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[bookmark: _Toc1242298690]1.    Introduction

The report aims to illustrate and explain the importance of research skills and referencing to students. As an essential part of the academic process, students need to be able to conduct research and cite sources, which will promote critical thinking abilities, independent learning, academic integrity, effective communication, and overall academic success. Haber (2020) emphasizes the significance of critical thinking for students, highlighting its role in enhancing problem-solving abilities and fostering independent thinking. Therefore, it is crucial for educational institutions to emphasize these skills throughout a student's academic journey to prepare them for future endeavours where research plays a significant role. This assignment will focus on research skills and referencing for students, including paraphrasing, in-text citations, and references. At the end, a summary of the main points covered in all answers will be provided.
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2.1. Research skills 
Research skills and referencing are of utmost importance for students in their academic journey. These skills not only enhance their learning experience but also contribute to their overall personal and professional growth. Godfrey (2018) argues that research helps writers develop a strong foundation for their arguments and enables them to present well-supported claims. By engaging with existing literature, researchers can identify gaps in knowledge and contribute to the existing body of work.
The ability to write academically is essential for students, as it plays a significant role in conveying ideas, arguments, and research findings in an effective manner. The purpose of this form of communication is to ensure clarity, coherence, and credibility by following specific rules and conventions. According to Bradbury (2006), academic writing is all about communicating effectively. The key to presenting ideas and arguments clearly isn't just delivering oral presentations, but also writing.
Planning, researching, organizing, revising, editing, and proofreading are all essential elements of academic writing. The following steps should be followed diligently during the writing process to ensure the final product is a well-constructed academic paper that effectively communicates ideas to the reader.
[bookmark: _Int_rXn3yQK8]A good understanding of academic writing is essential for effective communication and personal development. Their primary objective is to facilitate an individual's ability to express themselves clearly while fostering their ability to think critically. To succeed academically and thrive in various professional settings, it is essential for individuals, particularly students, to develop strong academic writing skills.

2.2. Referencing
Referencing is a crucial aspect of academic writing that ensures the credibility and reliability of information presented in a paper. In academic work, referencing means acknowledging and citing sources. Multiple purposes can be served by it, including crediting the original authors, directing readers to further reading, and demonstrating the writer's level of research. It is possible to avoid plagiarism and maintain academic integrity by referencing properly. To avoid plagiarism, Cottrell (2019) suggests using quotation marks for direct quotes and providing in-text citations for paraphrased ideas. Referencing helps students avoid plagiarism, which is a serious offense in academia.
A writer can refer to a source in three diverse ways: by quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing. To add interest, combine these techniques. Cottrell (2019) explains that referencing involves providing detailed information about the sources used in a research paper. This includes citing both direct quotes and paraphrased ideas, ensuring that readers can locate the original source easily. By referencing properly, students demonstrate their ability to engage with existing literature and build upon previous research.
According to Saunders (2019) referencing should be consistent throughout a paper using a recognized citation style, such as Harvard. By providing a brief description of the source within the text, in-text citations assist with referencing. These citations typically include the author's name, year of publication, and page number. Additionally, Saunders (2019) emphasizes the importance of including a comprehensive reference list at the end of a paper. This list should contain all sources cited within the text in alphabetical order according to their authors' last names.
In higher education, referencing is an integral part of academic writing. In this manner, the sources that have been consulted during the research process are acknowledged and credited. According to Fairbairn (2011) referencing is an important part of higher education for students. Additionally, it is essential to note that referencing allows students to demonstrate their understanding and knowledge of a particular subject. Citing reputable sources illustrates that students have engaged with scholarly literature and have analysed different perspectives critically. As a result, their arguments are not only strengthened, but also their work is given greater credibility.
Referencing is a crucial aspect of academic writing in higher education. It refers to the practice of acknowledging and citing the sources used in an essay or research paper. The importance of referencing cannot be overstated, as it serves several key purposes. This will allow students to demonstrate their credibility and integrity as scholars. By providing accurate citations, students show that they have conducted thorough research and are aware of the existing body of knowledge on a particular topic. This helps to establish their authority and expertise in their chosen field.
Moreover, referencing enables readers to locate and verify the sources used by students. It provides transparency and allows others to evaluate the validity and reliability of the information presented. This is particularly important in academic settings where evidence-based arguments are highly valued.
Furthermore, referencing enhances critical thinking skills by encouraging students to engage with different perspectives and build upon existing knowledge. By engaging with various sources, students can evaluate arguments, identify gaps in research, and contribute new insights to their field.
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The purpose of this report was to show how referencing and research skills are important for students if they want to develop critical thinking, increase their performance and maintain academic integrity. Research skills enable students to gather relevant information, analyse it critically, and draw informed conclusions. These skills are crucial in today's evolving and information-driven society which not only enhance their learning experience but also contribute to their overall growth and development. Additionally, Research skills and referencing are helping students to become independent learners. By conducting relevant research, they learn how to locate genuine sources of information, asses the credibility of these sources, and synthesize the information into a coherent argument or analysis. Furthermore, Referencing is equally important as it ensures that students give credit to the original authors whose work they have used in their assignments or projects. It demonstrates academic integrity by acknowledging the contributions of others and avoiding plagiarism. The research showed that research skills and referencing are essential for academic writing. They enable students to engage with existing literature on a topic, build upon previous research findings, and contribute new knowledge to their field of study.
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