Session 7 booklet – Who Was Responsible for the Great Fire of Rome (AD 64)
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The Fire of Rome, 18 July 64 AD, Hubert Robert, 1785

For this session we will consider the question, who was responsible for the Great Fire of Rome. In your groups you should weigh up the likelihood of the following scenarios:
· Nero (as many of the ancient source suggest) was responsible for deliberately starting the Great Fire.
· The Christians (who Tacitus claims were made scapegoats by Nero) were responsible.
· The fire was purely accidental, and not caused by deliberate human action. 

I have suggested two chapters from Drinkwater and Barrett that you may wish to read in advance of the session.

Modern scholarship (optional – available on Moodle): 
Drinkwater, J. F. 2019. Nero: Emperor and Court. Cambridge University Press. – read chapter 10 (specifically pages 233-48).
Barrett, A. A. 2020. Rome is Burning: Nero and the Fire that Ended a Dynasty. Princeton University Press. – read chapter IV
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