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Part 2: Safeguarding in the Early Years: Reflective Task

As part of this reflective task I have been able to develop my understanding of safeguarding further. Safeguarding is the steps you take to protect children from harm and promote their welfare. Lindon (2012) states it is also protecting children who are vulnerable or have already suffered harm.  

I am fully aware of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). This is an international agreement that protects the rights of children up to the age of 18. The convention came into force in the UK in 1992 and it is the most widely approved human rights treaty in the world. It is made up of 52 articles each one as equally important. The Welsh Government made the UNCRC Law in Wales in 2011 along with the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure. Article 19 states that children are properly cared for and protected from violence, abuse and neglect (UNCRC, 2015).
Abuse is a violation of an individual’s human and civil rights by anybody else. It may consist of a single act or repeated acts. It can be intentional or unintentional and can result from a lack of knowledge.
(Sense, 2015).
I have currently been a registered childminder for almost 13 years and during that time I have undertaken child protection and safeguarding training. Although I have found this valuable within my role it is not as in depth as this module has been and poses no comparison to the knowledge I have gained. 
Within my role I am responsible to adhering to legislation and National Minimum Standards (2016) and have policies and procedures in place regarding this, they outline protocol that must be followed. Within these policies and procedures I have a Child Protection Policy, this is made available to parents using my service to bring to their attention that if any form of abuse is suspected it will be documented and reported to the necessary agencies. After researching for this module I have reflected on my own policy and have made some positive changes to this. For example I have put more information regarding how information due to safeguarding issues and signs of abuse will be gathered and documented, how and when I am able to share this with other professionals and also about the importance of multi-agency working. 

I am aware of the many types of abuse that can occur, such as;
· Domestic Abuse;
· Sexual Abuse;
· Physical Abuse;
· Neglect
· Emotional Abuse

Since partaking in the module I am more conscious of the many other types of abuse that can take place such as;

· Bulling and cyber bullying 
· Child sexual exploitation
· Female genital mutilation
· Child Trafficking 
· Grooming. 

According to the NSPCC (2017) there has been an increase in emotional abuse in England and Wales, which has caused children to be placed on the child protection register or have a child protection plan in place.  Emotional abuse can lead to mental health problems and even suicide (BBC, 2014).

I have been made aware of a proposed ‘Cinderella Law’ that would make it a crime to not show your children love as this is seen as emotional cruelty. The law would make it illegal to deliberately ignore a child, showing them no love, witnessing domestic violence and forcing degrading punishments and are all seen as emotional abuse (BBC, 2014). 

There are numerous government documents available that offer support, guidance and legislation regarding safeguarding, many of which I was unaware of before this module. It has enhanced my knowledge of the help and guidance that is actually available. Being a childminder can be quite isolating at times and highly pressured, as there is no manager to report concerns to, the duty falls on me and me alone. 

David Batty (2005) provides the progress of child welfare policies over a century. From 1889 when the Children’s Charter was passed to enable intervention between parents and children. Police were able to arrest anyone ill-treating a child and enforced guidelines on child employment and outlawed begging. The act was later amended and it became an offence to deny medical attention to sick children among other changes. 
The years between 1908 and 1989 saw other changes welcomed to the protection of children up until The Children Act 1989 was enforced and gave every child the right to be protected and also the right to conduct enquires to safeguard their welfare. The act came into force in Wales in 1991. The act was then updated in 2004 to include more flexibility in the organization of children services. Section 17 and 47 of the Children Act 1989 was amended in the 2004 Children Act to emphasize that the children’s wishes and feelings should be considered, according to their age and stage of development and their understanding. 

In 1999 saw the passing of ‘The Protection of Children Act’, which required childcare settings to report anyone known to them who is possibly putting children at risk or causing them harm. 

I am not always aware of legislation changes and it is my responsibility as an early years practitioner to find out of these. I have discovered ‘CASPAR’ on the NSPCC website which enables you receive emails regarding any legislation changes. I will be also passing this information on to other Childminders. As society changes so does the legislation around safeguarding. 

I was shocked to discover the statistics of children that needed support from children’s services. According to the NCPCC (2016) there are over 620,000 children living in Wales and in 2016 almost 19,000 of those children required support from children’s services with neglect being the most common reason for action to be taken. Over 5,600 children are in care, with 510 children in Swansea alone (StatsWales; Welsh Government, 2016).

I feel like there is this assumption that when you have a child, they will be loved and cared for and all their needs will be met, but this isn’t always the case as I have learnt. There have been so many child deaths caused by abuse. Kennison (2008) explains that there have been many high profile child deaths since the 1970’s such as Marie Colwell aged 7 (1973) who was beaten to death by her stepfather, and Victoria Climbié aged 8 (2000) who was tortured and killed by her aunt. Even though these cases are almost 30 years apart they have similarities, they were of similar age and according to Professor Nigel Parton (2004) both children were known to be in frequent contact with professionals yet none of these professionals were able to intervene appropriately even though there were many opportunities to do so.  This is where the similarities end. What surprised me was that it was only after Victoria’s death that it became apparent that the woman supposedly caring for her was in fact not even her mother as thought, but in fact her aunt. 

Many deaths due to abuse have resulted in Child Practice Reviews and changes to legislation. A Child Practice Review will take place if abuse or neglect is the cause of a child’s death or if they are seriously injured, the aim of this is to establish if anything can be changed to prevent other accidents happening in the future. Children do not have to be know to social services for this review to take place, there are two types of review, a concise review; this is undertaken if a child has not been placed on the child protection register or in care for the previous 6 months: and an extended review will be undertaken if they have.  
The aim of this review is to consider if all the agencies involved completed the statutory duties required by them and the implications of improving practices and systems in the future. 
I was not aware that it was the report into the death of Victoria Climbié by Lord Laming that a green paper called  ‘Every Child Matters 2003’ was established and applies to the well-being of children up to the age of 19, and outlines that all children should have support through their life no matter where they come from or their social background. 
 
Furthermore that The Bichard enquiry after the deaths of Jessica Chapman and Holly Wells in 2004 let to more enhanced criminal record checking procedures (DBS) for people working with children and vulnerable people. I remember this case being high profile and also remember the more enhanced criminal record checks being enforced but didn’t know they were connected. 

It is not only my duty to report possible signs of abuse but each and every person that comes into contact with a child that might be suffering from abuse. This brings me onto multi-agency working. Although multi-agency working is something I have knowledge on, I have discovered the impact of what can happen if this isn’t complied with. It has also helped me understand that I am not alone and there are many people and agencies available to seek advice from and support many of which I was not aware of. For example how much support is available for parents and carers regarding domestic violence and alcoholism and the programs offered in Wales such as domestic violence perpetrators programs and women’s aid freedom programs. This is something I always though was not my domain, but I have come to the realization that any knowledge I gain might one day help someone who needs it. 

Working alongside other students to produce a Child Protection Case Conference has enhanced my understanding of how valuable multi-agency and inter-agency working is. I am now aware of the structure of the conference and the key stages that form it. Listening to each persons report individually might highlight minor issues and might not require the child being placed on the child protection register but it is only when all the evidence is put forward from each person that an outcome can be established. I discovered that not everyone has to agree with the outcome either.  

I was able to acquire knowledge regarding other professional roles during this research, the importance of the health visitor, police and key workers. Each professional is able to gather different information, like a jigsaw where all the pieces come together in the end. 

I discovered a term used in social work called ‘The Toxic Trio’ which is:

· Domestic Violence and Abuse;
· Parental Mental Health;
· Parental Substance Misuse.

The combination of all three of these factors have been linked with increased risks of abuse and neglect of children and young people. 


I personally feel that my role as a childminder is sometimes undermined and I have experienced issues where relevant information is not shared with me regarding a child’s well-being and safety and I have had to chase up the outcome. As a key worker I might see and hold relevant information regarding the child in question. I have now realized that the implications of not sharing information can have serious consequences. 

One of the things I’ve learnt is the importance of the social worker. Researching this role was interesting and quite stressful at times. I was not aware of the amount of preparation, evidence and research that the job entails. The faith that is placed on social workers is enormous. I can only imagine that doing the job day-to-day is highly pressured with the responsibility they have for making the right decision. The huge pressure they are under to make decisions that will impact a family, possibly separating children from their parents I suspect is not an easy decision. The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 is an act of the National Assembly for Wales and provides the legal framework that makes provisions to improve the well-being of people who need care and support. Before this research I was unaware of the timescale that professionals have to conduct their investigation, arrange support and carry out checks. According to the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) an initial assessment must be carried out within 7 working days from receiving the referral and a core assessment completed within 35 working days of commencement. 

Any child, from any social background, area can be subjected to any form of abuse. According to Every Child Matters (2003) Child protection is an essential element across all public, private and voluntary organizations. 

Conclusion
This module has pulled on my heartstrings, so to say. Reading case studies about the awful, un-imaginable things that these defenseless children have endured is horrific and outlines the importance of my role in recognizing and reporting possible safeguarding issues. The knowledge that practitioners have of all areas of child development proves great relevance when identifying possible signs of abuse, how are you supposed to identify safeguarding issues if you are unaware of what you are looking for or if you are oblivious to a developmental delay in the child and the possible reasons surrounding this. It has definitely opened my eyes to the different forms of abuse and what the correct steps of how to document and report possible safeguarding issues. I will incorporate this into my future practice.

Throughout the years of caring for young children I have sometimes been made to feel uncomfortable by their parents when documenting existing injuries a child might have and requesting clarification from parents of how this has happened. I can positively say that I will never feel uncomfortable about this again. 

Before this module I had come to the conclusion that social work was something that I had never envisioned as a future job role. I have to say that my decision has altered slightly. Even though great pressure is placed on our social services, without them and the other professionals trying to safeguard children we can only speculate what would occur of these children and families. 

I have learnt that there is no single piece of legislation that covers child protection and safeguarding but a wide range of documents that are constantly being updated and amended. 
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