

Exploring Themes Through Role Play: Engaging Pupils in Interactive Learning Experiences

The aim of this essay is to understand whether pupils of all abilities engage better with theme-based tasks when interacting through role play. Reasoning for this research is due to my interest in the use of role play in the early years, I believe that all children can benefit from the exposure to role play as long as it is relevant to the age group. The school is a large school in a town in South Wales, there is a high percentage of pupils with ALN and behavioural issues, which can affect the ability to complete work or even participate in tasks, therefore by involving an element of play into the work the hope is that pupils who do not enjoy the structure of a progression step 3 classroom. Year 4 pupils are at the age where they begin preparing for the journey upwards towards secondary school, although it can be forgotten that they are still young children and require stimulation through play, by allowing them to become emersed in theme-based role play the aim is to further develop their hunger for the theme and that of what they’re learning. Trips are a popular way of aiming to spark the children’s’ interest but allowing them to feel the emotions, be in the situation, recreate a famous moment in history allows them to gain the true real-life experience of emotions that they need to empathise with what happened and helps spark an interest within them. 


Role play has been used in early years education for a very long time, and there is much research on its benefits which leads to it being one of the most powerful approaches to learning that there is. Role play comes in many different forms, which are all used for different benefits. During this case study the type of role play was stimulation, the stimulation was based on a real-life event, this being the picket lines during the 1984-1985 miners’ strike. Pupils learnt about the miners’ strike, understood the difficulties of the time, pupils had watched real footage of the strike during lessons. This current term the theme year 4 are looking at is ‘Wedi Elwch Tawelwch Fu’ from the concept of ‘Cynefin’, we’re looking specifically at the coal industry in South Wales. The case study is based off a series of lessons, these lessons were English Language lessons with a combination of Humanities. Due to the 1984 Miner’s strike and its relevance to the topic but also due ton it being 40 years this year since the strike it was a hook used to entice the pupils in. The end product was an enactment of a picket line from the 1984 Miners’ Strike, pupils dressed up as miners, miners’ wives, classic 80’s wear and completed the miners’ strike. To do this the children had to understand the importance of the strike, they had to understand the ethics of both the miners and the government, they had to understand the hard truths of the hardships of the time. The role play experience itself was the miners’ strike, the children were aware of the end goal which was recreating a picket line from the time. This activity was purely pupil lead, they had the knowledge of how to create a picket line and the things they needed to do. up until this point the children had undertaken many lessons on persuasive language, success criteria’s, the miners’ strike, they had to then create their own picket ideas before returning as a group to decide on the best idea and create a full-sized picket. During their re-enactment of the miners’ strike the children formed their own take on the strike without the assistance of an adult, children used their communication skills and worked as a collective to decide on the things they want to do. the children chose to march up and down the yard with their pickets’ chanting things like “coal not dole” they also recreated the ‘scabs’ crossing the picket lines, this allowed children to feel and experience the emotions of the miners at the time during the strike. 

A staple in early years education is learning through play. Play is one of the most efficient tool for learning, especially when children are young (Vlaicu, 2014). Play enables children to learn different skills and develop abilities to do things, speech and language is a key component that gets developed through play. (Vlaicu, 2014), it allows them to start shaping as an individual and start to discover different behaviours. By learning through play, educators can identify behaviour issues. (Vlaicu, 2014) or issues in general that may need to be addressed, by addressing it through role play it allows to child to see it being acted out but also gives them an opportunity to do it for themselves and learn from it. (Vlaicu, 2014). Play as a general and more specifically role play allow for children to learn and understand the world around them, this is very true for young children and allowing them to begin to understand the ever so complicated world that we live in, stimulation role play allows for them to play out real life situation that they may have seen at home or on the television, it also gives educators a good indication of whether things need to be addressed. 

Bonilla-Sanchez et al (2022) suggests similarly to Vlaicu (2014) that role play and play in general allow for children to develop themselves but also new meanings to their world around them, therefore adding to the things they already know about the world around them. This begins to therefore develop their understanding of things and the world around them including language and behaviour. Children ten to mimic behaviours they have seen and therefore if children are being exposed to good role play, they will begin to copy those around them. Vygotsky’s Cultural historical theory (1978) suggests that applying role play to children’s education, especially in the early years allows for them to develop their social, emotional, and cognitive skills. Due to Covid-19 pandemic, many children now on progression step 2 and 3 have potentially missed out on key factors in their development, which suggests that perhaps learning through play should be across all progression steps to ensure that the skills that should be nurtured in infancy and early years is being fulfilled. Playing is a natural instinct amongst young animals (Evolutionary theory), it allows for them to explore themselves and develop skills that filter through into adulthood that help them survive, the same can be said for our children, there is a natural instinct to want to play, explore and role play. Children are often found mimicking the world around them, for example, young children first attending school and experiencing the school system are often found role playing schools, this is helps them process the world around them in their own way. 

Role play allows for children to further develop their social, emotional wellbeing, as suggested by Vygotsky (1978) but it can also help with children’s retention of different concepts of the world around them by educators providing them an interactive learning environment (Bronwell and Eison, 1991), along with this as previously stated earlier Rao & Stupans (2012) suggest that role play increases children’s communication skills as suggested by Vygotsky (1978) and Vlaicu (2014) previously. It allows for them to develop their empathy, active listening skills and help them to develop and articulate their ideas along with refining their non-verbal and verbal skills in a safe wholesome environment (Rao & Stupans, 2012). As previously stated by Rao & Stupans, (2012) role play allows for children to develop their empathy, Dweck (2006) agrees that it does in fact improves children’s understanding of empathy, but it also helps build more inclusive attitudes. 

Role playing develops children’s problem-solving skills, when creating role play scenarios, it is important that there are opportunities to stretch the young mind and enable them to use their critical thinking skills and creativity to allow them to further develop their current skill set (Kolb, 1984). As Kolb states, it is important to allow children to have opportunities to practice these skills, Bandura’s (1997) research further elaborates how developing these skills that Kolb has suggested allows for children to become more confident and succeed in any scenario presented to them, Bandura suggests that this helps improve childhood anxiety and improves children’s self-efficacy. Moore (2013) writes that role play can increase anxiety rather than improve it, Moore states that this can in fact impact their ability to enjoy their experience and have a detrimental effect on their confidence. Role play can at times over-simplify the message or aim of the activity (Driskell et al., 2006) along with this it can also reinforce stereotypes that no longer exist (Burgess & Ivanova, 2013) therefore it is crucial that children understand the reasoning for the role play and avoid unless necessary reinforcing stereotypes. 

Role play as stated previously is an element that has been found in early years education for years, Goffman’s (1959) research from over half a century ago suggests that role playing creates a safe space for children to express themselves and allows them to deal with real-life issues without the consequences of the real-world, this allows them the freedom of exploring, learning and exploration about their environment without judgement.  This is a theme found throughout the research, role play nurtures a plethora of skills that is essential in childhood development. Role playing as stated previously has many benefits although Taylor & Walford (2007) write that role-playing is time consuming, not only for the completion of the task but also the preparation time for the educators, time in which could be used for other activities; but as others would state previously there are many benefits to these activities and therefore does the issue of time hold a strong enough argument to not continue with role play.  Lastly role play and its set up is as important as the experience of the children participating, if an individual who is creating a role play scenario for them has not got an idea or understanding about what they want their children to understand and develop from the role play it can lead to a poorly led session and therefore the children do not receive the educational outcome that was originally desired (Cantrell, 2008). 



During this project the research methods used were interviews and questionnaires, my reasoning for choosing these two methods is due to their positives and negatives matching up. When researching and understanding that many disadvantages of perhaps interviewing are an advantage when researching questionnaires therefore allowing for them to balance each other out and help the researcher gain a clear understanding to the pupils’ opinions about the research project in question and a collection of valuable data. 

Interviews allow for a deeper understanding of the pupils understanding, interest and involvement during the case study. By interviewing and using open-ended questions allow interviewers to gain a deeper understanding, therefore leading to better data collection compared to other methods of data collection (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009). Although it is a good way to gain a deeper understanding of pupils understanding and experience whilst interviewing it can also be quite time consuming, and not necessarily successful (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009). Interviewing is also very flexible, questions can be changed to suit the pupils, questions can also be removed if unnecessary (Rubin & Rubin, 2012). Interviewing is flexible and allows for changes to be made there and then, but it also allows for bias, since those being interviewed can potentially say answers that they believe the interviewers may want to hear (Patton, 2015). Additionally interviewing allows for pupils to build a rapport with the interviewer (Seidman, 2013), in this case the student teacher, they will already have a relationship and therefore have a better relationship with the interviewer allowing them to be more open about their experiences. 

Although the previous points do state that pupils may be more inclined to speak their mind during the interview as they already have a rapport with the interviewer it may also be a contradiction of this, pupils may feel obliged to say they enjoyed the experience and be overly positive due to aiming to please the interviewer. By interviewing pupils it allows for the interviewer to delve deeper into answers and perhaps push pupils to say a certain thing by feeding information to the pupils, probing to an extent is a good way to receive a deeper understanding of what exactly it is the pupils are trying to articulate (Patton, 2015) but its ensuring then that information is not being manipulated and fed to the pupils to receive a certain answer. This is a small-scale project and therefore information collected from the interview is on a smaller basis, therefore finding will be on a smaller scale as opposed to a larger scale project, which can lead to interviewing being far more ineffective due to things like cost and time (Bryman, 2016). Rubin & Rubin (2016) suggest that data management when interviewing is challenging and can result in a substantial amount of time combing through interview data, applying it to different systems to allow an anaclasis to be completed, creating a larger workload. As suggested earlier by Patton (2015) pupils may answer in a way in which pleases the interviewer and not necessarily say what it is they truly believe, Denscombe (2014) writes similarly that pupils may change their answers due to their peers having a certain answer and not wanting to feel socially undesirable amongst their friends and teachers. 


Moving forward to our second form of data collection being questionnaires, this is a standard form of collecting data, it allows for pupils to answer the same questions in the same format (Brynman, 2016), questions cannot be changed. Also, questionnaires are efficient if time is an issue, those who are required to fill can do so in their own time with no effects on the researcher, they are more time efficient especially when looking at a larger pool of numbers, in this instant the research is being conducted on a smaller number of people, although this is the case it still allows the researcher to collect data in a quicker manner and allows for the data to be analysed in a shorter amount of time than an interview (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). Additionally using questionnaires as a form of collecting information allows it to be completed anonymously which allows them to express their true feelings towards the research project (Fowler,2014) without fear of potentially hurting anyone’s feelings and wanting to be socially accepted by their peers which was a disadvantage when looking at interviewing. A disadvantage when looking at questionnaires is the close ended questions often found in this type of data collection (De Vaus, 2014), as when we look at interviewing the question can be left more open or can be opened if required. Questionnaires on a whole can be accessible to the majority of people (Gillham, 2008) and therefore making it a more accessible form of data collection, for example if a pupil was off due to an illness or any other issue and the data needed to be collected, they could fill out a questionnaire and their impute would then be used. A drawback of using questionnaires is the lack of depth that can be achieved in an interview, where interviewers can question and get a further and deeper understanding of what exactly the pupil is intending when making comments about certain aspects of the research project; also, the quality of responses when reviewing questionnaires is far less than perhaps what you would receive when interviewing pupils (Fowler, 2014). Along with these pupils may misunderstand the question and not fully answer the question that allows for data to be taken from the answer, whereas when interviewing if a pupil has slightly misinterpreted the question the interviewer can amend the question or explain the question in better detail allowing for the pupils to answer correctly and the researcher gaining the knowledge required to process good quality data for the research. Questionnaires can be completed by pupils to a very good standard, whilst others may become dishonest and silly whilst attempting to complete the questionnaire (Denscombe, 2014) and therefore producing a low-quality data which is not reliable when looking at the data to conclude an argument as to the outcome of the research project. Lastly writing unbiased questions or closed questions in questionnaires can be difficult and therefore can lead to forced answers or answers of poor quality (De Vaus, 2014). 

The data from the interviews and the questionaries overall show a positive reaction to the role play. During the interviews 25 out of 28 pupils enjoyed the experience, whilst 3 out of 28 did not enjoy the experience. Pupil A said, “I enjoyed doing this because it’s fun” and appeared very excited after the experience. Pupil b who did not enjoy said “I didn’t enjoy it because I forgot my fancy dress”, pupil b then went on to say “if I had my fancy dress it would’ve been more fun but my mum forgot so I did not enjoy”, here pupil b did appear to enjoy during the activity but due to feeling left out since the pupil did not dress up from the era as the rest of the classroom did he became frustrated and did not want to participate but eventually did when the pupils saw his peers enjoying and having fun. One pupil with sensory issues did say when being interviewed “I did kinda like it, but the thing is there was too much noise, and it hurts my ears. I want to do it again, but can everyone be quieter” the pupil was offered ear defenders but refuses to wear them due to the pupil not liking the feeling of wearing them. There was a pattern and the children who appeared stressed or did not fully enjoy the experience are individuals who struggle to work collectively as a team, surprisingly many pupils who suffer with anxiety enjoyed thoroughly saying “Omg miss it was amazing can we do it again?”, Pupils were very much enjoying their time completing the role play, “I loved it was so cool; I haven’t done anything like it before” is another example of their excitement and enjoyment of the task.  Pupil C said “I liked shouting at the Scabs as they crossed the picket lines, they’re traitors, they don’t have the same ethics as me” the pupils enjoyed being emersed in the experience and enjoyed the element of being able to step into a different era. Children who did not enjoy were children who struggle to work as a team Many pupils who suffer with anxiety within the classroom thrived off of the opportunity to step out of their current role and “become someone else” “experience the things our grandparents felt during the time”, the pupils in the year 4 classroom appeared to be excited and could stop talking about the experience they had of travelling back in time to 1984 and experiencing experiences that their families had experienced at the time, allowing them to tap into their emotions and feelings to truly get the full experience 

The questionnaires had similar answers with one pupil saying, “I want to do it again it was so fun” and another saying, “I liked making the pickets and really making it feel like I was a miners’ relative during the time”. one pupil who did not enjoy the theme to begin with and found it “boring” and didn’t understand why they had to learn about is said in an interview “Maggie Thatcher the milk snatcher! She took our milk and now our mines!! It’s not on miss, we need to remember what the milk snatcher did to Wales!”, The pupils seemed to really enjoy and feel a sense of responsibly to remember the history as their local area is a coal mining village and many of their family members have relatives or family friends who worked in the local mines. To look at this data and to analysed it Excel was used along with using visual data like bar charts and things like that. This allowed the researcher to access the data quickly and be able to see exactly the information that could be used. The researcher would have to read all the information first and ensure that the information being used is suitable to the research and that only relevant and appropriate responses are being used. 

During this project I must address ethical considerations, before beginning this project I have completed an ethics form, here all considerations have been established, the type of research, the information collected, and the things needed to be done to consider what could be ethically compromising. Before beginning the project, parents of the pupils in the classroom where all sent a letter explaining to the parents exactly what it is their children are being invited to take part in. the parents also had consent forms to say whether or not they want their children to partake in the project or not. The pupils will be allowed to withdraw at any time and do not require a reason to do so, they will not be treated differently, they will continue with the activities, but their data will not be collected, parents can also withdraw their child from the research if they please. The data will all be kept anonymous, pupils will be referred to as A, B, C and so on, the school will be named School X, the reasoning for this is to keep this research and those participating completely anonymous to protect their identity. All pupils have been invited to partake in the research regardless of ability, everyone will partake in the activity even if their data has not been permitted to be used, they will partake without me taking their data and using it. 

When it comes to storing data, I will predominantly be storing this on OneDrive due to the 2-step authenticator which will allow me to keep things as confidential as possible and away from anyone seeing the data. I will be the only individual who has access to the original data, my mentor will have access to the data that has been analysed and found in this project. The data will be destroyed after the results of the essay have been returned, if there is a requirement to re-do the essay then the data will be kept until a second essay is completed and marked.  There will also be paper copies of some data that has been handwritten due to no access to a computer, this data will be kept in a safe locked space, only I will have access to this, on original notes pupils’ initials will be used to be able to identify the different pupils and also if a pupil decides to withdraw, I can destroy and get rid of their data if required. The reason for this is the General Data Protection Regulation. 


There is a clear corelation between pupil interaction with theme-based work and role play. During this project the children became emersed within the experience, they produced better work than in the previous set of tasks. Throughout this essay it is clear to see that relevant literature when looking at role play is mainly targeted towards early years educators, although those skills still need to be developed and nurtured as children grow older, the use of role play to increase interest in theme-based tasks worked immensely with the year 4 pupils in School X, many became so emersed that they did not want it to end, many pupils have requested to partake in a similar activity again. The pupils have become more emersed in the theme-based tasks throughout the weeks following the strike and have produced better levels of work and their understanding of ethics of the miners, the government the ‘scabs’ and so on. These pupils have a better understanding of the hardship of the time from the role play experience. 

During this research there are many different aspects that could be further developed to create more in-depth understanding of the research project and a stronger conclusion on a larger scale. A limitation in research to do with this research is the inability to find enough research when looking at older pupils, therefore in the future there should be more research conducted about the impact of role play on older pupil interaction and the drawbacks or advantages to its use in the school system. It would be interesting to see the interactions from those children from regular role-playing experiences and whether they along with real life experiences enhance pupils’ desires to learn about their theme and the things they’re learning. Things that can be done differently next time. perhaps encourage the children to decide what type of role play they would like to do, instead of it being structured for them, although during the task they did branch off and do what they wanted with the role play but perhaps using the voice of the pupil from the beginning to truly understand what it is they wish to do. The pupils who partook during this research project thoroughly enjoyed and wish to do it more often. 
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 CONSENT FORM 
PROJECT TITLE: Exploring Themes Through Role Play: Engaging Pupils in Interactive Learning Experiences

Name of Researcher:	Miss Katie Francis 


									         	
Please initial box

1. I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet dated 29/04/2024 for the above study.
 
2. I understand that my child’s participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw my child from the study at any time, without giving any reason.

3.  I understand that my child can choose to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason.

4. I understand that the information given by my child will be used in a university assignment.

5.  I understand that my child’s name will not appear at any time.

6. 	I agree for my child to take part in the above study.



_____________________        _____________________________       __________
Child’s name                             Parent signature                                       Date





When completed, please return to Miss K Francis by the 07/05/2024 

Thank you.


 

INFORMATION SHEET
PROJECT TITLE: Exploring Themes Through Role Play: Engaging Pupils in Interactive Learning Experiences



Dear Parent / Guardian,

My name is Miss Katie Francis, I’m currently studying for a PGCE qualification at Yr Athrofa, University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  I’m a student teacher who’s currently on placement in Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Pontardawe. I’m currently teaching in your child’s class, alongside Mrs Griffiths and Mrs Fairburn. 

I would like to invite your child to participate in my research project. The project is: Exploring Themes Through Role Play: Engaging Pupils in Interactive Learning Experiences. I aim to assess their interaction with theme-based tasks through role play.  Through your child’s participation, I hope to ascertain whether role play increases pupils interest when introducing a new theme. 

I will be interviewing the children because:
1. **Pupil Voice and Agency**: Giving children a voice and involving them in decision-making processes empowers them and helps them feel valued as active participants in their own learning. By soliciting their opinions on tasks, educators demonstrate that their perspectives are important and taken into consideration.
2. **Feedback for Improvement**: Children's opinions provide valuable feedback on the effectiveness of instructional strategies, learning activities, and assessment methods. Their insights can help educators identify strengths and weaknesses in teaching practices and adjust to improve future tasks and activities.
3. **Understanding Individual Needs**: Every child is unique, with different learning preferences, strengths, and challenges. By interviewing children about their experiences with tasks, educators can gain a better understanding of individual needs and preferences, allowing them to tailor instruction to better meet the diverse needs of their students.
4. **Promoting Reflection and Metacognition**: Encouraging children to reflect on their learning experiences promotes metacognitive skills, such as self-awareness, self-monitoring, and self-regulation. Through interviews, children can articulate their thought processes, strategies used, and areas of difficulty, which enhances their ability to understand and control their own learning.
5. **Building Relationships and Trust**: Conducting interviews fosters positive relationships between educators and students. It demonstrates that educators care about children's perspectives and are interested in their thoughts and feelings. This can strengthen trust and rapport, creating a supportive learning environment where children feel comfortable expressing themselves openly.

6. **Informing Curriculum and Instruction**: Children's opinions can inform curriculum development and instructional planning. By understanding what engages and motivates students, educators can design tasks and activities that are more meaningful, relevant, and engaging, ultimately enhancing learning outcomes.
I will also be observing children during role play as it serves several important purposes:
1. **Assessment of Understanding**: Role play provides insights into children's understanding of various concepts and topics. By observing them, I can assess whether they have grasped key ideas and are able to apply them in different scenarios.
2. **Social and Emotional Development**: Role play offers opportunities for children to develop social skills such as cooperation, negotiation, empathy, and conflict resolution. 
3. **Creativity and Imagination**: Role play encourages children to use their creativity and imagination to explore different roles and situations. Observing their imaginative play can provide valuable insights into their cognitive development and ability to think creatively.
4. **Language Development**: Role play often involves verbal communication, which can help children develop their language and communication skills.
5. **Assessment for Learning**: Observing children during role play can inform educators about their interests, strengths, and areas for improvement. This information can be used to adapt teaching strategies, provide targeted support, and facilitate personalized learning experiences.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

All names will be kept strictly confidential and will only be known by myself and my research partner. Your child’s participation in this study is completely voluntary so you or your child can withdraw from the study at any stage.  Your child will also be asked to give their consent before the beginning of the study.
 The results of the research will be discussed in a university assignment that will contribute to my PGCE course.  The results of this study will be stored on OneDrive and all raw data will be destroyed once the assessment has been marked. 

I thank you in advance for your time. 

Yours sincerely,

Miss Katie Francis 	
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If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Investigating the impact of pupil’s engagement through role play. 

	2
	Proposed start date:
	
	Proposed end date:
	

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

To see whether year 4 pupils receive better results and are more engaged with the work and theme they will be studying this term through bringing learning through play into the year 4 classroom. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

Does role-play activities increase year 4 pupils’ engagement?   


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity

To understand whether learning through play, in year 4, increases pupils’ engagement 

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

Do their interest in the work increase?

Do they gain a better understanding? 

Do they enjoy it more? 

Do they develop new interests in the topic?

Overall does engagement improve? 


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	During this research there is several different methods I may use. I may use questionaries as a form of receiving information based on children’s opinions on the experiences they’ve experience whilst partaking in the project, children who do not wish to participate in the research can still partake in the activities, but their data will not be collected or used in the research project. 

Interviews are another method which may be used during the research project, this will allow a more in-depth response from children, which allows them to express themselves freely, questions will not be leading, and the conversation will be an open one. Children will be made aware that this is their opinion and their experiences, if they did not like something or enjoy the project then they can express this freely without any consequences. Children who do not wish to be part of the research project they will not need to participate in the interviews. 

Written feedback is another method which could be used to collect data for this research project. Children who may have written feedback and then decided that they no longer want to partake in the research their data will NOT be used. Children will be once again informed that they are entitled to their opinions and honesty is essential when completing the written feedback.

Observation is another possible method that could be used during the research project, and possibly the one that will be used most often, children will be made aware that they’re being observed and if they do not wish for their data to be collected it will not be they will still be involved in the activities and partaking, but their data will not be collected. 

Throughout the whole process pupils will be reminded that their opinion is valid, and it is THEIR opinion that’s needed, their honesty also. All feedback will be open ended, no leading questions. Questions will be open, and the children are in a safe space to express their opinions and whether they did or did not enjoy the experience. Insuring the children that at no point will they be wrong or treated differently if they did not like or enjoy the experiment. 

Children will be made aware that they can withdraw at ANYTIME, regardless of whether the data has been collected. If the data has been collected for that child, it will no longer be used. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	
The location in which the research will be conducted is the school I am currently on placement in. It will mainly be taking place within the classroom. Potentially taken outside depending on the weather.

 
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☒
	☐

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	
A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language – this will be reached by integrating the Welsh language throughout the project, allowing children to express themselves using the language and develop their confidence whilst using the language in a positive casual, playful environment, where if they’re worried about making mistakes.




SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☒
	☐

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
There are 27 pupils in the Year 4 class. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
The participants will be the Year 4 students who I am teaching. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
The participants will be identified using their initials in notes and then whilst writing the assessment they will be referred to as pupil a,b etc. the reason for this is to ensure their identities are kept secret. The reason I will use their initials when researching is to allow for me to identify students data and if a pupil decides to withdraw from the process then I can easily identify their data and dispose of it correctly and insure that it does not get used. 
(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
· 1) Potential discomfort and disagreement between peers in group discussions 
· 2) Emotional distress due to feeling coerced into given positive responses, may believe it will lead to them being treated differently. 
· 3) how to mitigate the risks 
· 

· 
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

· 1) I will always monitor the discussion, if the focus becomes uncomfortable for anyone it will be abandoned. Throughout those involved will be reminded that at any time they can withdraw their consent at any time. 
· 2) Consent from them and their parents will be obtained before any research is started. Those who decide that they no longer want to participate will be able to withdraw their consent at any time. Their data will no longer be collected or used then. I will ensure that all those involved in the research that if they withdraw it will not affect the relationships with those involved in the research, or have any negative repercussions. 
· – 3) that a member of staff/school can be on hand to support any young people who may need some additional support.

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:

· 1) Concerns of coercion

· 2) Participates may want to withdraw 

· 3) Accusations of fabrication



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:
· 1) I will continuously remind those involved that they are able to disengage at any time. 
· 2) If participants decide that they no longer wish to be a part of the research, then the research will continue with the remaining participants 
· 3) I will brief the participants on the transcripts of interviews or notes, clarifying any points that need clarifying.
· 


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:

Reputational damage (complaints against the researcher)
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:

· I will adhere to the UWTSD code of ethics, ensure compliance with data storage regulations,  adhere to the UWTSD code of conduct. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:

Use of paper 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:

· Mainly use electronic systems using two step authentication to protect data. 

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	001791874290



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
If those participating require more information on the research and the outcomes, they will have a contact email where they can email requesting further information. They can also discuss anything they need, any worries will be discussed. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	

· Paper questionnaire – sign a consent form before completing 
· Online questionnaire – consent before the questionnaire 
(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
· All data will be anonymous, and those who no longer wish to participate their data will no longer be collected and disposed of correctly. 

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	x
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	
· Participants initials – to identify whose data I am handling and if a participant decided they no longer wish to participate, their data will not be used and can be disposed of. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☒
	☐

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☐

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	
Throughout the research project, all data will be kept in a safe place, requiring password with two step authentications to access it. Paper data will be kept in a locked box whilst it is not being used and when it is being used it will be done in private areas where only I can access the information. 
All data will be destroyed once the data is finished with. Paper copies will be shredded, all digital data will be deleted and removed from the cloud.


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Myself and my supervisor will have access to these documents. Again, these documents will only be able to be accessed by me and my supervisor. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	I will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity. 


	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
· The data will be stored until the results of the research project are received, if the research project gets a pass, then ALL data will be deleted and destroyed, if the research project needs re-sitting then the data will be kept until the results are in. Then ALL data will be destroyed and deleted from all servers. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	K.J.Francis
	Date:8/4/24




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.





