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	Mark %

	First Marker’s General Comments and Original Mark
This project successfully develops and evaluates a machine learning-based phishing URL detection system using lexical feature engineering and supervised learning techniques. The technical implementation is sound, the evaluation is generally well structured, and the consideration of domain-based splitting demonstrates a stronger awareness of machine learning evaluation challenges than is commonly seen in undergraduate projects. The deployment of the model through a web-based interface also provides evidence of practical application beyond experimentation.
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	Second Marker’s General Comments and Original Mark

The project clearly demonstrates that the project objectives were achieved and appropriately identifies Random Forest as the strongest performing model while acknowledging the trade-off between interpretability and performance.


	78%


	Comment After Consultation With Other Marker & Final Agreed Mark

Agreed, Student has shown a high level of understanding in their area of research and has demonstrated the skill above what is expected for undergraduate. The area of intelligent system being use in cybersecurity is on the cutting edge of emerging trends and this report greatly showed it. 
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	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	1.Engagement with Literature Skills
	
	
	
	

	Introduction
	/5
	/5
	4/5
	/5

	Literature Review
	/20
	/35
	13/20
	/15

	Comments:

The report provides a clear introduction to phishing as a contemporary cybersecurity threat and successfully establishes the rationale for investigating machine learning approaches to URL classification. The discussion of traditional detection with machine learning techniques, and dataset considerations demonstrates good subject knowledge and provides an appropriate foundation. Relevant academic sources are incorporated throughout and linked to the project objectives. Though, many of the findings are reported without sufficient comparison of limitations or conflicting results.

	 
	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
	
	
	
	

	Methodology
	/5
	/5
	4/5
	/5

	Survey Design
	/15
	 -
	 -
	 -

	Requirements/Design
	 -
	 -
	 -
	/5

	Comments:

The methodology identifies an appropriate positivist philosophy, deductive approach and quantitative strategy that align with the objectives of evaluating machine learning classifiers. Data collection, preprocessing, feature extraction and evaluation methods are explained sufficiently for replication. Consideration is also given to validity, reliability and ethical issues.
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	Review
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	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
	
	
	
	

	Results & Discussions
	/25
	/25
	18/25
	/25

	Conclusions and Recommendations 
	/10
	/10
	8/10
	/10

	Comments: 

The evaluation chapter is one of the strongest sections of the report. Multiple machine learning models are compared using accuracy, precision, F1 score and confusion matrices. The discussion of domain-based splitting and its role in preventing data leakage demonstrates awareness of a common methodological weakness in phishing detection studies and adds credibility to the evaluation. However results are often simply reported and explained with no analytic interrogation.


	 
	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	4. Practical Skills
	
	
	
	

	Development
	 -
	 -
	 -
	/15

	Experimental Design
	 -
	 -
	12/15
	 -

	Comments: 
The practical implementation demonstrates a good level of technical competence. The project successfully develops an end-to-end phishing detection system involving dataset preparation, feature extraction, machine learning model training, evaluation, deployment through Flask APIs and frontend integration. The implementation of GroupShuffleSplit to eliminate domain leakage represents a particularly strong design decision and demonstrates understanding of real-world machine learning evaluation challenges.












	 
	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice
	
	
	
	

	Reflection
	/10
	/10
	6/10
	/10

	Quality of Report
	/10
	/10
	7/10
	/10

	Comments:

The project demonstrates independent research, planning and technical problem solving. Evidence of iterative development is present throughout the implementation chapter, and the project shows good awareness of practical deployment considerations. The student demonstrates the ability to apply machine learning concepts within a cybersecurity context and successfully produce a functioning prototype. The structure and format of the dissertation has been followed per the handbook but there are a number of typographical errors and inconsistent terminology that hinder the overall report reading.








