The contents of both sources chosen for the topic of ‘Jim Jones: Peoples Temple’


The two sources chosen are about the 1978 Jonestown Massacre that occurred in Guyana, South America. Over 900 people died after being ordered by cult leader Jim Jones to drink a liquid that was laced with cyanide. The followers that refused to drink the deadly concoction were either forced to or killed by armed guards surrounding the compound. 

The first source is an article published in 1979 by Joel Greenberg. It was written a year after the incident, with many people still trying to come to terms with what happened at the Guyana compound. The writer attempts to understand and analyse the extent of control that cult leader Jim Jones had over his disciples. He describes the article as a “psychological autopsy” and includes quotes from ex-cult members, as well as various psychologists. Joel attempts to delve into the psychology behind Jim Jones’ ability to manipulate and control his followers. The article details the various ways in which the followers were encouraged to join the group and the methods used to deter them from leaving. It also explains what life in the compound was like, the type of behaviour they were expected to practise, and the techniques used by Jones and his most trusted recruits. 

The second source is from an internet website and includes an interview with an ex-member and survivor of the Peoples Temple, Teri Buford O’Shea, who recounts her experience in detail. Despite the article mainly focusing on the negative aspects of the cult, they do also touch upon the good parts, which is interesting, given the horror that eventually unfolded. It also allows for insight into the cult from someone with a first-hand account. The article begins with a brief description of the events and information about Teri’s life before becoming a member. She is then asked a series of questions about her seven years with Peoples Temple and the regular suicide practises they would have to participate in. The article chronicles her various encounters with leader Jim Jones and gives a sense of what it was like to live with him. She describes him as a “very complex, confusing character” who was “passionate about integration”. In contrast to this, she also expresses how she felt that he was “paranoid, abusive and a madman”. Finally, Teri explains how she escaped Guyana, her life after leaving and gives her definition of what a cult is.  
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