final prophet. 

Rael then stated that the aliens look like human-like creatures who have greater scientific knowledge, and then continued by stating that they created genetic engineering on their home planet, the alien also stated that when they first started to make people in the genetic engineering laboratory that they then moved then on to earth as an experiment and see how things developed on earth, this means that earth and the people on earth was a big experiment and examined to see how the human race developed over centuries and this can mean that people can view this as an atheistic NRM due to the fact there is no God involved for instance like the God in Christianity, who was said to have created the world in seven days, the aliens creating us could mean that this an indication of people not needing religious views of God and other religious aspects just need to require more scientific knowledge from aliens, as Rael has stated before there needs to be a place built for them to come and visit and share their knowledge with the people on earth. 

Rael stated that the alien spoke to him and said that people on earth have reached the level that they were at when they first started creating people through genetic engineering and that the people on earth have reached that level of scientific knowledge whereby, they knew how to synthesize DNA and this level was reached during the 1980s. The alien then said that they came to congratulate Rael on the other humans’ discoveries. 

The alien who spoke to Rael also stated that they had sent messengers to right wrongs, for instance Jesus and Mohammed and then they finally stated that Rael is the final prophet, this could mean that Jesus and Mohammed were not divine, just normal people sent to earth like everyone else who was created by the aliens.  This could furthermore indicate that Realianism can be considered as an atheistic NRM. 

The different aspects of the Raelians views do not look like those of other religious groups, for instance atheism can be defined as no belief in a God or gods, the Raelians do not have a belief in a God or gods, they believe in UFOs and ETs. Another difference of the religious groups to Raelians is that there are no churches or other religious buildings, there is an embassy instead to welcome the Elohim which he wants to build to allow the ETs to come to earth by 2035. Rael also stated that he wanted to build the embassy in Israel due to the fact that the Elohim chose the Jews as their chosen people of Israel, this means that God did not choose, there is an absence of God, but instead aliens. 

Another difference which that the Raelians hold is that they are sexually progressive and expressive, bisexuality and homosexuality are accepted within the Raelian movement, also sex workers and exotic dancers are not judged, there are also summer camps held for sexual expression and freedom, the only thing needed is consent. Susan palmer also describes when she spoke to some of the Raelians about their ideas of sexuality, she stated that a Raelian answered her question as so “some of us are unisexual … some are trisexual … and a few of us are even quadrasexual”[footnoteRef:14] when she asked who does the last represent, he stated “with the Elohim!”[footnoteRef:15] This also is a very different picture of those who are in different religions they are taught that they should think of what God stated about them, he stated that man should not lie with man and so on, this again shows that there is a lack of authority from a transcendental source, other than ETs. They obviously do not mind people having differing views from other religious groups. They Raelians do not look up the Elohim as a God or gods, this means that it can mean that it is an atheistic NRM.  [14: https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=gmCCxUJGi70C&pg=PA105&lpg=PA105&dq=susan+j+palmer+When+I+asked+a+guide+to+give+me+an+estimate+of+the+number+of+homosexuals+in+the+movement,+he+replied+rather+coldly:+‘We+don’t+think+in+such+narrow+categories.++Some+of+us+are+unisexual,+some+are+bisexual,+some+are+trisexual+–+and+a+few+of+us+are+even+quadrasexual.’+When+I+timidly+asked+what+the+last+category+might+represent,+he+leaned+forward+and+whispered,+‘With+the+Elohim&source=bl&ots=Rr0AEoF2e0&sig=ACfU3U2GR1b2ogfbEpuonNWsn9zZuD5UDw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjS2_6WnYngAhUDSxUIHXT0BDsQ6AEwAXoECAIQAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false  - Palmer, Susan J. (2004). Raël’s UFO Religion: Aliens Adored. Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick. Page 105 ]  [15:  https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=gmCCxUJGi70C&pg=PA105&lpg=PA105&dq=susan+j+palmer+When+I+asked+a+guide+to+give+me+an+estimate+of+the+number+of+homosexuals+in+the+movement,+he+replied+rather+coldly:+‘We+don’t+think+in+such+narrow+categories.++Some+of+us+are+unisexual,+some+are+bisexual,+some+are+trisexual+–+and+a+few+of+us+are+even+quadrasexual.’+When+I+timidly+asked+what+the+last+category+might+represent,+he+leaned+forward+and+whispered,+‘With+the+Elohim&source=bl&ots=Rr0AEoF2e0&sig=ACfU3U2GR1b2ogfbEpuonNWsn9zZuD5UDw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjS2_6WnYngAhUDSxUIHXT0BDsQ6AEwAXoECAIQAQ#v=onepage&q&f=false  - Palmer, Susan J. (2004). Raël’s UFO Religion: Aliens Adored. Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick. Page 105] 


To conclude, the differences from the Raelian movement from other religious groups which are that there is no obvious God like figure, only a group of Elohim, there is also differing views of who created people and sexuality, also there is a difference within the religious meeting place for prayer and other things, whereas the Elohim want an embassy instead of a church. 
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