
W O R K S H O P  3 :  C H O O S I N G  A  T I T L E

Classics Project



NOW WHAT?

You have chosen your subject 
area…



Step 1: Narrowing it down

Ancient 
Economy

Greek 
Economy

…of the 
classical 
period…

…in 
Athens…

…relating to 
trade…

…pottery…

…export of…
…to Asia 
Minor…

…good 
market?



Step 2: Focusing your reading

1. What is available?

2. What primary material is available and can you 
access it?

3. What modern scholarship is available and can you 
access it?



Step 3: Tweaking the topic

1. A lot more material to do with ETRURIA, very little 
to do with Asia Minor.

2. There is some scholarship on Athenian – Etruscan 
relationships in the period

3. SO, not Asia Minor but ETRURIA

4. More material on pottery in the 6th century (archaic 
period).

5. SO, not classical period but 6th century



Step 4: Write a working title

 A working title needs to tell you and the reader what 
the topic is about.

 It needs to have the possibility of an answer

 It needs to create the need for an argument or 
discussion rather than merely be descriptive



Step 4(B): The working title

 Why was Etruria a good export market for Athenian 
pottery in the 6th century BCE?



Working titles and the Eye-catcher

 A working title (or 
subtitle) is there to tell 
the reader specifically 
what your work is about.

 The “eye-catcher” is 
there to seduce the 
reader into picking up 
your work with interest.

 The “eye-catcher” is best 
written when you are 
nearing the completion 
of your work.



Class Exercise

 Work on your title.

 Consult with other members of your group or with 
us.

 You will need to have a working title by 3pm this 
afternoon.

 Publish your working title on the Moodle forum by 
3pm this afternoon.

 You will receive approval and/or feedback on your 
title by Wednesday 5pm.


