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Research skills and referencing are critical components of academic writing that are indispensable for students. References allow you to acknowledge the contributions of other researchers and writers in your work. As part of any university assignment, you must include citations whenever you refer to the ideas, words, or research of another author or authors. (UNSW,2023) 
Research skills encourage critical thinking and analytical abilities. They require students to assess the credibility and relevance of sources, helping them become discerning consumers of information. This skill is valuable in academic and professional contexts.(Goodrich, 2021).
The essay aims to provide an explanation of the significance of academic writing skills, re4search skills and referencing, with a specific focus on their importance for students in higher education. It will clarify the meanings of these skills, processes involved in their development. 
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A student's ability to write effectively has the most substantial impact on their academic development.
Within higher education, subjects are defined by the way they are presented in academic texts.  Understanding the conventions of academic writing will help students get a deeper understanding of their subject matter.
These skills are characterized by precision, clarity, and adherence. Academic writing is typically formal, structured, and objective, aimed at conveying complex ideas, arguments, or research findings to a specific audience, such as instructors, peers, or the academic community at large. It follows a defined style, often including citation and referencing of sources to support claims.
Lecturers have an important role in students writing, and they could improve it by:
1. Providing opportunities for them to practice.
2. Encouraging them to share their work.
3. Offering individual, in-person feedback.
4. Directing them to practical resources. (UCL,2019)
The concept of academic writing encompasses a wide range of activities, including:
· Reading
· Taking notes
· Conducting research
· Planning
· Organizing content
· Writing
· Revising
· Referencing
· Editing
· Sharing their work (Parson, 2020)  
Effective academic writing involves students to consider the following elements:
1. Mastery of language fundamentals, including grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
2. Clear introductions, purpose statements, and conclusions.
3. Using straightforward and clear language.
4. Thoroughly revising their work and consistently reviewing it to ensure coherence.
The most effective approach to improve their academic writing skills is to engage them in brief and diverse writing exercises throughout their academic journey. Without this practice, students may find themselves tasked with producing only one or two evaluated written assignments per course module.
In particular, short in-class writing tasks prove to be highly beneficial. They not only aid in keeping students actively involved with the subject matter but also contribute to their overall development as writers. (UCL Arena Centre, 2019). 
On the other hand, CHRIS DREW (2023) explains academic writing skills with a different perspective: 
1. Grammar Mastery. Grammar mastery entails correctly applying language rules, including tense, punctuation, and spelling in writing. Proficiency in grammar enhances clarity, author credibility, and reader comprehension.
2. Rich Vocabulary A rich vocabulary signifies a deep understanding of words, their meanings, and appropriate usage. It allows for precise expression of complex ideas and captivates readers with nuanced and evocative language.
3. Summarizing and Paraphrasing Summarizing condenses key points, while paraphrasing presents information differently
4. Concise Writing Expressing ideas briefly without losing meaning enhances clarity and reader engagement. And others.  
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The CRAAP test is a useful acronym that helps you evaluate the credibility and quality of sources, especially when conducting research or writing academic papers. It stands for Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose. Here's a breakdown of each of these criteria:
Currency: Check the publication date, verify if it's been updated.
Relevance: Does the information align with your topic or answer your query?
Authority: Who is the author, publisher, source (preferable .edu, .gov, .org)
Accuracy: Verify information sources, Confirm credible evidence and reviews
Purpose: Identify the purpose (inform, educate, persuade.) (Kurpiel,2023) 
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Referencing involves providing citations for the sources we use in our work. This practice serves several purposes:
1. It enables the reader to identify the source being utilized.
2. It acknowledges the work of other individuals.
3. It showcases our knowledge and expertise within a particular subject.
4. It establishes a connection between our written content and the supporting evidence.
5. It demonstrates how we've reached our conclusions.
In academic writing, a citation serves as a crucial link to a complete reference, which is typically listed separately(a reference is the full bibliographic or publication of a citation). The citation is inserted in the text at the point where we incorporate someone else's work. Common systems for citation include (author, date, page number) or numerical references.
The full reference, usually included at the end of your work, permits readers to trace your sources.
In the academic tradition, scholars connect their own work to the existing body of research and scholarship in their field. When your work includes quotes, theories, ideas, data, or any other content from another person or persons, it's crucial to ensure proper acknowledgment of the source.
In-text citation can take the form of a name/year format or a numerical reference that points to a footnote or endnote. More detailed information about sources typically belongs in the reference list or bibliography. (University of Edinburgh,2020)
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“Plagiarism is the act of copying or including in one’s own work, without adequate acknowledgement, intentionally or unintentionally, the work of another or your own previously assessed original work.” (Academic Services 2020)
Plagiarism can occur due to insufficient referencing or improper writing techniques; The standard practice in academic work in the UK necessitates referencing all sources, including blog posts, images, data, and presentations.
Inappropriate writing involves replicating text or sentence structures too closely to the original source. If there is a valid reason to retain the original words, it is essential to clearly enclose them within quotation marks. 
There are six ways to create an unfavourable impression:
1. Omitting a citation within your text, even if you include a reference at the end.
2. Referring to the same source multiple times without citing it each time.
3. Failing to indicate that you did not create an image yourself when using one.
4. Reusing the same wording without using quotation marks, hoping it will go unnoticed.
5. Inserting a citation in your text that is unclear in its relation to your writing.
6. Attempting to paraphrase by merely altering a few words here and there. (University of Edinburgh ,2020)
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I. Academic integrity. (Example: Suppose a student writes a research paper on a specific scientific theory but doesn't cite the original research papers or studies that contributed to the theory. If their work is discovered to be uncredited, it can be considered plagiarism, damaging their academic record.)
II. Validation of argument (It shows that their ideas are supported by existing research and expert opinions)
III. Avoid plagiarism (Example: Student who summarizes information from an online article and cites it correctly is demonstrating that they've used the source to enhance their understanding rather than copying it.)
IV. Quality Research and Critical Thinking( Proper referencing requires students to critically evaluate sources, distinguishing between credible and unreliable information).
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In conclusion, academic writing skills, research skills, and proper referencing are indispensable for students in higher education. These skills empower students to engage critically with complex subjects, ensure academic integrity, and enhance the quality of their work. Referencing, through systems like the CRAAP test, critical view for credible and unreliable sources. Avoiding plagiarism and linking one's work to existing research are vital for academic success and critical thinking. As students develop these skills, they not only excel in their academic endeavors but also prepare for professional success.
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