Urbanization and industrialization of Brittan

The aim of this research will be to examine the “poor law” system in the UK between the 1600’s to the early 1900’s, in pursuit to understand and compare with the current welfare system we presently have in the UK. Using primary and secondary sources, this research will try and identify some of the reasons and motives as to why and when the laws started changing and how that affected not just the poor population but also the upper and middle class. it will try to piece together the pros and cons for both before and after the changes and whether the present system, over 200 years later, has improved not just the system itself but also the lives of the people living under it.
The final essay will take into to account the works and thoughts of pioneers at the forefront of these changes, as well as analysing their ideologies in pursuit of why these ideas were put forward and whether or not they were subjective or objective. People like Jeremy Bentham, Queen Elizabeth II, Thomas hunting furred and Thomas Wallace, Friedrich Engels and William Cobbett. It will be a focusing point in terms of ideas and ideologies. Questions as to whether these systems and changes were introduced to prevent people from taking advantage of the system or whether, they were created for the benefit of the state, which essentially would save money by either cutting down on welfare money or by receiving a cheaper labour or lack of up-to-standards working conditions. 
Furthermore, we will be aiming to bring clarity as to why poverty had begun to be such a big issue in the early 1800’s and how industrialization impacted the society, factors such as coal mining and steam engines were suddenly creating jobs and speeding up processes in industries but at the same time taking away the way that many people lived their lives and gained their income in order to have a basic standard of living as agricultural revolution was also taking place bringing drastic changes to the way society was and in how it would shape the future.
Finally, the essay will look at how these changes and opportunities amplified population growth and what was the partake and the impact in the industrialization and in society itself. Looking at things such as birth and mortality rates, wages and who were the workers at the time. What impact did the working conditions have on people especially children and they were at the forefront of these changes due to a high demand and cheap labour.

