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Community Profile

As part of my level 4 fieldwork placement, I have been asked to complete a detailed non-biased community profile on the area I work.

According to Hawtin et al (1994:5), a community profile is ‘a comprehensive description of the needs of a population that is defined, or defines itself, as a community, and the resources that exist within that community, carried out with the active involvement of the community itself, for the purpose of developing an action plan or other means of improving the quality of liked in the community’.  (Hawtin et al, 1994, p.5) 
Why is community profile important to youth workers.

Llanelli is a coastal town situated in the South-eastern corner of Carmarthenshire, with a population of 42,175 according to the 2021 census.  Due to its location Llanelli played a major role in industry during the 19th century, with coal, copper and tin being exported through their docks. 
There are five electoral wards: - Bigyn, Elli, Glan y Mor, Lliedi and Tyisha with a majority being Labour voters, white and from working class backgrounds information obtained from Carmarthenshire County Council (2020).  Llanelli is situated on M4 corridor and offers excellent transport links.
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If you walk through Llanelli town centre, you will see an all too familiar sight.  Closed shops or big branded shops replaced with charity shops.  There is no longer the hustle and bustle of workers. According to Wales online dated December 2021 there has only been a 3% economic growth over the last 10 years.   Synedd Cymru reported unemployment for Llanelli area was 4.1% in September 2021.   
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The below QR code shows age profile of residents of Llanelli obtained for the National Statistics Census 2021
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The below QR code shows a graph of Llanelli’s employment history obtained for the National Statistics Census 2021.
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As the graphs indicate Llanelli has an aging population with high numbers of unemployment, having worked this area for the last 4 years and getting to know the local community. I have witnessed the generational unemployment when working with young people.   Youth & Policy explored the idea of   'generations of worklessness' is it a myth, the public, politicians, and the mainstream media still suggest that generations and cultures of worklessness exist in contemporary Britain. In politics, high profile figures, such as the UK Government Minister Chris Grayling, are on record as stating there are ‘four generations of families where no-one has ever had a job’ (in MacDonald et al, 2013)
The largest employer in Llanelli is Marelli Automotive Systems with a work force of 1200 people, most are employees are unskilled and paid the minimum wage.

Housing
According to the Census (2011) the Llanelli area mainly consists of terraced houses, flats and apartments. There is a low number of private owned properties and detached / semidetached houses. 
Unfortunately, the two young people’s projects in Llanelli Clos St Paul which was decommissioned yearly this year and The Foyer which is due to close by the end of 2023.  Both these young people’s projects were situated in the most deprived area of Llanelli, Station Road.
At present according to the young persons homeless co-ordinator we have 26 young people between the age of 18 – 25 waiting to be housed in Llanelli and an additional 14 16–17-year-olds waiting for supported accommodation.
Llanelli’s Tyisha wars is currently undergoing a multi-million-pound regeneration project. This area was identified as one of the most deprived with environmental, social and economic challenges.
The project will build new houses and facilities which the community need.  The steer group behind this project includes Carmarthen County Council, Dyfed Powys Police and Town Council feel this will have a positive impact on the community and will improve the environment, tackle crime and anti – social behaviour.

Schools and colleges

According to Carmarthenshire County Councils website Llanelli offers 42 primary schools and 6 secondary two of which are Welsh first language. Coleg Sir Gar is situated on the outskirts of Llanelli which offers a wide range of subjects and college mentoring, other colleges are in the Carmarthenshire area with good transport links.
Youth workers are linked with each secondary school and any young person that presents as NEET could engage. The Youth Service along with other outside agencies can refer young people to training providers such as Inspire, Princes Trust and LRC. These training providers are government led and supported by the European Social Fund. With these programmes you can earn whilst gaining crucial qualifications and work experience. There are also different activities to help increase confidence and boast team working skills.  
Inspires mission statement.
“To provide the best learning experience possible, to each and every learner, each and every day”. 

What is available to the young people of Llanelli.
Although the town centre seems to have lost its vibrancy, there is evidence of new regeneration in the area.  The new cinema complex is open with bars and restaurants.  There is a retail park in Troestre which offers shops, eating facilities and free parking. Llanelli offers a leisure centre and incorporates a park and skate park, which are free to use and kept in good condition.  The youth service offers youth clubs and drop ins at their centre in Bwlch which is accessible to all under 25’s.
As Llanelli is a seaside town it offers beautiful beaches with promenades which are easily accessed and by young people.
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The Millennium coastal path was opened in 2000 and is a 13-mile stretch of path which links Llanelli to Pembrey Country Park.  This can be walked or cycled and is a beautiful coastal walk free to use.
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Llanelli Wetland Centre is based in Llwynhendy and offers 450 acres of wetlands although there is a small charge there is enough wildlife to keep you entertained.  The centre was opened in 1991 by Sir David Attenborough.  It was created by Sir Peter Smith following the demise of the steel, tin and coal industries in the Llanelli area, the then borough council approached Sir Peter in the late 1980s and asked him to help restore the health of the land and develop tourism for Llanelli.
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North Dock
North dock is the former Industrial dock of Llanelli and has been re-developed to accommodate residential apartments and leisure facilities – although the activities are not organised you are able to take to the water at your own leisure for waterboarding, canoeing etc.
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Parc y Scarlets
For all the sports enthusiasts Llanelli’s home rugby team The Scarlets have a purpose build stadium which was opened in 2006, although tickets come at a cost it might be worth watching the home team recapture there famous 1972 win against all blacks.
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