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          Magistrates are trained, community-based volunteers who make decisions in criminal and family cases in the Magistrates' courts and the Family Court (Judiciary, 2023). To make fair judgements, magistrates carefully consider the evidence presented in court and adhere to defined decision-making processes (such as sentencing guidelines in criminal cases) and case law (Magistrates Association, 2023).
          Justices of the Peace, Magistrates are passionate about making a difference in their local communities (Judiciary, 2023b). They dedicate a minimum of thirteen days per year, in addition to training, to hearing various cases in our courts (Judiciary, 2023b). To become a magistrate, no qualifications are required, although necessary training is received (Magistrates Association, 2023). Furthermore, magistrates have no earns from this role except that they can claim travel expenses and other allowances (Magistrates Association, 2023; Magistrates Association, 2023b).
           Magistrates must hold at least 26 half-day sessions (13 days) annually in their volunteer role Magistrates Association, 2023). This is mandated by law, although it is up to the employer to determine whether this time off will be compensated or unpaid (Magistrates Association, 2023). Magistrates are divided into two types, such as “a lay magistrate (the Justice of the Peace) and a District Judge (professional) who are dealing, for example, with complex and serious cases of fraud” (Yoshida, 2017, p.236). 
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          The history of English magistrates began in 1195 when King Richard I ordered select knights to maintain order in disorderly regions. They were named ‘Keepers of the King’s Peace’ (Slapper (n 20) 55 cited by Yoshida, 2017, p.19).
           In England and Wales, there are estimated to be over 12 000 people giving their time to be a magistrate (Judiciary, 2023b). Their appointment is between the age of 18 to 75 when they can retire (Judiciary, 2023b). However, the Senior Presiding Judge generally is not appointing a person over 70 due to the expectation that a magistrate should be sitting at least five years ahead of retirement (Judiciary, 2023b). 
          In 2010, 68 per cent of all proceedings in the magistrates' courts involved summary offences, while 24 per cent involved triable-either-way offences (Yoshida, 2017, p.28). This suggests the importance and the necessity of magistrates in the United Kingdom.
           Even though these people do not need any other legal qualifications or initial training, they must demonstrate five key attributes (Judiciary, 2023b). They must make equitable, unbiased, and open-minded decisions, understand value viewpoints, and communicate respectfully and sensitively (Judiciary, 2023b). 
[bookmark: _Hlk130647842]         Usually, in each case, there are traditionally three magistrates, including a trained chairperson (GOV.UK, no date). Magistrates are followed in the court by a legal adviser who gives advice on the law and ensures that magistrates follow the proper procedures (GOV.UK, no date). Furthermore, in family cases, they could get advice from the children’s guardian or a family court adviser (GOV.UK, no date). Their primary responsibilities include dealing with family cases and criminal cases. (GOV. UK, no date). Moreover, the magistrate decides whether the defendant is guilty (Yoshida, 2017, p.32). Furthermore, if a defendant is found guilty, the magistrate must determine their sentence (Yoshida, 2017, p.32). Regarding criminal cases, the magistrates must give punishments such as fines, prison (maximum 12 months) and fines (GOV.UK, no date). Although in the past, the fines limit was up to £5000, now Section 85 of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 gives magistrates the right to have no limitation on the imposed fines (Yoshida, 2017, p.29).  
             Regarding family cases, the magistrates could hear cases at a family court and deal with cases related to children (GOV. UK, no date). For example, by arranging for a child to be adopted or taken into care or helping parents make provisions for their children. (GOV. UK, no date). Imposing child maintenance orders or making court orders to prevent domestic abuse is also part of the magistrate’s duties and responsibilities in family cases. (GOV. UK, no date). Magistrates also receive special training to sit in the Youth Court, which deals with people under 18 (Judiciary, 2023b). The proceedings in this court are less formal than in the adult court, and sentences must address the young offenders’ needs. Magistrates can talk directly to the offenders; however, the young person is always attended with a responsible adult in the court (Judiciary, 2023). 
          Slapper (n 45) 53, cited by Yoshida (2017), p. 63, argues that magistrates are sometimes wealthy people in English society and that there is only a tiny amount of people from the people working in factories, call centres, office cleaning etc. In addition, in terms of age, in 2003, only 3.7% of magistrates in England were under forty, while 79.8% were fifty or older (Department of Constitutional Affairs, 2003 cited Yoshida 2017, p. 63. Furthermore, in terms of disability, only 4.5% of magistrates are disabled, while 15% of adults in England and Wales who are working age are disabled (Slapper (n 45), 57 cited by Yoshida 2017).
         Regarding ethnicity, 93.7 per cent of magistrates were white, and only 6% were from an ethnic group other than white (Department of Constitutional Affairs, 2003, cited Yoshida 2017, p. 63). This could influence their decisions unfairly or make them negatively see the offender. In contrast, the English judiciary claims on its website that all lay magistrates are "diverse in gender, age, ethnicity, etc., whenever possible to bring a wide range of life experiences to the bench." (Judiciary of England and Wales, 2015 cited by Yoshida 2017, p.63)
            There are also suppositions regarding the cost of a Crown Court trial and a magistrate’s trial. For example, Elliot and Quinn (2005), cited by Yoshida (2017), acknowledge that the cost of a Crown Court trial supported by the taxpayer is about £7 400 in contrast with £1000 for a magistrate trial. This could imply that the magistrate trials are more beneficial in spending the taxpayer’s money. 
           Yoshida (2017) argues that several statistics have already shown that jury trial is more time-consuming than magistrates’ trials. As a result, magistrate trials are less time-consuming. However, comparing jurors with magistrates, the magistrates are taking the same decisions in many instances due to the repeated typical cases. In addition, the more experienced they are they could be biased in taking “decisions quickly and routinely” (Lloyd-Bostock, 2006, cited by Yoshida, 2017, p. 238). This could show that they can judge cases without considering each case's particular elements. 
         According to the 2002 Bar Council survey, 73% of English people believed their values would more influence a jury than a judge and two magistrates, while 24% thought the opposite (Yoshida, 2017, p.239). Public confidence may matter more than a magistrates' jury verdict. “The public confidence in an English jury was 80 per cent, and in an English magistrate, it was 71 per cent,” according to other statistics (Bar Council, 2002, cited by Yoshida, 2017). This means that juries and magistrates have similar public confidence.                              
      Another aspect is that due to their lack of experience, they may be biased in favour of the prosecution. One man's word against the police and the magistrates sided with the police in R v. Bingham ex parte Jowitt 1974.
[bookmark: _Hlk131198071]             According to Sturge (2020), a reform programme was introduced in 2010 in the justice system in England and Wales to reduce the physical attendance of certain hearings. Since then, several court buildings have been closed, or services have been relocated to other places (Sturge, 2020). The data shows that 51% of courts were completed, and 151 constituencies contained a closed magistrates’ court. However, the court buildings sale raised £223 million for the public (Sturge, 2020).  Since 2010, more than fifty per cent of magistrates’ courts in England and Wales have closed, requiring defendants, witnesses, police, lawyers, and justices of the peace to travel up to fifty miles to seek local justice (Bowcott and Duncan 2019). The HM Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS) and the Department of Justice explain the closures because crime rates have decreased, and several courthouses run at less than 40% capacity. (Bowcott and Duncan 2019). 
               Christina Blacklaws, president of the Law Society, representing solicitors cited by Bowcott and Duncan (2019), argued, “In addition, police and prison delivery services may suffer increased costs, which will ultimately fall on the taxpayer". This could imply that additional costs are involved due to the closing of several buildings and not only money saved from building courts selling. 
            Reforms by the government were meant to change and expand the role of lay justices (Donoghue, 2014, p.929). There are also plans for new magisterial duties, such as supervising out-of-court disposals (Donoghue, 2014, p.929). In addition, some cases will be heard by a single justice instead of by a bench of three (Donoghue, 2014, p.929). There will also be specialised traffic courts and plans for more systematic engagement with communities through direct involvement with local projects and initiatives like neighbourhood justice panels (Donoghue, 2014, p.929). Current government proposals for changing the magistrates' function anticipate that their reformed function will be augmented (Donoghue, 2014, p.929).
            The job of magistrates must inevitably develop to be relevant and viable and to continue to give its "distinctive brand of justice." (McBarnet 1981 cited by Donoghue, 2014, p.962) Although the government plans identify areas where magistrate powers could be usefully extended, there are concerns that the lay magistrates could be replaced (p.962). For example, a recent report reveals that 10,000 new magistrates should be hired to ensure that lay magistrates can still be involved in summary justice (Future Courts 2014, cited by Donoghue, 2014, p.963). 

[bookmark: _Toc133397092]	Summary/Conclusion 

         To sum up, this essay discussed the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in exercising justice. As shown, there is clear evidence that cost saving is one of the significant benefits of magistrates in exercising justice, saving taxpayers’ money and not only. Magistrate trials are less time-consuming, and public confidence is relatively the same between jury trials and magistrates’ trials. However, the magistrate’s role must develop and remain viable and relevant. Moreover, special attention should be placed when recruiting them to be more representative of society regarding age, background, and ethnicity.
Regarding the reforms, the courts’ closures will not save the public money but can increase the cost, as the evidence showed. Magistrates’ status should be consolidated, and their role expanded in other contexts. It is possible to obtain cost savings without lowering the number of magistrates and local courts.
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