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Module ACNAS5000: 2024/2025

Module Overview: Semester 1

05/11/2024

01/10/24 Introduction to ACNAS5000
08/10/24 2 Skills and Opportunities in Environment
15/10/24 3 Community Engagement and CSA
59/10/24 g FIELDWORK WEEK Cae Tan Visit
29/10/24 5 Communicating and the Environment
05/11/24 6 Building YOUR Brand
12/11/24 7 Blogging for Science & Sustainability
19/11/24 8 GREEN ECONOMY CONFERENCE Swansea Arena Conference
26/11/24 9 Issspalloylbiy el izl Sl (S Digital Skills Team
Grieve)
03/12/24 10 Online GAM modules: Unit 2
10/12/24 11 Online GAM module: Unit 3 and 4
12
13 Christmas Break

14



12/11/2024

OUTLINE

 How to write a science blog

« Activity: Getting Started — topic research (20
mins)

« Paragraph Structure (20 mins)
* Writing for readers(!)
* Impactful titles...

* Activity: Getting on with it (20 mins
pomodoro)

* Toolkit for journalists — Moodle Link

01/10/24
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Help people see importance of science

Promote trust in science
Advocate for an issue/cause
Enact change in academia

Create appetite for more research
Get people to talk about an issue

~Influence

Counter/Correct misinformation
Counter pseudoscience

Explore shades of grey in issues

Help people make informed decisions
Ask hard questions; watchdog

- Correct, Inform

Contribute to scientific discussion

Get feedback on my work/research
Share/promote my work/research

Test-bed for research/manuscript ideas
Excuse to explore papers outside of own area
Keep in touch with scientific community
Bring together different areas of science

- Scholarship

Unlearn academic writing

Enjoying @ more casual writing style
Share personal experiences

Explore what I really want to write about
Disenfranchised with academic life
Throw out my ideas; Blow off steam

- Writing Freedom

Creative outlet

Experiment with storytelling

'T wanted MY place'; Writer's home

To build a readership / name as a writer
Publish 'Extras' from book writing, etc.
Control my online presence

Writing Practice

= Writing Porfolio

Lecture 7: Blogging for Science and Sustainability

Blogging Motivations/Goals

Blogging Motivation / Goals

12/11/2024

Make science accessible to public

Get citizens involved

Open up science/scientific conversations

Communicate science to non-specialist audiences

Outreach-

Get the word out about science

. . Improve science education
Science Literacy P

| Educational resource
Sense of duty to share knowledge

Promote scientific thinking

Popularize -

For Myself -

Inspire others to pursue science

Bring science into the everyday

Get people interested in my area of science
Get people excited about science
Communicate science thru fun/cool content

Be a part of the conversation; Have a voice
Get involved in the community
Self-expression - "come out and be me"
Share things I find exciting

Enjoy writing

To answer my own questions

To entertain myself

Keeps me plugged into the news

Enjoying reader feedback

See existing science news as inadequate

Highlight stories that wouldn't otherwise be in the media

Put research into a broader context

Add Value-

Highlight an area of science generally overlooked

Fill a topic niche gap (in blogosphere)

Bring things to light people don't normally talk about

The World of Science Blogging | American Scientist



https://www.americanscientist.org/blog/macroscope/the-world-of-science-blogging

Module ACNAS5000: 2024/2025

HANDOUT PROVIDED IN CLASS

Lecture 7: Blogging for Science and Sustainability

Blogging Motivation / Goals 12/11/2024
Scientific Balanced
N\ Trustworthiness /
Factual / and scientific rigour \ Transparent
Clear Spellbinding
Coherent Presentation Interacting

and contextual

/ and style

\ with the audience

Purposeful
and targeted

Relatable

Impactful

\ Connection /
/ with the society \

Responsible

12 QUALITY INDICATORS for
SCIENCE COMMUNICATION


https://www.americanscientist.org/blog/macroscope/the-world-of-science-blogging
https://www.gregforcey.com/how-to-write-a-science-blog/

Module ACNAS5000: 2024/2025 Blogging for science and sustainability 12/11/2024

CHOOSE YOUR TOPIC...

* How are you researching your topic?

« What is new about your subject area

* Is there anything new and emerging?

 What sources are you using?

* What types of journals are ‘credible’. How do you know?

* Is there any potential conflict in your news articles.

 How do you synthesize information?

» Avoiding over use of copy + paste.

» Adequate citation and referencing.

Find 2-3 relevant sources of information

Lecture 7: Blogging for Science and Sustainability
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How Do You Write a TEEL Paragraph?
WHAT IS PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE?

Topic
Sentence .
. What does good structure look like?
Explain/
Evidancel Elaborate
Examples -
Linking
Sentence

www.globalassignmenthelp.com.au

USE T.E.X.A.S TO WRITE AN ESSAY OR REPORT

The main idea or Add more Give examples Show what the Sum up your
topic for your information. of the topic. example means. paragraph.
paragraph Include images Compare/contrast This shows... Therefore...

Paragraph Structure - Writing strong paragraphs - LLibGuides
Lecture 7: Blogging for Science and Sustainability at University of Newcastle ILibrary



https://libguides.newcastle.edu.au/writing-paragraphs/structure
https://libguides.newcastle.edu.au/writing-paragraphs/structure
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WHAT IS PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE?

What does good structure look like?

“U-Shaped paragraphs: Do Your Paragraphs and Sections
Build Toward an Argument? The Uneven U as a Tool to
Check — The Writing Center

The Thesis Whisperer

Paragraph Structure - Writing strong paragraphs - LibGuides
Lecture 7: Blogging for Science and Sustainability at University of Newcastle ILibrary



https://libguides.newcastle.edu.au/writing-paragraphs/structure
https://libguides.newcastle.edu.au/writing-paragraphs/structure
https://gcwritingcenter.commons.gc.cuny.edu/rs_structure-introduction/rs_structure_are-your-paragraphs-and-sections-building-toward-an-argument-the-uneven-u-as-a-tool-to-check/
https://gcwritingcenter.commons.gc.cuny.edu/rs_structure-introduction/rs_structure_are-your-paragraphs-and-sections-building-toward-an-argument-the-uneven-u-as-a-tool-to-check/
https://gcwritingcenter.commons.gc.cuny.edu/rs_structure-introduction/rs_structure_are-your-paragraphs-and-sections-building-toward-an-argument-the-uneven-u-as-a-tool-to-check/
https://thesiswhisperer.com/2019/02/13/the-uneven-u/

Module ACNAS5000: 2024/2025 Blogging: Crafting your narrative 12/11/2024

GETTING ON WITH IT...

* Write a blog post using the instructions provided!

e Think about how to write your engaging blog!

* How can you improve your readability?

* How can you make the written content more
engaging ?
 Is there benefit to including additional media?

* If so, what?

Start writing your blog. Pomodoro technique

Lecture 7: Blogging for Science and Sustainability
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THANK YOU

Lecture 7: Blogging for Science and Sustainability
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