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Introduction
This paper will reflect and critically evaluate a micro teach session, which was carried out on Thursday 27th September 2018 to classroom peers. Included in the micro teach session were learning strategies such as emergent technologies in the form of PowerPoint and Video clip. The critique and reflection of these technologies will highlight how effective these learning strategies were in the delivery of the micro teach alongside inhibiting or enhancing the lesson plan. The form of reflective practise will be (John’s, reflective model, 1995). John’s reflection model can be defined as a process in which a person follows their own experience of actions based on five key component questions to establish the process and outcomes by reflecting on their actions (AFPP.ORG, 2017). According to Armitage, Bryant et al, ‘Self – evaluation and reflective practice are crucial components of all initial teaching training and can be invaluable in the development of professional practise’ (2007 p. 41). This highlights the importance of self-evaluation whilst carrying out teaching practise. Additionally, it helps to pinpoint the processes and actions of right or wrong doing, enabling self-evaluation and corrective practise to take place.
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(John, 1995)
Choice of Topic 
My topic choice was Serious Case reviews within Health & Social care, which can be defined as an investigation into a case study where a child or vulnerable person has been seriously hurt, sexually abused, or neglected, which could or has resulted in death (GOV.UK, 2015). Serious Case Reviews are not carried out to blame or reopen the initial investigation, rather to identify failings which can be corrected to ensure repeat happenings of situations are ruled out (CPS GOV 2017). This appears to be a contradiction, due to the 418 Serious Case reviews that have taken place and published in the last three years (NSPCC, 2018). Furthermore, highlighting that despite all these investigations taking place, serious events are still taking place with warnings not heeded by Local authorities and governing bodies.
Justification for the topic choice was that one of the subsidiary models within Health and Social care focused on Children and Families, which is intrinsically linked to Serious Case reviews (UWTSD, 2018). The topic was one close to my heart as at that time I worked predominantly with children and families. Furthermore, there is a high percentage of child abuse being carried out within the UK every year, media coverage is highlighted frequently (Wanless, 2015). This suggests that most of the class would have some knowledge, all be it basic for some, of child abuse and neglect. Ultimately because of this, class participation and discussion could be positive and fully involved due to the nature of the subject. I could have possible chosen a more light-hearted enjoyable topic, however I have learnt that just because a topic holds no laughter it doesn’t necessarily mean a person can’t or didn’t receive any enjoyment or learning from it (Otten, Mann et al, 2015).

Preparation for Micro - teach 
To prepare for my micro teach session I set myself a small list of objectives. They were to list 3 topics that I could deliver as my micro - teach, consider each of these topics, additionally, select the topic that I felt the most confident to deliver, also ensure that my knowledge was on point. Furthermore, be able to engage the class, which would enable me to facilitate learning rather than try and teach it, as according to Zaidi, (2015) these are the fundamentals to providing an effective micro – teach. I felt that by choosing a topic that is extremely important to society, consistently publicised in the media, as well as being a subject that is difficult to comprehend would enable class peers to engage, participate and understand to some degree what I was about to discuss with them. Although I had considered the nature of the topic considerably, I was mindful that with the high percentage of child abuse cases every year this could possibly personally affect a class peer. Because of this I was apprehensive and nervous, which in turn made me feel that I had possible chosen the wrong topic to discuss. Therefore, I introduced my topic tentatively and almost regretfully, even though I felt the topic was significant and relevant. According to Garfield (2014) knowledge is power, therefore sharing knowledge with others is vital for them to progress and furthermore have the insight to know what is right and what is wrong. According to Carpenter, Fennma, Peterson, and Carey (1988) learner’s achievement levels are improved when delivered through pedagogical content knowledge. This backs up the fundamental requirements of teaching in that everyone is different, diverse and individual, therefore facilitators should be mindful and respectful of this in order to be able to deliver effective learning outcomes.
I had formulated my lesson plan and based my PowerPoint presentation around it, with the intention to stay focused. This was to ensure that I delivered the objectives orderly, engaged the class, and keep to the time limit set which was 30 minutes. I introduced the topic tentatively and scanned the room for any knee jerk reactions. The topic is one of high intensity that could deliver discussion, debate and controversy. I felt that I had given myself a very good starting point. I had the advantage of observing class peer’s micro teach sessions, some which were upbeat and funny, however mine held no content that could remotely relate to being fun. 
On reflection, observing my class peer’s micro teach had made me second guess my own abilities somewhat, this made me feel that it wasn’t necessarily a positive, sometimes ignorance can be bliss. In comparison, Maslow felt that self-confidence alongside peer’s respect was essential for a person to develop intellectually and deliver effectively (Child, 2007). This means that self-belief alongside peer’s belief can help you to improve academically, therefore reinforcing the power of praise as a motivator and a stimulus (Scott, 2017).
I had given the class a strong indication of the subject matter in the initial introduction along with an apology. I felt quite concerned by the level of pain and hurt I was about to share with them. In hindsight I possibly could have prepared them to some degree for what they were about to watch by showing them some newspaper coverage that these serious case reviews had received. This might have taken away some of the shock of the video footage shown. Additionally, however I felt that no amount of preparation could soften the blow of child abuse and neglect, as inflicting pain, harm or death on a young vulnerable weak person is unimaginable and abhorrent. In future I would produce some newspaper clippings and distribute them around the classroom for the class to be able to prepare themselves somewhat prior to the topic of discussion. This might give them some warning therefore enable them to channel their feelings a little. Also, I would not apologise to the class for the topic choice, reason being is Child abuse and neglect are part of the learning modules undertaken in Health and Social Care. This means that anyone studying this subject will undertake and participate within these abhorrent topics. It is a part of learning and should be recognised that it needs to discussed and dealt with.  I have learnt that by preparing for future outcomes can enable the reactions of individuals to be less critical, emotional and somewhat aggressive. Therefore, preparation is the key word as by preparing for eventuality can deliver more effective outcomes.
  
Learning Objectives for the Micro -teach
I had set the learning objectives at a basic level of understanding for the class, the reason for this is because all classroom peer’s fields of study are different. Therefore, this would mean that not all learners would have the same level of knowledge on child abuse and neglect. Additionally, I’m fully aware that not all individuals watch television or read newspapers, some people feel the need to shy away from bad news or media news. The reason for this suggests that the pressure of everyday life is difficult for individuals to cope with so by ignoring other people’s news suggests that it has no impact on their feelings or thoughts therefore not inflicting further worries or stresses (Dobelli, 2013). On reflection this is quite an assumption for me to make, there is quite a diverse group of learners within the class, who appear to be well educated on lots of different topics. I have learnt in the past to not hold judgement until I’m certain about the facts. It would also feel a little presumptuous for classifying everyone to be of the same level. Furthermore, everyone’s learning styles are different. To account for this I tried to be inclusive of (VAK) visual, auditory and kinesthetic throughout my micro – teach, this was to ensure that everyone could relate at some level to the content (Wallace & Kirkman, 2007).


Objectives for Class Peers:
· Describe forms of child abuse and neglect (group activity)
· Evaluate the case study of Daniel Pelka (Via Video clip)
· Identify factors that would warrant an investigation (Via Video clip)
· Make recommendations for improvement

I had focused my lesson plan around these objectives, there were no surprises attached to my plan of delivery, I had decided to keep it simple due to this being my first micro - teach.  I felt that this would be the best strategy to deliver to my class peers, with the opening sentence “Is anyone familiar with Serious Case reviews”? From this I was able to ascertain the response measures, this enabled me to gauge what line of questioning I would put forward to the class. There were two Health and Social care students within the class who answered yes. I quickly thought that I would aim the next question at them so that it would not appear that I was predominantly talking and was teaching rather than facilitating. Bulgar, Mohr et al, (2002) argue that facilitating learning is fundamentally the teacher’s main responsibility. This clarifies how significant teacher’s learning strategies are undertaken within the class.  I then gave a brief introduction highlighting Child abuse and neglect. I referred the question to the two Health and Social care students as this gave leverage to the class to be able to understand. Because of this I requested that they work in groups to discuss what child abuse and neglect meant. They recorded their findings and then we discussed table group by table group their interpretations of child abuse and neglect. The class were fully engaged, and I felt that they were working together as groups. Their participation and engagement level appeared to be high, and I felt my confidence level start to rise as initially I did not know how my topic would be received. As I aimed questions at each group I was surprised to see how some of the younger members of the group reacted to the different forms of abuse and neglect that were highlighted. This gave me an indication that I would be able to deliver the lesson plan of 30 mins as the topic conversation was flowing freely. Additionally, group working allowed differentiation amongst peers, with the mixed ability individuals working alongside each other in support of one another. This signified the importance of collaborative learning within the classroom (Laal & Ghodsi, 2012).
I was mindful to keep the groups focused and on time. I felt that I had managed to keep control of the class and this made me feel extremely confident and competent. I continued to ask open ended questions alongside using some words from Blooms taxonomy, although I had at this point felt that I was trying to concentrate on too many different outcomes, when all along the plan was to keep the lesson simple to learn from it and gain experience. On reflection, I learnt that by trying to include too many different learning strategies at once made me feel flustered and not in control. I’ve learnt that by taking my time I will absorb more and progress quicker. This did allow every group to participate and I quickly realised that I had managed to steer the class into an open-ended debate with myself controlling it. I felt elated and excited to see that I was managing to control the class. 

Emergent Technologies used
The lesson plan was delivered via Power point which gave the class a visual guide to the topic. This gave the class a chance to digest my talking points, envisage what I was discussing with them alongside the visual photograph that some slides entailed. According to Smith (2010a), technology is an effective way to captivate learner’s attention. Conversely, Norvig (2003) points out controversially that Power point presentations can reduce the effectiveness of the teacher class exchange when discussing a topic. This notion suggests that student attention could be transfixed on the PowerPoint screen rather than on the Teacher. This gave me reason to second guess my thought choices, however there is also the factor that learning is also undertaken auditory and not just visually. The slides only held limited information, as my strategies were to facilitate learning through small amounts of information that I fed to the class verbally and not just through the class viewing. I felt that this encouraged the learners to give their opinions, share their knowledge alongside grasp opinions and knowledge not just from myself but also class peers. The slides were there to give an indication to the learners of the talking points that were about to be discussed with them. I felt that each slide kept their attention as they were anticipating the arrival of the next slide. This coincides with Smith (2010b) who cites that technology is beneficial to learner’s engagement. 
For learners to grasp the concept of what a Serious Case review is I decided to include in my PowerPoint a short video clip showing highlights of Daniel Pelka, a little boy whose young life had been tragically cut short, after suffering horrific physical abuse and neglect from his mum and his stepfather. The video showed pictures of Daniel rifling through bins for food alongside interviews from all authorities who had dealings with Daniel and his family. The footage allowed the class to be able to form an opinion alongside understand exactly what a serious case review is. The impact of the film delivered quite a talking point and I felt that without this footage the class would have struggled to grasp the concept of what a Serious Case review is. According to Armstrong (2014) the usage of technology in a classroom environment only benefits learners when it delivers quality content.
On reflection the video clip had given me time to process my thoughts whilst the class were viewing it, furthermore it had given a more informed understanding to the class of what exactly a Serious case Review entails. Additionally, the class were able to piece together information with the video clip acting as a step by step instruction. Without the aide of this footage the class might have struggled to grasp the concept. In hindsight I might have struggled to keep the class focused and on task for longer time periods without the video clip. I have learnt that by using learning strategies such as Power Point and video clips can alter the learning for the class, additionally enabling myself to deliver a higher calibre of lesson content whilst enabling the class to visualise and absorb learning through film and pictures.

Class Peer’s Feedback
I received no negative criticisms or advice from the class. Their comments were all positive, uplifting and complimentary and totally took me by surprise. I had not expected to receive such excellent feedback. Furthermore, I had the same comments from the lecturers who were observing me, I did however have one comment from them advising me to practise, practise, practise my voice projection as I had previously informed them that I felt that my voice wobbled during presentations. They did however state that it was not evident within my micro – teach. However, I will tackle my nerves with practise.

What Have I Learned
· Planning and preparation is vital
· Plenty of practise will provide confidence
· Technology is a huge benefit within the classroom
· Make sure any technologies that you use work
· Always have a back-up plan
· Remember to breathe
· Knowledge is power
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