	
	
	



The primary weakness of British policy towards Ireland between 1914 and 1921 was its inconsistency. Discuss with particular attention given to the impact of Britain’s involvement in World War One.

[bookmark: _Int_d7nE9eLk][bookmark: _Int_pq85g6sY]The years 1914 and 1921 proved to be a turbulent time in the history of Ireland. There was a significant amount of conflict, one of the most notable being the Easter Rebellion of 1916. During this time of conflict however, the British policies and actions taken against Ireland were considered as weak, largely due to inconsistency. This is in part due to the fact that during these years, the United Kingdom was heavily involved in the conflict of World War one, and as a result could not effectively enforce any policies on Ireland, which led to a notable weakness in British presence in Ireland. This made it more difficult than it already was for the British Government to enforce any policy at all. The war of Independence during 1919 was also significant, as Anglo-Irish relations were not running as high as could be hoped during the post-war period, which was caused in part by the First World War itself.

[bookmark: _Int_3KxQVORQ][bookmark: _Int_olyJGbDU]1914 was a pivotal year for British policy being enforced in Ireland, as on the 18th of January 1914, The Government of Ireland Act, which was also known more commonly as the Home Rule Act [footnoteRef:2094]. However, there had been an attempt to introduce this bill 2 years prior, as William Asquith had introduced the bill originally in 1912. It was originally passed, however it was not ideal for the British Government to pass the bill at the time, as by 1914 it was coinciding with the outbreak of World War one. As a result of the beginning of the War, the Bill was abandoned. However, by 1914, Asquith had introduced another act: The Suspensory Act of 1914. As well as suspending the Welsh Church act of 1914, this Act also suspended the original Government of Ireland bill [footnoteRef:25589]. In theory, this was only going to be a temporary measure, supposedly coming to a head in 1915. However, due to the fact that the Government had not anticipated the War going on for as long as it eventually did, there were set dates, every six months until the 20th of December2 1920 for the Suspensory Act to be lifted and the Government of Ireland act to be re-enforced. [2094:  Jackson, A. (2004) Home rule: An Irish history, 1800-2000. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.
]  [25589:  Jaiswal, S. (2018) Suspensory act 1914 - Alchetron, the Free Social Encyclopedia, Alchetron.com. Available at: https://alchetron.com/Suspensory-Act-1914 (Accessed: December 17, 2022).
] 


[bookmark: _Int_G1m2vwIM][bookmark: _Int_13VPDDq1][bookmark: _Int_63rKMbuB][bookmark: _Int_5VWo9J1H][bookmark: _Int_8NWSiI9q]Britain’s ongoing involvement in the First World War meant that they were not able to be effective with their introduction of new political policies within Ireland. As a result of this, the Irish Republican Brotherhood was able to organise themselves and were able to stage an uprising, in order to create an Independent Irish Republic on their own terms. This led to the Easter Uprising of 1916 [footnoteRef:16603]. The Easter uprising took place on Easter Monday and lasted until Easter Friday. Members of the Irish Republican Army took part, as well as some 250 members of the Irish Citizens Army. As a result of this, 200 civilians were killed, as well as 600 injured, with 370 British soldiers and 29 Policemen losing their lives [footnoteRef:27575]. As the uprising took place at the height of the First World war, it proved to be a significant setback for the British Government. During the uprising, the Government had to deploy several units to Ireland, in order to try and deal with the events that took place during the fighting. These included several Irish units, not limited to the Royal Dublin Fusiliers and the Royal Irish Regiment, which lost 11 and 9 troops respectively during the conflict[footnoteRef:13175] . Due to the fact that they were so absorbed in the war, they had not thought through the original Ireland Government act, and as a result of this the I.R.B (Irish Republican Brotherhood) and the I.C.A were able to take advantage of the situation and attempt to create an independent Irish republic. [16603:  Mansergh, N. (1978) The Irish question 1840-1921: A commentary on Anglo-irish relations and on social and political forces in Ireland in the age of Reform and Revolution. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Pr.
]  [27575:  John Dorney et al. (1970) The North King Street Massacre, Dublin 1916, The North King Street Massacre, Dublin 1916 – The Irish Story. Available at: https://www.theirishstory.com/2012/04/13/the-north-king-street-massacre-dublin-1916/#.Y56fwdXP23A (Accessed: December 17, 2022).
]  [13175:  Dodd, C. (2015) Glasnevin Cemetery Museum, working towards the Centenary of the 1916 uprising, Dublin Cemeteries Trust. Glasnevin Cemetery Museum. Available at: http://www.glasnevintrust.ie/visit-glasnevin/news/1916-list/ (Accessed: December 18, 2022).
] 

[bookmark: _Int_JOblmndV][bookmark: _Int_YUmEUc68]Another significant event that illustrates how that the Government at the time was able to handle situations in Ireland was the War of Independence of 1919. This war, fought using Guerrilla tactics, led to momentous change and reform in Ireland during the early 1900’s, as it eventually led to the partitioning of Ireland into the North and South, as well as the creation of the Irish Free state. Although the war itself continued into 1922, the years 1919-1921 held significant importance in terms of Anglo-Irish relations[footnoteRef:19378]. During 1919, the main focus of the I.R. A’s attack was on the Royal Irish Constabulary, the British Government’s policing force in Ireland, which led to 11 deaths and a further 20 being wounded[footnoteRef:3307]. Later in 1920, Britain passed the Restoration of the Order act, which replaced any form of a trial before the Jury with straight to the point Court Marshalling the cases of those found to be conspiring with the I.R.A [footnoteRef:4501]. The eventual outcome of the War of independence was that within the treaty, the recently formed Northern Ireland had the choice to back out of the Free State. However, the members of the I.R.A refused to accept the treaty, which eventually led to the Irish Civil war.  [19378:  Coleman, M. (2014) The Irish Revolution, 1916-1923. London: Routledge.
]  [3307:  Hopkinson, M. (2004) The Irish War of Independence. Dublin: Gill Books.
]  [4501:  Ainsworth, John S. (2000). British Security Policy in Ireland, 1920–1921: A Desperate Attempt by the Crown to Maintain Anglo-Irish Unity by Force  Proceedings of the 11th Irish-Australian Conference. Perth, Western Australia: Murdoch University. Accessed 18th December 2022] 


To conclude, it can be said that the primary weakness of British Policy towards Ireland was inconsistency. The fact that in addition to having undertaken the arduous task that was World War one, they had to attempt to keep Ireland under control. However, due to the nature of the First World War, it was impossible for Britain to be consistent in its relationship with Ireland, which is the main reason as to why the Easter Revolution of 1916 and the War of Independence was able to swing more in the favour of the I.R.A and the Sinn Fein movement. Had Britain been more consistent or had there not been a significant amount of involvement during the war, it is possible that Great Britain may have been able to introduce a more thorough home Rule bill, and in turn it is possible that the Partition of Ireland may not have ever taken place.
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