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To answer the essay question regarding Saint Augustine’s’ notion of evil one must first assess an array of sources that will be useful to obtain depth in one’s research. To further contribute to the content of this essay one must carefully analyse various sources:
1. Burleigh. J.H.S, Augustine Earlier Writings, (London: Westminster John Knox press, 2006)
This book was first published in 1953 then later edited and translated in 2006 by John Burleigh. This book provides a brief introduction to each topic and a short analysis, although as it is written in 1953 the language feels dated.  As it is the words of Saint Augustine it may provide further depth about the notion of evil. . “God, from whom all good things flow down[footnoteRef:2]￼ This source provides the most relevant information to the essay in the Soliloquy on pages 23-25. It is here where Saint Augustine talks of God as the truth and all things good.  [2: . J.H.S, Burleigh, Augustine Earlier Writings, (London: Westminster John Knox press, 2006)] 
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This section of the journal provides Patout’s commentary on Augustine’s discovery of the origin of evil an provides further analysis on what he calls Augustine’s “Major Puzzle”.[footnoteRef:3] Contributing its own relevance to the essay question this source also references Saint Augustine’s book of confessions providing other valuable texts regarding the notion of evil. This text begins by trying to uncover Augustine’s thoughts on the origin of evil and where he believed it first began. This source will mostly be used when introducing the essay question and when giving background to Augustine’s thoughts on the notion of evil. [3:  Patout. Burns, The journal of Religious Ethics, Vol 16, NO 1, (Blackwell publishing LTD, 1988) pg 9.] 
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“But being God, God created good creatures. See how God surrounds and fills them. Then where and whence is evil? how did it creep in?” (Conf, 7:5.7)[footnoteRef:4] This book is the words of Saint Augustine, and it is his confessions where he talks about his conversion to Christianity and everything in his life. The ideas of evil are carefully analysed in Book 7 Part 7, therefore will be of most use when writing the essay. This book also provides some simplified definitions which aids the reader as the language can be difficult to digest. The limitations of this book could be that it is only Augustine’s commentary about his own confessions rather than a discussion or debate. [4:  Henry, Chadwick,  Saint Augustine Confessions (Oxford: Oxford University press, 2008) pg 115.
] 

4. Evans. G.R, Augustine on Evil, (Cambridge: Cambridge University press, 2000)
This source gives a commentary that aims to follow Augustine’s thoughts on the origin of Evil, and provides different opinions on Augustine’s discoveries and how they are still influential. This book shall provide valuable information when analysing the importance of Augustine’s work on the notion of Evil and will provide further insight to what he believed. This source however does supply depth into Augustine’s life and events instead of primarily focusing on the discussions of Augustine’s thought on evil.
5. Mann. E. William, Augustine’s confessions – Critical Essays, (Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield publishers. INC, 2006)
This book is a collection of various essays that all differently contribute and comment on Augustine’s confessions and ideas. The part particularly useful to the topic of Augustine’s notion of evil begins on page 45. Scott McDonald is the author of the section most relevant to the origin of sin within this collection. Within this section McDonald analyses Augustine’s thoughts on evil and sin and provides a simpler variation of them, which makes it easier for the reader to understand.

6. Nisula, Timo, Augustine and the Functions of Concupiscence, Boston: Brill, 2012)
This source provides an analysis of Augustine’s beliefs of sin and desire. This book also contributes historical context in addition to Augustine’s thoughts, which is a factor that not many of the other sources provide. From this source Chapter 4 provides the most relatable information to the topic of evil. Within this book there are also commentaries made within some of the footnotes that contribute further information to the text.
7. ST. Augustine, St Augustine’s writings against the Manichaeans and against the Donatists, (Germany: Jazzybee Verlag, 2012)
Throughout this book there is a commentary provided around the discussions that Augustine had with others on the topic of sin. It is clear to read and easy to follow, however lacks any in-depth analysis from others. This source will be most useful for collecting quotes and further knowledge on what Augustine thought and conveyed to others around his ideas of sin and evil. Chapter 2 and Chapter 9 provide the most valuable information regarding Augustine’s conversations on evil.

8. TeSelle, Eugene, Augustine, (Nashville: Abingdon press, 2006)
This book particularly focuses upon the life of Augustine and gives information on all aspects which is a limitation as only Chapter Three has proven valuable in the discussion of Augustine’s thoughts of evil. In these sections the reader is provided with a commentary from the author and how he interprets Augustine’s notion of evil. This contributes a different attitude in some ways and allows the reader to see the opinion of another, and how someone else interprets Augustine’s work rather than reading what Augustine wrote himself.

9. Tornau, Christian, "Saint Augustine", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2020 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2020/entries/augustine/>. {accessed 19.01.2021]
The Stanford Encyclopaedia provides a short definition-like summary of Augustine’s thoughts of evil and sin. This is a large limitation as there is no in-depth analysis or contradiction or commentary, however it is simple to read and understand and does work well as a starting place when researching the origin of sin and Augustine’s thoughts on evil. The parts most useful throughout this source are 7.4, Will and Evil, and 7.5, Grace, Predestination, and original sin.



10. Wetzel, James, Augustine’s City of God, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012)
This source is a collection of essays that each provide analysis to different themes within Augustine’s works. The main parts regarding Evil and sin are found in chapter nine, which provides Wetzel’s commentary of Augustine’s theories of original sin. It is only this chapter that is of most value to the essay question and therefore presents a limitation in giving depth to one’s answer. In this chapter the language is not difficult to follow, and Wetzel elaborates on his definitions to allow the reader to understand.
