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[bookmark: _Toc243767893]1 Introduction
Professional practice is the actions and behaviours of an individual in their professional work environment, it involves practitioners to understand the skills, values and responsibilities that are used to support children’s learning, development and well-being. 
Every practitioner should understand that individual children are unique and have their own complex needs and interests. As a professional practitioner, this means ensuring to provide an inclusive environment for all children in their care, making sure the children feel safe, valued and respected in their environment by providing a range of open-ended activities to allow the children to participate with their own interest. 
Practitioners must provide a variety of professional early years approaches to ensure all aspects of development are supported, including effective Interaction/ communication, liaising with parents and professional multi agencies, observing the child’s development and planning as a team to create the correct play approaches to provide best play opportunities for the child’s interest. Whilst the children are provided with open ended play access, this means the children have a right to become independent and have the opportunity to make their own choices through play. 
Communication and professional relationships are vital to a child’s growth and development to ensure the child’s needs are met to their best interests, liaising with parents/guardians, health visitors, speech and language and other multi-agencies. This is a requirement to ensure the child’s development and individual complex needs are fulfilled in a correct and appropriate manner.
[bookmark: _Toc243767894]2 In-depth knowledge & understanding the importance to professional practice including safeguarding
Practitioners need a great understanding to ensure all children are safeguarded and protected in the appropriate manner. As a practitioner you need the knowledge and relevant training to be qualified to provide the best care for your children, you need to be capable to recognise possible signs of safeguarding e.g. abuse, change in child’s behaviour and when its necessary to react, especially who the designated safeguarding officer is , the practitioner needs to understand the procedure and what procedures to follow  to complete this, for instance only sharing information on an ”need to know basis” and how to report concerns whilst maintaining confidentiality when a child could be at risk. 
This is significant given that if the safeguarding procedure isn’t adhered to correctly e.g. failing to report it or understanding when to report it this may lead to a child being at risk and vulnerable with no help or support. 
Furthermore, it is critical to understand that their duty of care in their role is crucial and ensuring to maintain professional boundaries whilst understanding each individual’s child needs. Alternatively, a practitioner may lead the same approach to every individual child when they need to deal with every circumstance differently consisting of, understanding each Childs home background, accounting for their culture, environment and complex needs. Meanwhile, safeguarding is a wide range of multiple circumstances, along with keeping the children safe from risks ensuring daily health and safety checklists are completed appropriately to secure the children’s safety and well-being.
For example, an early years practitioner is changing a Childs nappy and found bruises on them, the child had not been themselves that day and were quite withdrawn from the session, the fully trained practitioner who has impeccable knowledge recognize they are required to call a senior member of staff for judgement, they are unable to make assumptions however, the practitioner and senior member of staff recorded it on a my concern sheet to ensure its all documented, signed, dated and co-signed. The designated safeguarding officer will therefore resolve to ensuring the Childs safety is a priority, the safeguarding officer could consult with parents to discover more about the bruises on the child and contact appropriate multi agencies.
[bookmark: _Toc243767895]2.1 Why is partnership and multi-agency working important for professional practice?
A professional practitioner working with Multi agency is crucial, effective multi agency communication makes better outcomes to support children and their families, multi agencies all liaise collectively to advocate each individual child’s circumstances e.g. a child with complex needs, a safeguarding concern. Each individual circumstance will have a different structure and purpose, as a team all staff need to acknowledge the variety of circumstances and different methods of working with multi agencies. Practitioners should interpret their professional boundaries and only need to intervene when necessary. The National Multi Agency Practice Framework (2025) ensures multi agency is provided in the appropriate manner to secure that the children are provided with the best support to fulfil their needs, ensuring multi agency practice throughout Wales to draw together a strong practice and encourage an improved working consistency.
Multi agency is about understanding each other’s roles and strengthening professional partnerships to have to opportunity to collaborate together to facilitate appropriate decisions and actions to ensure the child is best protected and safe. Working in partnership with parents is crucial it enables the parent to evolve into becoming more open to new strategies it gives the parent the opportunity to become a component of their Childs learning, communicating about their child can open up a variety of opportunists such as, should a child love a certain book at setting the parent could use home based intervention to enhance the Childs language and communication development.
[bookmark: _Toc243767896]2.2 How does the observation and planning cycle inform professional practice and ensure practitioners are meeting the needs of children?
Observations and planning cycles have developed from high intensity effective training. Recently professional practitioners have followed the necessary requirements of the funded non maintained settings e.g. flying start. Practitioners utilize mind mapping through a planning board to continue collaborating planning based on seasons. 
Although, we structure it on seasons we also align it with the new approach using observations to reflect on our planning and how it can best support the children’s development. The new approach enables practitioners to “observe”, “Analyse” and “reflect”. Meanwhile, observing a child and documenting what the child is initiating through play in present tense, the practitioner then analyses what they observed and what aspects of development was incorporated. After, they use the “reflect” section to review the observation and prepare to plan an activity to encourage the Childs development to progress to its best ability. 
This supports the importance of the practitioner’s role as a result of it being so crucial if the observations are not completed in the appropriate manner, this can impact the Childs growth and development. The observations are completed 3 times a year including an entry and exit assessment; these enable the practitioners to recognize the signs of the Childs growth and what they could potentially need support with.
[bookmark: _Toc243767897]2.3 How do the principles of UNRC inform professional practice, why is this important
The unconvention on the rights of the child (UNRC) focuses on the crucial rights of every child including their background, culture, abilities. It holds 54 articles that covers all cycles of development. the UNRC decided in 1991 to provide every child/ young person right to ensure they are safe and protected in the appropriate manner, ensuring all practitioner recognize the required standard whilst having children in their care. The (UNRC) are crucially important due to the articles protecting the children rights for instance, non-discrimination (article 2), this provides the children all the rights no matter their culture, abilities or ethnicity, it allows every child to be treated the same and ensure equality is provided freedom of expression.
(article 13) this principle gives an outlined policy to allow the children to be heard and have a safe environment to do so, it ensures the children feel heard, valued, cared, safe and respected at all times. Article 12 ensures that children have the right to voice their opinions to actions that affect them and makes sure they are heard.
[bookmark: _Toc243767898]3 Conclusion
In conclusion, having an in-depth knowledge of professional practice is vital in the early years to ensure children are in a secure environment. Partnership working with multi agencies allows practitioners to collaborate their knowledge together to ensure the child’s safety and meet their individual needs. The observation planning cycle is crucial for children’s development, it helps practitioners recognise children’s strengths, areas of development and interests, this supports the practitioner by enabling them to utilize their observations and putting them into practice supporting the child’s development to progress. Furthermore, I understand the principle of the unconvention on the rights of a child (UNRC) guarantees that every child has a voice, are heard and each individual child to remain central of the practice. Although, safeguarding is crucial to a child’s safety as a practitioner we have the liability to safeguard the child from harm and follow all relevant procedures. Overall, even though I had a deep insight to knowledge on professional practice it was deeply engaging to read in to all the reliable sources, utilizing these insights into practice and understanding, supporting me to make decisions, laise with families and multi agencies and create a safe environment where every child is valued and support to their own individual needs.
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	Specific 
	What do I want to accomplish?
Why do I want to accomplish this?
What are the requirements?
What are the constraints?
	I want to accomplish my degree, I want to accomplish this to progress further in my role

	Measurable 
	How will I measure my progress?
How will I know when the goal is accomplished?

	I will measure my progress through the degree by ensuring I am continuing my dedication and time management 

	Achievable 
	How can the goal be accomplished?
What are the logical steps I should take?
	The goal can be accomplished by ensuring I give my all in the degree and try my best.


	Relevant 
	Is this a worthwhile goal?
Is this the right time?
Do I have the necessary resources to accomplish this goal?
Is this goal in line with my long-term objectives?
	It is most definitely a worthwhile goal because it benefits my future.
I have the time and resources to accomplish this goal
This goal is in line with my future to progress in my future.

	Time bound
	How long will this take to accomplish this goal?
When is the completion of this goal due?
When am I going to work on this goal?
	This goal will take 2 years for completion.
I will work on this goal every day.
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