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Design Phase 

Client Meetings

First client meeting – 20th November 2019. The first stage of the architectural design process was gathering information from the client to consider various design options in the first client meeting. After meeting with the client, design ideas and the aesthetic of the building were discussed. At this stage different option in the form sketches illustrated the route the design process can take giving the client an idea of some potential designs. The client requested to modify the designs in the early stages to suit their needs. 
 
Second client meeting – 11th of December 2019. Design sketches were presented and feedback from the client was taken on board for changes that needed to be implemented. The client also suggested to locate the car park underground, but after deliberating with the client the underground carpark was not needed.   
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Front Elevation (South)

The entrance to the university reception and retail spaces will be located approximately 80 degrees east of the proposed site. The ground floor spaces are to have a curtain walling system. Materials considered was aluminium for all external doors and windows.













[image: ]Figure 1 Front Elevation (south)
Figure 2 Side Elevation (west)

Side Elevation (West)

The west side of the building will also have various ground floor rentable spaces the university can utilise. A quarter of the car parking spaces will be located west of the building perimeter. Materials considered for the cladding were brick, timbers and aluminium. 
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Side Elevation (North)

The rear of the building will potentially have a walk-through arch way near the river bank. The rear will also consist of rentable spaces for the university.  
Figure 3 Side Elevation (north)
Figure 4 Side Elevation (east)
Initial ground floor plan will be a rectangular design which facilitate retail spaces such as restaurants, bars, a gym, a student hub area, launderette and other rentable spaces that can be used by the students as well as the university. 

The 2nd and 3rd floor plans will be L shaped and will accommodated up to 84 flats ensuring maximum usage of the spaces. 

Figure 5 Frist 2D Design Proposal
Side Elevation (East)

 The client’s Initial idea for cladding was going to be timber for most of the south side of the building. 

Other alternatives have been suggested such brick block render and decorative green walling due to the weather in this area.


Third client meeting – 22nd January 2019. Clients liked the initial design but considered making changing to certain part of the design. Client suggested to utilize the building spaces to it full potential. Suggestion were made to change the shape of the building allowing more natural light to penetrate into the corridors. Initial plans for the ground floor roof space was to incorporate a green roof space. The client decided to change the location of the green roof space to the 3rd floor. Alterations were made, and new designs were presented in the fourth client meeting on the 11th of March 2019. The client was satisfied with the final architectural design of the building. 

Final Design - 3D Model

The final design of the building was a U shape which utilized the majority of the space to provide enough floor space for 84 apartments. The south elevation will face the main road and courtyard will be facing the waterfront. Car park will be located at the front of the building consisting of a few bays.   
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Figure 6 Rear Elevation 3D Model
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Figure 7 Front Elevation

[image: ]Figure 8 Roof Plan


The initial site location is the SA1 waterfront next to the University and due to weather condition in the area materials had to be carefully considered. Timber cladding was the material suggested by the client but considering the location of the building timber was not suitable. The client opted for brick cladding with curtain walling to shops, restaurant and bars on the ground floor. Refer to Technical Specification for materials and construction standards. 

Group Meetings 

27th November 2019. During the design phase the design team had informal meetings to discuss potential designs and shared ideas on suitable materials that could be incorporated into the building. Constraints were considered for buildings location due to the fact that the site is located near a river bank. Individual tasks were allocated to the team in order to proceed to the next stage.

11th December 2019. Discussions were held after the client meeting to briefly touch on the feedback and make changes to suit the client’s needs. Also discussed potential construction methods of the foundation. To conclude the team decided piling would be the best option due to the location of the site. 

5th February 2020. An informal meeting was held to discuss the finalising of the clients chosen design. The team discussed adding a walk-through arch at the front of the building, which was later included into the design. The team discussed individual progress on the tasks allocated. 

25th April 2020. A final meeting was held to finalise all documentation and designs. Intended date for the completion of the project was 29th of April. The team connect via video link and messaging app to issue the all documents were account for.   
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Roof Plan

“The raof has been designed not orly to be a cover but o be a space that can be utiised in ways which
make the buiding eco-friendiier and allow families wh reside in the complex places to relax and kacp
busy.
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