    




Introduction 
The NHS and Social Care management is caught up with immediate pressures of an increase of sick patients from the Coronavirus (Covid19). This outbreak has challenged the capability of the NHS tremendously and many are worried. The questions asked. Does the NHS have enough resources to combat this deadly virus? Has the NHS got enough staff and employees in all departments of the NHS? This report will also look at the Budget of the NHS how they are coping with increased demand of supplies for patients. This report will discuss the key issues within the National Health Service such as management, budget, capacity and media coverage. At the end of the essay there will be a conclusion to summarise these issues and suggestions on how to improve them.
Objectives 
The Objectives of this report is to look at how the NHS are dealing with this pandemic 
Scope


https://www.hee.nhs.uk/coronavirus-information-trainees states that 
The health departments and governments are working together to organise an action plan to tackle the UK Coronavirus.  Four of the Chief Medical Officers have been working closely with the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges, Statutory Education Bodies and General Medical Council. 

Four of the Statutory Education Bodies are communicating closely together to organize and make plans for medical education training at the postgraduate level during this sudden and unexpected COVID-19 occurrence. Over the coming days and weeks this situation will be closely reviewed and advice given as required.




Plans for Management of Medical Training Rotations
The “delay phase” of COVID-19 has caused all rotations that have been planned to stop. Post graduates are now required to remain in the working environment they are in unless wider clinical or local arrangements allow or require it. It is only when departmental inductions, appropriate supervision and support can be guaranteed that planned rotations can begin again.

Postponement of General Practice National Recruitment
General Practice national recruitment has temporarily ceased including the third-party testing centres of all global Pearson VUE of MSRA.
National attempts are in progress to plan and reconsider the recruitment timeline procedures and selection approach during this unprecedented period. At the appropriate time applicants will be advised.

The https://time.com/5802802/social-media-coronavirus/ states that 
As many school districts across the nation close to prevent the spread of COVID-19, social media groups and comments sections are becoming ground zero for intense arguments over whether such measures are warranted. “Classic overreaction,” wrote one Facebook user, remarking on a March 4 decision by Washington State’s Northshore School District to close their facilities for 14 days. Others in the thread of more than 250 comments supported the move, congratulating administrators for their rapid response. Still others brought up practical concerns on many a parent’s mind this week. “This is great and all, but I still need to go to work,” wrote one.

Such conversations are just one way that social media is both offering a window into our collective response to the coronavirus outbreak, as well as shaping our reaction in the first place — for good and for ill. As COVID-19 spreads in the U.S., social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter, which didn’t exist or barely existed during past major outbreaks, are facilitating important conversations about the virus, while at the same time allowing sensationalism and misinformation to spread. Furthermore, the unprecedented level of real-time information at our fingertips can both give us the tools we need to make smart decisions, but also make us more anxious about what’s to come, experts say. Another emerging issue the NHS must face is bed capacity, due to the coronavirus the number of people who are becoming infected is rising tremendously and the hospitals in the UK just cannot deal with the high demand especially in London. 

According to https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52018477 The ExCel Centre in East London will now be converted into a field hospital to enable the NHS to treat patients diagnosed with corona virus. 
This is an exhibition facility which has been used for Comic Con and Crufts.  It is planned that up to 4,000 patients could be treated there. This will be staffed by the NHS and the military will help. It is a temporary facility and has been given a title as the Nightingale Hospital. At first it will accommodate 500 beds with oxygen and ventilators available.
 In order to meet this increased demand for ventilators car manufactures have been asked to change their factories to make ventilators. Staff from NHS England and a team of Military Planners had inspected this facility at the weekend stated the Ministry of Defence. Additional sites were also being identified by the military to treat patients who cannot be suitably provided for by normal NHS facilities Stated Defence Secretary Ben Wallace to the BBC. Countries with coronavirus patients are using similar arrangement’s, a hospital in the French city of Mulhouse is using its car park as a field hospital, Madrid are using  an exhibition centre called the IFEMA, and New York are using the Javits  convention centre. 
The NHS are making plans to use temporary staff such as recently retired Doctors, Nurses as well as students who are due to qualify. Health Secretary Matt Hancock admits “challenges” over NHS equipment. Four elements stats claim regarding the coronavirus in London In reply to the UK s request for forma medics to return to the NHS the Health Secretary States in excess of 11,788 had responded this was made up of 6,147 nurses 2,660 doctors and other medics. Also 5,500 medics in their final year and more than 18.700 student nurses will also join the workforce of the NHS. Mr Hancock requested 250,000 NHS volunteers to deliver medicines and food.

The https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2020/mar/26/uk-coronavirus-live-news-updates-self-employed-rishi-sunakhospital-car-parking-charges-waived-for-nhs-staff-in-england The Welsh chief medical officer Frank Atherton states  the closeness of south-east Wales to the English border maybe one of the causes behind a cluster of people diagnosed with Covid-19. He went on to say it could be because more testing was being carried out in that area. He said “As the epidemic unfolds, there will be areas that will flare up and calm down”. This was in response to the forewarning by the Director of Public Health at Aneurin Bevan University Board Dr Sarah Aitken. Dr Sarah Aitken went on to say, in Gwent there is a very quick rise in the amount of cases of coronavirus in all our communities. This is increasing the number daily of people being admitted to hospital and also the number of people dying from this virus. “The pattern we are seeing in Gwent is the same pattern as was seen in Italy, where their healthcare system is now overwhelmed,” she said. The whole of Wales so far has 628 cases in comparison 309 cases are in Gwent.

https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1 
The newly discovered Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an infectious disease. The people who may suffer a more serious form of this disease are people with underlying health conditions such as chronic respiratory disease, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, cancer and older people. The majority of people with COVID-19 will encounter moderate to mild airway symptoms and improve without needing special treatment. The most efficient way to stop and slow down the spread of this disease is to understand how to prevent it from contaminating others and yourself. You can do this by properly washing your hands frequently with soap and hot water, using an alcohol rub when soap and water is not available and not touching your face. The COVID-19 virus is transmitted mainly through droplets of saliva or discharge from the nasal cavity when a person who is infected coughs or sneezes. It is very important that you are extremely careful if you cough or sneeze do so in a disposable tissue and wash your hands as soon as possible, if this is not possible cough or sneeze into the crook of your arm. There are many potential treatments and clinical trials that are on-going. To date there is no treatments or specific vaccines for COVID-19.

The Government
The Government knew that a virus pandemic was inevitable to happen and still the world did not prepare for such a disaster and were now paying the price. The https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/09/deadly-virus-britain-failed-prepare-mers-sars-ebola-coronavirus states
The Government were forewarned that this deadly virus would arrive. Laurie Garrett an American science journalist stated The Coming of the Plague warning to the world 1994 stated “While the human race battles itself, fighting over evermore crowded turf and scarcer resources, the advantage moves to the microbes court. They are our predators and they will be victorious if we Homo sapiens, do not learn how to live in a rational global village that affords the microbes few opportunities.” It stated that “the rapid containment of Sars is a success in public health, but also a warning …. If Sars reoccurs … health systems world-wide will be put under extreme pressure … continued vigilance is vital”.
These warning were ignored by the world 
Between 2012 and 2019 a chief scientific adviser to the UK Government Ian Boyd remembered a recent “a practice run for an influenza pandemic in which about 200,000 people died. It left me shattered”.  Did this motivate the government to start an action plan? “We learnt what would help, but did not necessary implement those actions “Boyd stated.
The Government responsibility to protect the public had been reduced by Austerity. The objective politically was to reduce the role and size of the state. This outcome was disastrous for the country. Regardless of the reasons for avoiding to learn from this model of Sars and Influenza practise run Boyd stated “we were poorly prepared”.
The UK government response 





Negatives 
https://fortune.com/2020/04/06/uk-boris-johnson-coronavirus-icu-herd-immunity/ The measures of social distancing introduced by Boris Johnson’s government was not as rapid a response compared to other countries in Europe.  France asked companies to establish policies to work from home, and schools were closed on March 12th 2020. On that day the British public were addressed by Boris Johnson who announced that contact tracing, testing and quarantines, U. K.s effort to supress the outbreak of corona virus had failed. Boris Johnson stated “I must level with you, level with the British public, many more families are going to lose loved ones before their time”.  

In an effort to try and stop the NHS from being overcome by patients with Covid 19 and reduce the curve the UK would implement a new stage in its plans to fight the pandemic. self-isolate for seven days.
The lead that France took was not followed by Boris Johnson. His suggestions were merely that people with corona virus symptoms should self-isolate for seven says, schools should think about calling off class trips abroad and older people should postpone their cruise holidays. Part of the plans of this government was to protect the most vulnerable in society (shielding). While a large part of the British public would have only mild symptoms of the virus, get better from it and acquire an immunity, hoping that this would stop the spread of this disease.The specialist stated that this kind of herd immunity would only be achieved if 60 per cent or more of the population were infected. This method had not been tested in response to a pandemic. Usually this was successful only through a vaccination programme. 

The small amount of restrictions that had been suggested by Johnson became clear that this was not enough to stop the NHS from becoming overwhelmed. The specialists from the Imperial College London who had been giving advice to the government using the information on the number intensive care admission from covid 19 in Italy stated that Johnson’s minimal restrictions were not sufficient to prevent the NHS from becoming overwhelmed.


The positives 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/869827/Coronavirus_action_plan_-_a_guide_to_what_you_can_expect_across_the_UK.pdf states that there is a resemblance connecting influenza and COVID-19, the two are infections of the respiratory system. There are also distinct separate symptoms. This has led to special preparations being developed for pandemic influenza 17, and from earlier outbreaks lessons were learned.
And this provided a platform for the beginning of creating an essential defence strategy to COVID-19. This defence strategy has been changed to make it applicable to the distinct differences between COVID -19 and the influenza virus. Annex A demonstrates the UKs reaction plans to the outbreak of a disease 
4.2 The action plan to COVID – 19 is directed by the global situation and the recommendations from the World Health Organisation (WHO) as well as other organisations, using the most effective data modelling, surveillance, recommendation’s and evidence available.  (SAGE) Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies gives specialist scientific and medical advice.
The Governments four Chief medical officers (CMOs) for the UK also contribute to the advice directed to the UK’s Health and Social Care Service as well as the Government’s agencies across the UK who are involved in contributing to this outbreak.
4.3 Systems wide action plan for pandemic influenza concentrated on critical and public services remaining reliable and stable for the economy and have been changed for COVID-19 using the most suitable scientific advice and evidence that is current at this time.

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/19/hospital-leaders-hit-out-government-ppe-shortage-row-escalates-nhs 
For the first time managers at hospitals have directed criticism towards the Government at the time of this Coronavirus emergency due to the lack of availability of (PPE) personal protective equipment. A crucial delivery of surgical gowns that had been promised by the government did not arrive.

During an extraordinary involvement of extreme irritation and anger, managers at hospitals have said privately this has been caused by “bitter experience “of deliveries that have failed to arrive. The NHS trusts in England representatives, have advised ministers to “just focus on what we can be certain of” 
NHS Providers and the NHS Confederation declared of the increasing concern that the lack of specific protective supplies in the form of PPE personal protective equipment will soon cause a catastrophic situation which may result in health professional’s working at the front line and especially in intensive care wards declining to work in that situation, this was stated on Sunday by representatives of Intensive care staff.

Coronavirus Issues Social Care must face 

The BBC has disclosed it has seen a leaked letter with a widespread record of concerns about the effect the coronavirus crisis is having on the social care sector. The letter highlight’s alarm and anxiety about the shielding plan for people who are vulnerable, testing, funding and personal protective equipment (PPE). 


The Association of Directors of Adult Social Services (ADASS) has written a letter to a senior manager at the Department of Health and Social Care. It states “confusion and additional workload” has been created from mixed messages from the Government.  

The letter states national handling of protective equipment for care workers has been “shambolic”



 ‘Contradictory messages’
The first deliveries of equipment have been “paltry” and further deliveries have been “haphazard”, the border control for the NHS have even seized some of the deliveries. Stated in the letter are conflicting pieces of information from the Department of Health, Local Government and the Department of Communities on the plans to shield people who are at greater risk from other health conditions. Although the plan for care workers to be tested has been well received, stated in the letter “testing for care workers appears to have been planned without considering who is going to be tested and what will happen to those results”. The charity that assists the people belonging to 151 local authorities in England who have a duty for adult social care is ADASS. 

The promise of Virus test for care homes 
Immediate family members granted the right to say their final farewells to their loved ones with coronavirus. Not the full quota of PPE requested by the councils delivered 
This organisation was also scathing of central government of its handling of recruiting volunteers, stating this national scheme has “channelled 750,000 volunteers aside from helping local communities and left them redundant at the start for three weeks”, declaring it was “disgraceful that this was not planned in unity with the local government”. Serious issues were also highlighted about the communications between local government and central government in the Local Government Chronicle but it did accept part of the advice given by Whitehall, It did indicate the sector had to make “difficult choices prior to the pandemic” and is now not being given the same careful thought as the NHS.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-52304918 
Even now there hasn’t been much attention given to the concerns that social care face. Given the fact that social care is not well understood or well known by the majority of the public, as many people have not had direct experience of it, this is not surprising. However in order for people who have serious health issues, younger disabled people and older people social care is very much a front line service. The fact is that they are not more likely to catch the virus but they may find it harder to recover from the virus.

Advice on practise issues for providers in the care sector are addressed by Public Health England. To enable the care sector to create a better coordinated and resilient plan the Government has to improve the advice and the way it delivers this advice. The lack of this effective strategic planning causes the impression that social care is not given the attention that is required even though there are a great number of disabled, sick and older people being cared for in their own homes and residential settings.
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/discover/2020/03/social-care-and-coronavirus/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52284281 
In care homes, how many deaths have there been?
This is a challenging quantity to work out. In England there are approximately 200 hospital trusts, in comparison with 15,000 care homes. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) collects data for official statistics but it operates 2 weeks behind. Week ending 17th April is the most up-to-date at present calculating 3,096 Covid-19 related deaths in care homes in England and Wales. This translates approximately 16% total Covid-19 deaths have taken place in care homes – this is extreme as on the whole they house less than 1%of the country’s population. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/21/coronavirus-deaths-in-care-homes-in-england-and-wales-more-than-quadruple-in-a-week 
The latest official figures show Covid- 19 deaths have more than quadrupled in 1 week going up to 1,043. The 10th April, confirmed that in excess of 1,000 people died in care homes from covid-19, 217 higher than the week before. In private homes the number had tripled to 466 deaths. The warning from the care sector is that many more thousands have already died than the latest analysis of the viruses impact on the most vulnerable released on Tuesday by the Office of National Statistics. The continued worry is that the figures have been reported too low in the care home crisis and may have caused the Government to be slow in its response to the pandemic. The Department of Health and Social Care is working to improve the speed of the current 10 day time data collection.
 https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/news-and-media/media-centre/press-releases/thanking-the-nation-as-an-estimated-43-million-people-have-shown-kindness-during-lockdown 
The famous Piccadilly Circus landmark was used by the British Red Cross to show its appreciation of kindness from nation. Emmanuel Cudjoe 50 who is from Bromley, South East London and a volunteer with the British Red Cross while on his way to his shift to deliver food and vital supplies to the homes of vulnerable refugees in Hackney looks up at the billboard. Whether it is freely offering time, making sure an at risk neighbour is ok, or keeping in contact with loved ones – the UK has demonstrated how powerful being kind to each other can be during this lockdown. The British Red Cross carried out research during this lockdown and has stated that approximately 43 million people throughout the UK said they have shown kindness and help toward each other. The West End of London Piccadilly Circus Billboard has been illuminated by The British Red Cross to say thank you to this outstanding number of people. Millions of people have been doing amazing kind deeds within their communities. The Red Cross has seen nearly 80,000 members of the public becoming a volunteer to support people who are vulnerable during this crisis. These kind deeds are made up of as an example, a person phoning up everyone in their address book they thought might be lonely, children creating pictures and sticking them on the rubbish bins so that the refuse collectors would smile and feel appreciated, sharing ingredient’s with a neighbour to make a birthday cake, as well as letter writing to family and friends.
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