My Blog by Emma Salter.

Hi, my names Emma Salter and today in my blog I will be talking about three topics 
that are close to my heart and effect many of us in our day to day lives. I would appreciate anybody who would take the time to look at my blog so that I may create awareness of these subjects and how we can help tackle them positively.


Climate Change: Creating A Healthier World Together

The fact that the Earth's surface has been experiencing an increase in mean annual temperature for several decades is reflected in the term "global warming." The atmospheric greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels, such as coal and natural gas, are causing the earth to warm. NASA reports that the average worldwide temperature has increased by nearly 1C since 1880.
· The average temperature fluctuates quite a little, although appearing to be small. Higher latitudes see the largest shifts. These have an impact on sea ice extent, atmospheric and oceanic currents, and overall climate change. 
· Our natural ecosystem is seriously threatened by climate change, both directly and indirectly: 
· Storms and other severe weather events are occurring more frequently, making the weather more unpredictable.
Atkinson, N 2019 Woodland Trust

Carbon prices and emissions remain excessively low.
· In one way or another, carbon pricing is going to be a crucial component of mitigation plans as the globe moves towards net zero over the course of the next three decades.
· With more nations preparing to prevent a catastrophic global warming event by keeping warming to 1.5 to 2 degrees Celsius, carbon pricing is becoming a vital component of mitigation plans.
· However, developing strategies for pricing carbon can be challenging, and nations have a variety of options.
Parry, I July 2022 IMF Blog

Where plastic flows into the ocean
Very often, plastic ends up in the ocean. Usually caused by bad storms or society and litter left on the beaches. Plastic bottles, bags, wrappers, and packaging degrade due to abrasion and UV exposure during this voyage. Big plastic waste becomes microplastic pollution, which is made up of tiny plastic particles smaller than five millimetres in length. These particles are particularly dangerous to aquatic life, as they can hinder reproduction or even kill it.
Colley, A 2023 North Carolina Coastal Federation

Ways to Avoid Wildfires
Wildfires and other natural catastrophes cost the US $31.5 billion in losses on average. Future fire incidents can be partially avoided, though.
 Humans start 87% of wildfires annually, according to the US National Interagency Fire Centre. These fires are typically started by arson, leaving lit cigarettes outside, and neglected campfires.
 Fortunately, there are a few ways you may contribute to preventing wildfires:
·  When the weather is windy, hot, and dry, don't start a fire.
· Build your campfires in clear spaces far from trees and make sure they are completely extinguished.
· Drive carefully across dry, grassy regions since the exhaust from your car could start a fire.
· Verify that outdoor equipment and cars are operating properly.
(Marsh. J, August 2022).

Hydrological Effects on the Environment
Flooding can have both advantageous and harmful effects. On the downside, contaminants and debris are typically present in floodwater. Trees, rocks, and even sections of houses might be considered debris. Long-range transmission is possible for pollutants like pesticides and germs found in floodwater. Water quality can be compromised by algae and phytoplankton blooms caused by sedimentation and turbidity (September 2023, Alberta Water Portal Society).











Inequality: A deadly killer

Income and Inflation
One of the main causes of the social issues surrounding health in our society is income inequality. Many industrialised nations nevertheless experience a high level of social problems despite having higher average income levels and high economic growth (Wilkinson and Pickett, 2010). Contemporary societies take great satisfaction in their improved living standards, which are attributed to rising average incomes and easier access to facilities like hospitals and schools. But the circumstances that many nations are currently confronting demonstrate how pervasive many societal issues are. For people with lower salaries, cheap and unstable housing is a regular occurrence in Britain; yet many families experience "fuel poverty" because of housing costs that are always rising (Mackinnon, A July 2022).

Ethnic minorities within education 
Most of the largest minority ethnic groups in England have a comparable chance of earning high-achieving GCSEs in maths and English as do White British students. For certain groups, the rate of change in their academic achievement has been astounding. Fifteen years ago, the likelihood of good Maths and English GCSE results for Bangladeshi students was 10 percentage points lower than that of White British students. Their likelihood of doing so has increased by 5 percentage points. While students from Pakistan and South Africa have likewise made significant progress towards catching up to White students, students from the Caribbean have, if anything, lagged (Mirza, H November 2022).

Gender Inequality in the workplace
Workplace gender inequality manifests itself in a variety of ways, including racism, sexual harassment, unequal compensation, and differences in promotions. It frequently takes on more subtle forms, such as less possibilities and a higher rate of burnout among women who are moms.
 Pay disparities
It is still not the case that men and women earn equal wages. For a given job in 2020, women made 84% of what men made, while Black and Latina women made even less. Over the years, the gender wage disparity has remained the same, declining by only 8 cents over a 25-year period. There are numerous factors to blame, including unequal access to education, "sticky floors" brought on by long-standing social conventions that prevent women from pursuing higher-paying professions and businesses that are dominated by men (Wooll, M October 2021).

Health disparities are fuelled by ageist beliefs
We have a lot of ageist beliefs in our society. Clichés from the media, like "bed blocker," maintain ageism's viability. According to the Age-Old Question report from the Royal Society of Public Health, millennials (those between the ages of 18 and 34) have the most negative sentiments. According to the report, 25% of millennials think that "being unhappy and depressed as you age is normal." Numerous general practitioners have also discovered that depression is less easily treated when accepted as an inevitable aspect of ageing. If a patient has a significant physical health problem and ends up in an older people's psychiatric ward, no services are commissioned to allow a qualified physician to see them there. They occasionally need to be transported to A&E in an ambulance (Goodman. M, August 2018).

Horizontal Inequalities
Inequalities between groups having distinct identities, such as Hutus and Tutsis, Muslims and Hindus, women and males, or Blacks and Whites, are examples of horizontal inequality. Such disparities are unfair and disliked. Severe horizontal disparities have the potential to spark violent conflict.
 These disparities frequently remain for a very long time. Since their arrival as slaves, Black people in the United States have always been poorer than White people. Even after being freed, they continue to face discrimination on many fronts, including low levels of education and poverty. In a similar vein, the Romany people have suffered for centuries throughout Europe. In developing nations, there exist numerous enduring horizontal disparities that are frequently associated with geographic location. Hutus in Rwanda and Burundi, Muslims in India, Somalis in Kenya, and northern communities in Nigeria or Ghana are a few examples (Stewart. F, October 2017). 







Contemporary Challenges: It’s a hard knock life 

I feel that social issues that are prevalent in the modern era of global history are referred to as contemporary issues. They frequently highlight social tensions or urgent issues that either directly impact or have the potential to impact millions of people's everyday lives.

             Poverty is still going strong
One of the most urgent issues facing the world now is global poverty. The world's poorest people frequently go hungry, lack access to necessities like power and clean water, have limited access to education, and have far worse health. We must comprehend poverty globally now and how it has evolved if we are to make headway against this kind of poverty in the future (Hassell. J ,2023).

Effects of little education
Not just those with less education, but everyone suffers greatly from a lack of education. Those with less education struggle in life to advance, are less wealthy, and have worse health than those with higher education. Poor health, lack of voice, shortened lifespan, unemployment, exploitation, and gender inequality are some of the main consequences of low education (Jones. F 2023).
Climate change worse than ever now
According to a recent analysis, extreme weather conditions may be raising the risk of violent conflict, sea level rise is driving people in vulnerable locations to flee their homes, and heat waves and droughts are killing off forests and reefs. As many as half of the world's land-dwelling species may become extinct, starvation will probably spread over some regions, and extreme weather events will probably become more frequent if global warming is not stopped soon (Mulvaney. K, February 2022).




Unemployment can affect your health
People who meet the requirements for employment and actively seek employment but are unsuccessful in doing so are classified as unemployed. Given that many people rely on their work to provide health insurance, those who are unemployed are likely to lack access to healthcare. Furthermore, since people frequently forego medical appointments to save money, unemployment raises a person's risk of future health decline. Which can be challenging (Cox. B, June 2022).

Overpopulation: The world isn’t big enough
When the number of people on Earth exceeds the ecological setting's carrying capacity, it is referred to as overpopulation. There may be more people than there are resources available for their survival, such as food, shelter, water, transportation, and social amenities, in an overpopulated area. This frequently leads to the degradation of the environment, a decline in living standards, or even the dissolution of the population (Madaan. S, 2019).

References.

Sonia Madaan (2019). What is over population? Available at: https://www.issuesonline.co.uk/articles/what-is-overpopulation#:~:text=Overpopulation%20is%20the%20state%20whereby,shelter%2C%20food%20or%20social%20amenities . Accessed: 1/11/2023.
Brian Cox (2023). Living by example. Available at: https://www.livingbyexample.org/author-blssdrv/. Accessed: 1/11/2023.
Kieran Mulvaney (2022). Climate change already worse than expected. Available at: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/climate-change-already-worse-than-expected-un-report. Accessed: 1/11/2023.
Joe Hassel (2023). Poverty. Available at: https://ourworldindata.org/poverty . Accessed: 1/11/2023.
Francis Stewart (2017). Horizontal Equalities. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08cba40f0b652dd0014fa/wp1.pdf. Accessed: 1/11/2023. 
Melony Goodman (2017). Health Disparities. Available at: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28024989/. Accessed: 30/10/2023.
Maggie Wooll (2021). Gender Inequality. Available at: https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/gender-equality-workplace-bridging-gap-between-ideal-reality-low. Accessed: 30/10/2023.
Heidi Mirza (1992). Ethnic Minorities in Education. Available at: https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/heidi-mirza-1992-young-female-black. Accessed: 30/10/2023.
Alison MacKinnon (1997) Global social challenges. Available at: https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=1VTGl7zug70C&oi=fnd&pg=PR8&dq=Mackinnon.A+global+social+changes&ots=jykUZznXNG&sig=w-hDlGP84GK7eKj6HMrV4EpJ8Q0#v=onepage&q=Mackinnon.A%20global%20social%20changes&f=false. Accessed: 29/10/2023.
Alberta Water Portal (2017) The history of climate in Alberta. Available at: https://albertawater.com/history-and-effects-of-climate-change-on-alberta-s-watersheds/. Accessed: 29/10/2023.
Jane Marsh (2022). Ways to avoid wildfire. Available at: https://earth.org/wildfire-prevention/. Accessed: 29/10/2023.
Anne Colley (2021). Plastic in the Ocean. Available at: https://coastalreview.org/2021/09/guest-commentary-where-plastic-flows-into-the-ocean/. Accessed: 28/10/2023.




