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Introduction

The purpose of this report is to discuss the distinctiveness of Llanelli. Such as what Llanelli was like before the Industrial Revolution, how the changes came about and why the change happened in Llanelli. In this report will include the information that I gathered from the guest speakers that came in to talk to us about the distinctiveness. The first guest speaker, she’s called Julie Hannam who has got sixteen years of experience of economic and community development in the former South Wales Coalfields and the second guest speaker she’s called Nicola Jones and she is from Tata Steel. Also within this report is the information gathered from the field trip to Llanelli Wetlands Centre.

Industrial Revolution in Llanelli

Before the arrival of the Industrial Revolution, Llanelli was a broad agrian community with major landowners. Llanelli was an Arable land which means that the land was maintained by broad estates such as tenant formers and smaller family farms and they had three fields, two of them were barley and wheat and the third field was for fallow. There were coal mines in Llanelli as well as the fields, but the coal mines were a small enterprise back then as it only administered an income for their families and no one else. There was also an established export trade which was done by sea, especially with France (J. Hannam, 2019). Smelting is an extracting process of metal where the ore which is heated at very high temperatures in an enclosed furnace (this is normally mixed with limestone and coke). After the reducing reaction, the lighter ore components (which are called slag or tailing) would then ascend to the top and float on the molten metal. But back then this was also quite a small and unsuccessful enterprise as it was more of a family business (Harris, 2019). In the 1750, Wales was still very much an intense rural country. Which had a population of around about 500,000 (BBC Wales, 2014). 
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The first important time of change happened from the years 1700 – 1750 and the change is where the coal enterprise went from a small family business to a big enterprise because coal was becoming a huge increase in demand from Llanelli. However, this did not benefit the area due to the lack of technology and lack of funding. In the years 1750 – 1796 come the advancement of steam engines and the other machinery that helps transports the coal. For example, the first steam engine came into Llwynhendy, the first tram road was made as well to import the coal from the pits to the port to make the coal be transported quicker and more efficient and then 4 years ahead of time, the first metal works (lead smelting) came to Pencoed (J. Hannam, 2019).  The reason Llanelli was chosen to have all for the coal and metal works there is because of the land – which have low lying coalfields rich in Bituminous coal which was near the estuary which is helpful for when the tram roads, tidal canals and the railways towards the will be developed, money - This is good because you will need it for the start-up costs, to bring new and existing technologies and invest in new enterprises that may come along. From 1750 the land was funded by local land owners, serious investors and speculators until 1764 when Chauncey Townsend & 3rd Baronet Edward Vaughan (Joseph Shewen & Mansell) bought off all the leases of Carmarthenshire from them as they saw an increase in the demand of coal but as discussed earlier it was not successful. In 1770 Chauncey Townsend dies and gives the estate to his 4 children (J. Hannam, 2019). In 1797 Alexander Raby arrives in Llanelli, and he has shown an interest in Llanelli for a while and so begins the first phase of Llanelli’s great industrial development. Since Alexander Raby took over it was becoming a successful business as there was a good supply of coal due to leasing the coal under the Stradey Estate, he also invested his own money to build cottages for the workers, establish an modern industrial complex, upgraded inherited collieries and he was able to put in a new shipping place and ironworks and dock by a tramroad system (John, 2019).

 In 1913 232,000 men worked in 620 mines in Wales. In 1920 there was 271,000 men employed in Wales mining which was the largest number ever. However, after the war periods there was a decline in coal due to people moving to oil power by shipping and the development of coal industries overseas. In 1936 140,000 men were made redundant and South Wales lost 241 mines in the same period which shows the demise of the coal industry in the UK (Pettinger, 2016).

Tata Steel and The Regeneration of The Wetland Centre Llanelli

Tata Steel first started off in August 1947. Tata Steel it is five miles long and three miles wide (Tata Steel, 2019). Tata Steel is presently run by a board and currently has employed around seven hundred people that produces all our tin cans such as food and drink cans, aerosols and paint tins (N. Jones, 2019). Before the tin cans can be produced, there are three metals that are put into the blast furnace (see appendix 1) and the metals are iron ore, coke and limestone and these are then put into a blast furnace which oxidises the metal to turn them into molten metal, this process normally takes around 8 hours to become the finished product of liquid slag and liquid iron (Rickets, 2019). 

This land used to be unused farmland therefore this has been regenerated. They began constructing Trostre Wetland in 1984 and it opened in 1991. They decided to open in Trostre as it is not likely to suffer from pollution such as oil spills from ships. The area around the Wetlands is all saltmarsh (see appendix 2) which is good for the birds, they have also further developed the habitats for specific birds. Due to the different birds they are getting a lot of visitors and tourists roughly 70,000 and is showing regeneration as it increases each year (S. Rees, 2019).





Conclusion

The purpose of this report has been met as it explains what Llanelli was like before the Industrial Revolution, how the changes came about and why the change happened in Llanelli. The purpose has also been met as it includes the information that was gathered from the guest speakers and the field trip to The Wetlands Llanelli.
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