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Space colonization as seen through the lens of biocentrism and ecocentrism
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- To develop an ethical framework based on a close reading of biocentrism and ecocentrism 
- To define the issues likely involved in the colonisation of space
- To consider issues concerning space colonisation through the lens of the ethical framework developed in order to highlight likely ethical risks and guidelines for action


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

As the possibility of human colonisation of space is ever more moving into the focus of societal debates and efforts, philosophical discourse should analyse and highlight what is at stake in an undertaking of such magnitude. In light of recent discourse and developments in the field of space colonisation, it is worth thinking about which ethical frameworks will be most ideally suited to protect the hitherto pristine environment found for instance on Mars and other celestial bodies in our solar system. While anthropocentric ethics may suffice to extend some protection to other living beings and the environment – albeit out of pure self-interest – such underlying interdependence will not be found on other planets. There, human beings will intrude into biospheres which they can manipulate at will without endangering the environment back on Earth. Therefore, an ethics for the age of space colonization will have to take account of the well-being and interests of any living beings and of ecosystems in general.

Therefore, I intend to establish an ethical framework through which issues in space exploration can be viewed. This framework will consist of a thorough analysis of biocentric ethics and ecocentrism. 


With its focus on the well-being of individual living things, biocentrism can help us understand how the colonization of other celestial bodies may negatively affect living organisms existing on such planets or living things here on Earth. This likely includes the question of whether or not indigenous living organisms should be preserved or whether or not a new environment created on another planet should mirror the biosphere on Earth or be adapted to human needs.


Ecocentrism, with its more systemic and holistic outlook, can help us understand whether there is value in preserving of barren landscapes found on other planets or whether colonisation of other planets to make them inhabitable for human beings is in itself an undue violation of a cosmic biosphere of which we are all part. 

The results of the analysis will then be applied to the problems likely to be encountered in space colonisation. This will hopefully help shed some light on the ethical problems and maybe offer some insight into possible approaches to ethical space exploration.  

While at this point it is not yet clear if there ever will be a large-scale colonisation of other planets, the lessons unearthed by the analysis will likely also be helpful in resolving ethical conundrums emerging in the wake of the explorations of parts of the Earth that are hitherto inaccessible such as Antarctica or the Arctic Sea.
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