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H5P guides: How to create a Timeline 
activity 
Use the Timeline content type to present a sequence of events in chronological 
order. Learners can navigate through the timeline to explore key dates, milestones, 
and developments, with each entry containing text and/or multimedia. 

This guide was adapted from Timeline Tutorial, licensed under CC BY 4.0. 

When Timeline works best 
Timeline works best when students need to understand the order and progression of 
events. Use it to present information that unfolds over time, helping learners identify 
patterns, connections, causes, and consequences across a sequence of 
developments. 

Examples 
• Present key events in a historical period. 
• Show the stages of a scientific discovery or breakthrough. 
• Explore the life and work of an influential figure. 
• Illustrate the development of a theory, concept, or discipline. 
• Map the progression of a project or research study. 
• Present milestones in organisational, political, or social change. 
• Trace the evolution of technology, products, or services. 

Locating images 
Ensure you are copyright compliant when using images for your teaching. You can find 
more information on the Copyright Hub: Copyright for Staff 

  

https://h5p.org/documentation/content-author-guide/tutorials-for-authors/timeline
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/support-for-staff/copyright-hub/copyright-for-staff/
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Step 1: Add the H5P Timeline activity 
You can use Timeline as a standalone activity, or in an Interactive Book. 

Using Timeline as a standalone activity 
1. In Moodle, turn Edit mode on and navigate to the section where you want to add 

the activity.  
2. Select Add an activity or resource or select the plus button (+) to add the 

activity between existing content. 
3. From the list of activities and resources, select H5P Interactive Content. 

 
4. From the list of content types shown in the Editor section, select Timeline. The 

H5P editor will appear. 
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Using Timeline in an Interactive Book 
In addition to being used as a standalone activity, this content type can also be added 
to an Interactive Book, where it can be combined with other H5P content types.  

In the Interactive Book editor, select Add content and choose Timeline from the 
Content drop-down list. 
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Step 2: Add an activity title and description 
1. Add a title for your activity in the Title field. This will be visible to learners, so 

make sure that it’s clear and adequately describes the activity.   

 
2. Add a short activity description in the Description field (see marker 1), to help 

learners understand what the activity is about and provide scaffolding. The 
Description field is at the top of the page, just above the H5P editor.  
 
Tick Display description on course page (see marker 2), so that learners can 
view the description before they start the activity.  

 
Note: Remember that when using a Timeline activity in an Interactive Book you 
don’t need to set a description. 

  



Last updated: 19 August 2026 

Page 5 of 10 
 

Step 3: Set the timeline’s starting slide 
The next section contains the content that appears on the timeline’s opening slide. 

• Headline (see marker 1): This is the title displayed on the starting slide. You can 
use the same text as the Title entered in the previous step.  

• Body Text (see marker 2): This text appears below the Headline. It is similar to 
the Description field in the previous step. You can leave this blank or add a short 
introductory sentence about the timeline’s topic. 

• Background image (see marker 3): Here you can add a background image for 
the whole timeline. This is optional and for decorative purposes only, so it can be 
left empty. If you choose to add an image, use a high-quality image that is not 
too busy, as this will help keep the text easy to read. 
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Step 4: Add date entries 
Under Dates add the events that will appear on the timeline. The first one is added by 
default. 

• Start date (see marker 1): Enter the date when the event happened or began. 
You can include just a year, or add a month and/or a day. 

• End date (see marker 2): Enter the date when the event ended, if applicable. You 
can include just a year, or add a month and/or a day. For single-day or point-in-
time events, you can leave this field blank. 

• Headline (see marker 3): Enter a short, descriptive title for the event. This will be 
displayed prominently on the timeline. 

• Body text (see marker 4): Add a brief description of the event. Include the key 
information learners need to understand its significance. Keep the text concise 
and focused. 
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Adding media to a date entry 
Important: The Timeline content type only supports linked media, not file uploads. 
This means the media must be hosted online and accessible via a direct URL (for 
example, an image from Wikimedia Commons or a video from YouTube). 

To add an image and video to a date entry, expand the Assets panel at the bottom of the 
entry. Then fill in these fields: 

• Media (see marker 1): Add the URL of the image or video you want to display. 
o For images, open the image in a new browser tab, then copy the URL from 

the browser’s address bar. 
o For videos, paste the URL.  

• Credit (see marker 2): Enter the source or creator of the media, and if required, 
any licence or copyright information (e.g. a Creative Commons licence). This 
helps ensure that images and videos are properly attributed. 

• Caption (see marker 3): Enter a short caption to provide context or explain the 
relevance of the media to the timeline entry. 
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Adding more entries 
To add a new entry, select the Add item button at the end of the last entry and repeat 
the steps above for each event you want to include.  

The timeline will display entries in chronological order based on the dates provided. 
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Step 5: Add eras (optional) 
Eras allow you to group timeline events into broader periods, helping learners see how 
individual events relate to larger phases, themes, or developments. The era will appear 
as a coloured bar spanning the selected time period. 

To add an era, select the Add item button under Eras. 

 

Then fill in these fields: 

• Start date (see marker 1): Enter the date when the era started. You can include 
just a year, or add a month and/or a day. 

• End date (see marker 2): Enter the date when the era ended, if applicable. You 
can include just a year, or add a month and/or a day. 

• Headline (see marker 3): Enter a short, descriptive title for the era. This will be 
displayed prominently on the timeline. 

Important! Do not enter any text in the field Text (see marker 4): There is currently a 
technical issue, and this text will not appear anywhere on the timeline. 
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Step 6: Save and preview 
We recommend you save and preview your work frequently, to ensure the activity works 
as expected. To do that, select Save and display at the bottom of the page. 

 


