Rhys Llewelyn
[bookmark: _GoBack]“In what ways has your work on the production helped to realise the director’s intended vision of the piece?”

I was aware that Geinor and Dan wanted to keep the style as naturalistic as possible and they also mentioned towards the beginning of the process that they wanted to make it look like a movie on stage. 

I kept this in mind throughout my creative process while creating my interpretation of the character William Boldwood. I knew that the directors wanted to keep it natural so I made sure not to make any of my characteristics too large, for example, he is described as a stern man so I made sure to bring that into my creation without making him too stern or stern all the time as that is not how people are in the real world. I also didn’t want to make the way I move too over the top, I know he has good posture and is well presented but again I didn’t want to take it too far and make him seem like a parody of a gentleman. Also, since I knew I needed to do a Wessex accent I researched different type of West Country accents and then found the one that best suited my character as I didn’t think it would be appropriate for a gentleman like Boldwood to sound like Oak or Poorgrass and I figured it would take away from the realism of the piece, eventually I was told I didn’t need to do the accent so I dropped it.

I made sure to research the time in which the play was set so I could better understand the class system and the place of women at the time. I figured this would be important as it would directly affect the relationship I would have with Bathsheba and it would help me understand how Boldwood would see her in comparison with him. All this would lead to a more authentic feel to the relationship between Bathsheba and Boldwood.  

To help the directors reach their vision I made sure that I knew my lines before we began the rehearsal process as I knew everything would run smoother without needing to stop to run lines constantly, needing to do this would’ve hindered Geinor and Dan’s creative process and ultimately would affect the final outcome. As well as learning my lines, as we went further into the process I made sure to remember my blocking so we didn’t need to go back and re-block all the time, I also made sure my transitions were smooth so that the scenes flowed nicely, as they do in films, there is never any awkward gaps between two movie scenes. 

I took the directors vision into mind when bringing forth my ideas for the piece, I made sure not to suggest things that I felt weren’t helpful as Geinor made it clear that she didn’t want people interjecting with ideas all the time so I made sure to only suggest something that I thought would further the piece as far her vision was concerned.

In conclusion, I helped realise Geinor and Dan’s vision by ensuring my performance was always honest to the text as it was written in a very naturalistic way and I made sure that my character’s objectives were always clear throughout the play.
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