My research proposes to explore the othering of difference, particularly paying attention to the medical model and the social model of disability. I aim to create discourse around the way we organise our society and how society organises us, today in the U.K. It is my aim to reflect and give voice to the human experience of being measured within institutionalised frameworks, particularly through a family perspective within early years development.
After a personal experience, that saw my three year old diagnosed with Autism. I saw issues in the journey that felt disempowering, noticing how diagnosis and the practice of identifying difference within a medical sphere often used language and frameworks which saw an ‘othering’ process. This made me question how we explore developmental difference and place diagnosis onto individuals rather than see difference as part of a collective acceptance.
I propose that there is scope to look further into how we classify difference and disability and if we can understand it differently through the social model of disability.
To do this, I imagine using a mixture of theoretical frameworks, to underpin the role of society in ‘disability’ and how socio-cultural structures create the space in which difference exists and is highlighted. 
I plan to build on ideas from Foucault’s biopower and biopolitics (1978) outlining the idea that state structures and social institutions contribute to that categorisation of people as normal or abnormal (in the sates eyes). Also visiting Mary Douglas views on how we label ‘disorder’ and the universal human activity of, and relationship between, classification and organisation, noting that ‘classification is inherent in organisation’ (Douglas, M, 1966, pp17). As well, bringing in Malinowski’s (1948) ideas of functionalism, including Durkheim E. (1912), furthered by Radcliffe-Brown (Radcliffe-Brown, A. R, 2015) on structural functionalism and society’s role to maintain social structure.
I also might like to call on a New Materialites approach using Deleuze. G, & Guattari. F, (1980) Rhizome theory that could explore pedagogical frameworks around emergent relations/development.
I aim to explore a parents perspective into current practices and process of noticing developmental difference within early years health services in Wales. Firstly through my personal experience, but with scope to invite other parents and families to the discussion. There are a number of local parent-run support groups that currently exist, as well as connections within the Home Educated communities for potential conversations and voices to be included with their permission. A substantial demographic within the Home Educated community are families with children who do not feel they fit into the school system due to difference and recognised ‘Additional Learning Needs’. 
 I intend to write an Auto Ethnography detailing a mother’s perspective; hoping to add a qualitative approach to an otherwise quantitative world of data, acknowledging that humans cannot be accurately or wholly represented with numbers and forms. There is the potential to talk to other parents who may have a voice to add to the conversation. In this case, I would propose using informal interview style conversations to approach this. By introducing the topic to parents and asking for them to share their lived experience, I would hope to be led by the research, and shown the areas which may need attention and highlighting. I would offer those who spoke to me the choice to decline note taking or recording and attempt to memorise key parts of the conversation, to allow the flow of conversation and avoid The Hawthorne Effect (Mayo. E, 1933) . A human centred approach is important in this subject. I will use Phenomenological research to explicate the human experience, within a family, during the medical practice of exploring a child not meeting their milestones and a consequent diagnostic process.
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