Part 1 - 
[bookmark: _Int_19RvT6CZ][bookmark: _Int_2B2j56BL][bookmark: _Int_wt09rMW3]In Iceland and other countries, they think it is important that children play outdoors to encourage exercise and educate a healthy lifestyle into their lives. People wrote about government papers which state that outdoor play is vitally important for children's future health and wellbeing. In the curriculum guidelines, they put a big focus on outdoor learning environments as a place for making children think positive about the natural world, as a place where you can exercise and maintain a healthy living, that is what Nordahl and Johannesson (2013) wrote in their journal. 
[bookmark: _Int_ELTk7idm]Emphasising outdoor play has been happening for a long time in Iceland for children aged one to six. They play outside every day in schools for children aged six to sixteen where they only get to play outside with their friends when it is playtime. We do not have too much information about what teachers do outside to help learn, but it depends on each teachers teaching style and individual schools, but there are signs in Iceland that teachers are using outdoor play more than they used to the past. In Reykjavik, the capital, 70% of schools say that they do outside education on a regular basis (Oladottir, 2008).
Nordahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Part 2a - 
[bookmark: _Int_4nPNcpCm][bookmark: _Int_9kiHpcEL][bookmark: _Int_qmTHz89T]The following information will be referenced to Forest Schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network that says, “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult's regular opportunities to achieve, develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a natural woodland environment.” Murray and O’Brien (2006). People are worried that young children in schools do not get to go to woodlands and green places like their parents did because they are worried that something will happen to them and children can do a lot more indoor activities, that is what O’Brien and Murray stated. There is also research that shows us that if children do not go when they are younger, then they will not want to go as they grow older. Young children will miss out on the physical, intellectual, language, emotional and social benefits of accessing nature. Ward Thompson, Aspinall, Bell and others (2004). Learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to do Forest School in their own schools to promote an alternative way of learning in a natural outdoor environment, especially in the Foundation Phase.
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Part 2b - 
https://www.blogger.com/blog/posts/2417589897564398925 
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic
writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that
students avoid this?
You can be accused of plagiarism. It is important for students to avoid plagiarism because it is a form of theft by taking someone else’s words and using it as your own. Plagiarism can affect your academic career. It can cause consequences such as a low grade, automatically failing a course, etc. 

2. [bookmark: _Int_5h3of7PU] You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True
or False? Explain your answer.
This statement is false. You must reference everything you see and take from a website, book, journal and even images. 

3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic
assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you
believe this statement is true or false.
This statement is false because Wikipedia can be edited by anyone at any time. Wikipedia is not a reliable source of information. You should only use websites that end in .com, .org, gov. This is because these websites are usually the most credible sources as .org means it is from an organisation, .com 

4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide
which explains how to present a very long quotation.
[bookmark: _Int_yNlm2rOe]For a very long quotation, you must identify the quotation you think relates to what you are writing about. If the quotation is longer than 2 lines, the quote must sit beneath the text with the reference before it. The reference before it must include; the author’s last name, year it was published in brackets and then states what the quote is. For the quotation, there is no need for speech marks. Write out the indentation. After you have finished your quote, to finish it off you need to open the brackets and write in the author’s last name with a commar and then the year it was published then another commar and the page number. 

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic
assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic
Study.
[bookmark: _Int_oxXMbh0P]Define your topic first. Make sure you understand the topic. Gather some background information on the topic which will make it easier to write about. Find different ways that are useful and related to your topic such as books, journal articles and find information on websites (credible sources). Evaluate all the sources and make sure they all are relatable and reliable/credible. Once you have gathered all the information you need, you can then start writing up your assignment.
To begin to conduct research for an academic assignment, you can use e-books and e-journals provided in the library and on the library websites. Five sources you can use that would be acceptable for academic study would be; e-books, e-journals, credible websites, news/magazines, and Government documents.

Part 3 – Critical Response
[bookmark: _Int_XGtYvmtq][bookmark: _Int_309ekYVG][bookmark: _Int_otWVfmml][bookmark: _Int_R5b2CqYr][bookmark: _Int_7rjYFvWC]Are schools set to fail? A question that the author Emma Smith has researched in her article ‘Schooled to Fail.’ Emma explores multiple resources through her research to conclude whether Welsh schools are underachieving in final examinations at the end of compulsory education in comparison to English schools. She makes reference to a substantial number of statistics that explore educational attainment with reference to gender and household income and evaluates how this can impact educational performance. The author goes on to explore whether gender plays a role in educational attainment. In order to assess these differences, Emma Smith gathered evidence from multiple sources offering different perspectives and statistics to determine if her hypothesis was correct. The data from the Welsh Joint Education Committee was used to compare the achievement gaps in GCSE and GCE performance between boys and girls. Emma Smith also looked into how schools in Wales have slowly improved in their end of compulsory education results and how this trend will hopefully continue.
[bookmark: _Int_Q1VReByN][bookmark: _Int_CS2KljMD]The author’s main purpose of the article is to highlight the possibility of educational differences between two neighbouring countries and explore the cause in order for a change to be made. The author is motivated for Welsh educational performance to be improved and this remains consistent throughout the article.
[bookmark: _Int_5k5lHmHT][bookmark: _Int_mAmqQTOP][bookmark: _Int_lkr7oCEe][bookmark: _Int_ZoJPDi5L][bookmark: _Int_wX9eMN6j][bookmark: _Int_Zcc7eXEz]There were paragraphs used throughout the text however they were quite long, unorganised and often repetitive, which made the reading experience quite challenging. The limited use of links between paragraphs made it difficult to stay on track of the current topic being discussed and it would have been an easier read if the information was more spaced out. Emma made great use of graphs and tables to illustrate the statistics, these were factual and helped back up each statement the author made. They made it easier to understand the text and appreciate the differences in educational performance. However, these were unknowingly placed in the main body of text as well as the appendices.
[bookmark: _Int_TfRPGCUr][bookmark: _Int_huw0Bh9f][bookmark: _Int_vyxMqEwr][bookmark: _Int_mXbIDPAs]This article uses a formal style of writing throughout the text with the target audience of expert academics within this field. There were certain parts in this essay which were quite difficult to read. The use of statistics from National Government resources makes the discussion very accurate and non-biased. The statistics compared data from each year between 1970-2003, this is a long timeframe for comparison and allows for trends to be discovered. The text relies on these statistics whilst also making reference to other reliable sources such as the National Assembly for Wales, His Majesty’s Stationery Office and Office of National Statistics which is effective in supporting the article in a non- bias way. The language was very factual and objective with no persuasive or subjective writing. She kept to the facts and reserved personal opinion for the conclusion.
The clear problem of the text was under achievement in Welsh schools in comparison to English schools and this remained the subject topic of the discussion. This claim was backed up and reasoned well with the use of appropriate references and data figures. The argument remained consistent throughout and every paragraph was written to answer the problem stated in the title.
[bookmark: _Int_pWIUphIQ]The conclusion of the article is that Welsh schools are underperforming in comparison to English schools and that girls performed better overall in all subjects with the exception of mathematics where the results show a varying achievement gap between both genders.
[bookmark: _Int_ZLYXb1ny][bookmark: _Int_iDbDlRxa]The article concluded that the latest trends in 2003 demonstrated improvement across the Welsh educational performance statistics and showed the potential that Wales has to improve. The Welsh Government published an article in 2020 stating a mission to improve education in Wales through the use of changing how teachers are taught, improving learning environments and curriculums and giving the students the support they need (Welsh Government, 2020). The Welsh Senedd Research published the Welsh results for the 2022 GCSE examinations which revealed that 72.1% of females achieved A*-C grade whereas only 65% of males achieved A*-C grade. This implies that the same trend continues however past results were not available for comparison (Hughes, 2022).
The statistics and information provided in the article are reliable and demonstrate differences in educational performance. However, the biggest problem when comparing Welsh and English schools is the fact that they are being taught different curriculums. This makes the conclusions hard to justify as this difference in teaching methods means that test scores can be incomparable as the wide variety of examination boards used across the United Kingdom set out different learning outcomes making it impossible to obtain a standardised difficulty level. This could give misleading outcomes and results when trying to compare educational achievements between England and Wales.
 
[bookmark: _Int_KbjRQIME][bookmark: _Int_p0E6mMsZ]In my opinion, this article explains and explores the main title well and answers the hypothesis in a non-bias and well referenced approach. However, the writing style and layout made it a challenging read due to the long paragraphs. In order to improve this piece of text, I would recommend writing smaller and more concise paragraphs to keep the reader engaged and ensure an easier understanding. To further improve the article I would also propose that the writer includes a statement of how the statistics used in the comparison may not be appropriate due to a number of affecting factors such as the use of different examination boards where it is impossible to set a standardised difficulty level. Overall, I would say this is an appropriate academic article as it answers the topic in question, uses reliable sources of information and demonstrates an appropriate analysis of information.
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