[bookmark: _Toc189301543]NAME: Dorina Whittingham
Student no: 2421723







GROUP REPORT: CASE REPORT ON THE DISAPPEARANCE OF DR HART
[bookmark: _Toc189301544]

Executive Summary
Sr. Dana Hart is a well-renowned AI and robotics engineer, and her research on patenting "Harmony AI" can be considered significant in ensuring the ethical standpoints of AI and robotics rules and regulations. Recently, it was identified that Dr Hart has been missing, and upon finding, it is evaluated that her lab has been scattered. This report helps in diving deep into the analysis of the potential factors that can result in the disappearance of Dr Hart. 
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[bookmark: _Toc189484934]Background
Dr Dana Heart can be considered one of the leading AI and robotic engineers at Novatech Industries, where her main area of focus has been the ethical utilisation of AI-based robotics technologies in medicine as well as education. As highlighted by Boada et al. (2021), the ethical utilisation of robotics technologies is a significant factor of consideration in ensuring social welfare. She patented the "Harmony AI" system, which has been effective in synchronising the movements of robots based on human emotions. However, this technology is supreme and is efficient to be handled ethically, abiding by the laws and regulations of robotics ethics. According to the "Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974" of the UK government, it is important for robotics companies to maintain safe working conditions where safe design, operation and maintenance of robotic systems can be possible (Legalfoundations.org.uk, 2025). There are also prominent IP-related rights that are important for Robotics organisations to maintain: the "Patents Act 1977” and the “Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988” (Legalfoundations.org.uk, 2025). These laws provide protection against any kind of autonomous robotics. Depending upon these laws and regulations consumer protection and product liability are also crucial factors of concern in these areas. These are important rules and regulations that are to be maintained to avoid the negative utilisation of AI-based robotics. 
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There can be different causes for her disappearance, but based on the conditions of a scattered lab, it is obvious that someone has searched for any specific item in the lab. If it was a normal intrusion, then the AI-based robotics arms would have been stolen, but they are intact in their positions, but the entire lab is scattered. Other than the robotic arms, other high-tech equipment was untouched, highlighting something more specific for any intruder. It can be expected that the search has been done for the “Harmony AI” based robotic system as the drawers are open and strewn papers. As stated by Kramarenko (2021), professional rivalry can often lead to organised crime, and it has become a trend where organised crime is becoming a social phenomenon. Depending upon the overall evaluation, it can be pointed out that it can be the work of the main rival, Fox Alaric as Dr. Hart and Alaric had previous disagreements over AI ethics. This indicates that due to an ethical feud between the two researchers, Dr Hart. It may have been the target of Fox Alaric as Alaric can use the "Harmony AI" system in a negative manner, violating the norms of AI-based robotics utilisation. 
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Within the context of the implementation of the Theory of Deontological Ethics, it can be mentioned that there is a close relationship between duty and morality of human actions. The term deontology is mainly evaluated from the Greek word “deon", meaning duty, and logos, meaning "science" (Scheau and Opris, 2021). Implementation of deontological ethics in this case is largely significant as the harmony AI system is completely based on ethical standpoints by Dr Hart. It is possible that Fox Aleric might have pressured Dr. Hart, and he has been kidnapped. This can be the work of an organised crime group that can be engaged in using Harmony AI in a negative manner. 
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A forensic analysis of the lab is necessary to be performed that can include trace evidence, fingerprints, and other essential elements. Apart from that, gathering the security camera footage can also be a viable option as this can provide a clear idea about the overall actions that have taken place in the lab (Elharrouss et al. 2021). Other than that, interrogations of Fox Alaric can be one of the most important tasks to perform, including other NovaTech Industry executives, for gathering wide information about Dr Hart and her research works. Fox Alaric must be interrogated in a rigid and strict manner to evaluate their relationships. Based on these steps, it can be expected that effective solutions can be developed through these processes, mainly through the evaluation of the security camera. Based on these findings, it can be helpful in developing a detailed understanding of what Dr. Hart is missing.
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