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Abstract 
The report has aimed to review the developments across four specific topics in academic writing, paraphrasing, referencing and online learning experiences. The main idea has been in the analysis of these topic areas in reflection to my current practices. The Gibbs reflective model has been used to construct the review of the topic areas on a separate basis. The inference has been drawn in reflection to my progress across the academic writing, paraphrasing, referencing and online learning experiences.
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[bookmark: _Toc81418634]Introduction
The review of various subject matters allows one for better management of own skills and look after future professional development in a better way. The report would consider four specific topics in academic writing, paraphrasing, referencing and online learning experience to address the experience related to those. In doing so, there would be the application of the Gibbs reflective model. 
[bookmark: _Toc81418635]Topic 1: Academic writing
Description
As per the views of Adeani et al. (2020), the use of the Gibbs reflective cycle is done for the purpose of evaluating own skills and use past experiences in an effective process as the process comprises of 5 stages in description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and action plan. The process of academic writing was relatively unknown before diving into the field of higher studies. However, the current set of things has helped let me know of the specific areas associated with academic writing. The process of identifying the topic area and thereafter brainstorming to generate ideas in the construction of writing structure is found to be exercised by me during the time of completing one project. The overall situation helped me differentiate academic writing from the regular genera of writing such as newspapers and blogs.
Feelings 
I felt confident with my own write-up while exercising the activities within academic writing. Likewise, the only constraint I had to deal with was noticed to be the structuring of the overall piece of work. According to the study by Wain (2017), learning through reflection allows one to make changes to thinking habits and work processes in a clinical fashion.  I thought it would be easier to write the sentences with academic rigour, but in many ways, I faltered which I believe I could improve upon in the coming times. 
Evaluation
The positives from the experience lied in the form of understanding the ways by which academic writing should be structured based on selected subject matters. I found that the content in academic writing has to be backed by an effective set of evidence, whereas I did manage to do that in the majority of the cases. On the other side, the negatives would orient around the inability to make use of flowery words in the write-up. In addition, I had the tendency of constructing long and complex sentences, which is not at all necessary for the academic writing process.  
Analysis
As per the views of Pham et al. (2020), academic writing and reflective thinking make for better progress in the academic field as strengths and weaknesses are understood easily. It can be evaluated that I feel confident about the way by which I write the academic content as that does not involve too many vague illustrations. I rely on the idea of making use of authentic evidence to support the write-up. However, I still think that there are areas where I could improve upon such as making the sentences clearer by avoiding complex constructions and enhancing the vocabulary to write in a more concise and focused manner for varied subjects.
 
Conclusion
I could have made less complicated sentences to have ensured that the writing was as per the academic standards. 
Action plan
The occurrence of a similar kind of situation where I would be requiring to write based on academic writing technique, I would be immediately following the systematic way of identifying the subject, rationalisation of the subject and structuring of it, followed by the use of evidence to support simple and informative sentences for better demarcation from the tutor.  
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Description
Keeping the meaning the same and articulating the structure and words in a different way enables the application of appropriate paraphrasing. During the time of developing projects and academic work, I have come across a plethora of areas where I had to paraphrase in an effective way. As viewed by Cahusac de Caux et al. (2017), academic writing proficiency is brought about with efficient paraphrasing. I found the main techniques of paraphrasing such as making use of synonyms, changing word class and changing word order in processing the paraphrased content from a sourced material. In addition, I have noticed that the changing of structure has to be done while knowing about the relations between variables in a sentence. 
Feelings 
I felt that I had a basic understanding of paraphrasing since the time I started academic writing as it requires the application of sourcing evidence and writing in my own views. I have known that the cause and effect between the factors within a sentence need to be identified effectively in paraphrasing the original content. In addition, I never thought that I was lagging behind in paraphrasing complex sentences as I do possess a sound vocabulary knowledge. 
Evaluation
The positives for me came in the form of rewriting the majority of the sentences while keeping the main ideas intact. In relation, I have been able to manage the construction of sentences with similar lengths as per the observed sources, whereas syntax errors are found to be minimised as well. On the contrary, the inability to make meaning out of some of the technical sentences have not been done well. Furthermore, sometimes the relationship between the factors has not been kept either in the case of complex sentences. 
Analysis
According to the views of Apsari (2018), reflective reading practices enables better dealing with past events thereby giving an edge in cases such as paraphrasing contents that were earlier difficult. The paraphrasing process has helped me know about the ways to cite information from sources to an effective degree. Likewise, I increased the capacity of my vocabulary as well, which aided in the process of making better sentences. Moreover, I understood the references of the majority of the sources from which I had to paraphrase the content. Nonetheless, the importance of paraphrasing is found to be extensive in the field of academic studying as well for which I need to improve even more to support my own views on a specific subject. 

Conclusion
Based on observations, I feel that I could make certain changes in future tasks to make sure the content is paraphrased in an appropriate manner. In the current set of events, the similarity of content is not noticed as major parts of the original content has been done without catching similarities. 
Action plan
In case the task of paraphrasing reoccurs, the plan to make it better and accurate would follow up the practice of increasing the understanding of cause and effect relation among factors and addressing the synonyms and word classing in a more fundamental manner. This should help keep the sentences meaningful. 

[bookmark: _Toc81418637]Topic 3: Referencing
Description
Plagiarism and referencing are known to be connected elements, which in the setting of academic study plays a pivotal role. As per the mentions of Gibson et al. (2017), reflective writing analytics for actionable feedback is one way of evaluating studies in a better manner.  During my academic studies, I had to make sure I knew about the set of misconducts associated with the process of referencing. This included me learn about the areas such as failing to reference, poor paraphrasing, self-plagiarism, submitting work that is not legitimately mine, collusion and unauthorised collaboration of students in the piece of submitted work. Collectively, I gained knowledge about the process of referencing and ways in which the in-texting is to be done.
 
Feelings 
I have learnt that content having authentic references is vital in making sure that I cannot be held accountable for copying someone’s work or taking help from others for the completion of work. Likewise, I now know that I managed to cite the references in a proper way and use them as supporting evidence for the produced academic work.  Furthermore, I thought that the referencing process is a simple one as knowing about the variations such as Harvard and APA referencing in most cases works for the academic write-up. On that note, the use of author names and dates for the purpose of in-texting has been identified in a clear manner as well.

Evaluation
The positives from the referencing guide have been in the form of knowledge about the author name and number distinction, date of publication, the title of the paper or article or book, place of distribution and publisher. The experience has been great learning the different kinds of referencing styles. On the other side, the application of these referencing styles such as Harvard varies from university to university which does make it somewhat difficult to get a grasp of the referencing style. This for me has been the only negative from the referencing process. 
Analysis
As mentioned by Woronchak and Comeau (2018), the value of reflective review is enormous in the field of academics. I learnt that the referencing process is more complex than it looks, as to remember the sequence and separate guide as per requirement can get difficult. Moreover, the possibility of writing a paraphrased content and referencing a different source as compared to the original one would lead to academic misconduct which is not at all preferred by any means. Therefore, the acknowledgement of sources needs to be done in order to promote the referencing process effectively.
Conclusion
The situational findings show the use of referencing to be necessary for the purpose of academic writing. I think that the referencing process could be improved with minor corrections such as following the guide properly and in-texting in accordance with that.
Action plan
In making the referencing attempts accurate in future, the application of the following guides in a more critical manner should be focused. This could be done by performing a wide range of referencing styles on a periodic basis. 

[bookmark: _Toc81418638]Topic 4: Online Learning Experience
Description
The online learning experience has come across to be of high significance for the students that rely on higher academic studies such as in my case. As discussed by Arms Almengor (2018), self-evaluation authorises better insights on professional development. I think I have followed the online classes in a positive manner which aided in the process of going about with the class notes and video tutorials in a prominent fashion. Communication is one area that has required adaptive inputs to make the online learning experience deliver adequate results for the academic sessions and exams. 

Feelings 
I thought the online learning experience would be better in inducing creativity and foster the need for learning on own, rather than always having a reliance on the tutors for knowing about a subject matter. With respect to the observed learning process, it actually did as I found ways to manage the online class schedules quite effectively. As per the views of Cole et al. (2021), student perceptions of online active learning practices and online learning climate share a positive correlation. I have created the scope for communicating with shorthand notes that have helped refer to better learning from the handed lecture notes. In addition, I had doubts in regards to the use of technical tools required to go by the online classes on a periodic basis.

Evaluation
I felt positive throughout the entire duration of the online learning classes as I thought it brought opportunities to get familiar with advanced study tools and get accustomed to a dynamic learning environment. As discussed by Lee-Post and Hapke (2017), Online learning integrity approaches are there to keep the process functional, despite a set of major issues such as communications. In contrasting terms, the negative aspect for me stood out in the form of lack of feedback reviews from the lecturer side and unable to communicate with fellow class members, which more often helps easily understand tricky questions and modules. 
Analysis
As viewed by Dennen et al. (2018),  effective practices for online learning environments such as the inclusion of state of the art equipment should be given to both students and teachers to promote the process. I can review the current situation of the online learning experience to be a good one, as I have had no issues with internet connectivity and had a good system. This allowed me to stay connected throughout the classes which eventually made me learn in a better way and hone my skills in decision making and problem-solving.  
Conclusion
The online learning experiences have benefitted more than the set of limitations it has. The online learning experiences preferably helped made the learning process intuitive for me, which did not leave me to bother about the communication gaps. 



Action plan
Future iterations of online learning could be made better by handing out more flexible timing in between the classes. This for me would be helpful in attending the long classes with efficacy.

[bookmark: _Toc81418639]Conclusion
On the basis of the above observations, it can be inferred upon that there is scope for making use of the current experiences gained across the selected topic fields. In a combined state, the better performing across all the selected topic areas beckons better professional developmental opportunities. While the honing of personal skills is expected for me following the approach of reflective reviews developed through the Gibbs model. 
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