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Introduction
 This essay will provide a personal overview of my own online learning environments and the web 2.0 tools that I find important for learning, communicating and collaborating, by focusing on my own individual and collective learning. O`reilly explains that Web 2.0 is a platform network which spans all connected devices. Web 2.0 applications are those that make the most of the inherent advantages of that platform, offering software to a continuously updated service that improves the more people use it (O`rielly, T. 2005) During this course I also discovered along with my fellow students that I was not using technologies to its full advantage or using them to learn from. I was also surprised at how many of these platforms I was already using, this changed my thoughts towards to online learning. This essay will also provide an analysis of my personal learning approach in my undergraduate programme thus far and a critical reflection on my own digital literacy and technologies used in my own learning along with an evaluation of strengths and weaknesses of my own digital literacy choices. It will also discuss the importance and the impact online learning is having on my studies during the global Coronavirus pandemic and new government legislation. It will include a position of advice to new graduates in preparation for learning in Learning and Collaboration for Global Citizenship. This paper will provide and include credible and academic recourses and definitions for explanatory purposes.

My own personal learning environment
 Attwell defines “personal learning environments as a new approach to the use of new technologies for learning.” He explains that “personal learning environments can bridge the walled gardens of educational institutions with the world outside and in doing so, learners can develop their judgements and skills or literacy necessary for using new technologies in a rapidly changing society” (Attwell, G. 2007). Maria Gallego also explains that personal learning environments make it easier to manage information in virtual environments and as a result has potential for constructing knowledge. Among the various function`s users are able to classify, filter, personalise, organise, store, recover and collaborate information (Gallego, M. 2014). I agree with both Atwell`s definition and Gallego`s explanation, as my use and knowledge of a variety of online learning platforms and technologies has increased and changed considerably in the way that I use them since attending university. 

Based on my experience of online learning I realised that my personal learning environment was not as broad compared to other students, however it did contain a number of similar web 2.0 technologies other students used such as social media and google platforms. I noticed that other students were using other learning platforms such as Kahoot which is a game based learning platform used as educational technology in schools and educational institutions, or Wikipedia (Rossiter, S. 2020) however, I was under the impression that Wikipedia was not a credible point of recourse as anyone can edit the site and therefore users are often unable to validate the credibility of sources. Whilst it contains many helpful articles with accurate information, it also consists of unreliable articles with inaccurate or incomplete information (Moturu, S. 2009). Due to this evidence it makes me fearful of using Wikipedia. After taking the personal learning environments of other students into consideration, it encouraged me to explore and learn about other learning platforms.
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[bookmark: _Hlk37682395]Social and work Networking – Networking through social media platforms such as Face book, Twitter and Whatsapp allows me to connect and collaborate with friends, family and work colleagues. 
Recourse and online learning – I use a number of different online learning platforms such as Google, Google Scholar, Google books, Uwtsd online library to access resources and knowledge to help me with assignments. I use Moodle to access modules I am studying, the online library and student email. I use You tube to for visual learning for better understanding for my studies. I use the online university portal to keep up to date with lectures. I have recently been using Microsoft teams to attend online lectures which I am finding essential in completing my studies at these unprecedented times during the global Coronavirus pandemic.
Communication and Networking – I use messenger to connect instantly with fellow colleagues, university peers and teams, we also hold video meetings through messenger. Gmail allows me to network and collaborate with businesses and national governing bodies. I rarely use text message anymore due to……. I use the uwtsd student email to connect with lecturers and keep updated with information and correspondence regarding my undergraduate course from the university. 
Leisure and online shopping – I often use online platforms such as Ebay and Amazon to purchase items, its fast convenient and allows me to shop from the comfort of my home.
Google Maps – I often travel and use google maps to get to and from my destination

Individual learning and Collaborative learning
 Based on my own experience of individual learning I feel that I learn from my own personal experiences and from listening to the experience of others. Like other students I prefer face to face learning rather than online learning and I enjoy hearing the views of others and feel it helps me to gain a better understanding after hearing every ones views (Clark, R. 2020). I prefer visual learning or learning in a classroom environment as learning as its easier to gain better understanding after hearing everyone`s views. I believe an individual’s learning style depends on the way in which an individual absorbs, processes, comprehends information and their prior experience as well as emotional and environmental factors, as we are all different and will therefore learn differently.

 I have learned that Collaborative learning is sharing knowledge in a group environment. It enables individuals to work together and to share and discuss ideas as well as problem solving. Soller explains that students learning effectively in groups and are encouraged by each other to ask questions, explain and justify their opinions and elaborate and reflect upon their knowledge. However, the benefits of collaborative learning are only achieved by active and well-functioning teams (Soller, A. 2001).

Strengths and weaknesses of my own digital literacy
 Hendricks describes digital literacy as the ability to navigate various web platforms and to understand, access, communicate and interact through them. Users that are able to read a book on a kindle or consider the accuracy of a news story connected in a social media newsfeed or create and share a you tube video, are displaying signs of digital literacy. Digital literacy includes a wide variety of new technology, some signs of a digital literate individual include being able to find the correct tools to consume and exchange knowledge and to build content for others (Hendricks, B. 2019). 

Jimoyiannis states that improving digital literacy is fundamental and that most investigations have identified important factors related to an individual`s digital literacy such as fear or caution in their ability to navigate technologies, confidence in the ability to use and understand new technologies, linking the use of technologies with web tools and perceptions about the value and the usefulness of technologies used in personal life (Jimoyiannis, 2008) I agree with both these statements as they are similar to my views to my own digital literacy.
 Drawing from my own digital literacy, before starting my undergraduate course my use of technology was weak. Being a mature student technology was something I considered myself to be poor at operating and struggled to understand at times to navigate due to a lack of knowledge. Firstly, I had to learn how to navigate a laptop and then the university online portal, Moodle and the online library, as well as Microsoft Word and power point to enable me to complete assignments and submit them to each module. Soon I began to realise that the more I used these technologies the better I became at operating them, I also discovered that I already had basic knowledge of some tools such as social media but didn’t consider them as learning environments which surprised me. I have also learnt the importance of keeping up to date with the development of new technologies in order to use these tools to their full advantage. I feel Digital literacy is important because we live in such a tech dependant world, keeping up with new technology is essential in our days otherwise you get left behind. Having to learn how to navigate technologies was time consuming which I feel could have been better spent on my studies. Being digitally literate is essential in everyday life, most business is completed online, from paying bills to communicating and collaborating with work colleagues, peers, friends and family.

 During this course I evaluated strengths and weaknesses of my digital literacy which are as follows.
Strengths  – Able to communicate and navigate online learning platforms such as social media, Google, email, Moodle, online libraries and able to recognise credible resources. Able to navigate a number of digital technologies such as smartphones, a laptop.
Weaknesses
My inexperience of digital technologies I feel had a detrimental effect to my online learning experience, having to learn how to operate new technologies was time consuming and therefore took valuable time away from my studies. Also lack of knowledge of online learning made me reluctant to share as I felt what I have to say may not be considered important or valid to others. I also found it a struggle to access learning platforms such as blogs due to a lack of knowledge on how to navigate the platform.

Advice to other undergraduates 
 Based on my own experience, my advice to other undergraduates would be to keep updated with new technologies and to explore other learning platforms and take to full advantage of them. I found that due to my digital literacy was weak before starting this course, trying to bring myself up to speed on a number of technologies has been time consuming where that time could have been better spent on my studies. Although I was using a number of similar personal learning environments compared with other student`s I was not using them to their full advantage. Sharing our personal learning environments with each other enabled us to explore new learning platforms. During times of great uncertainty with regards to the current global Coronavirus pandemic. Online learning has been a valuable tool and having the opportunity to learn and participate just before the government closed all schools and brought in new legislation with regards to social distancing, I feel was a bonus. It has been essential in continuing with my studies during the pandemic, I am able to communicate and collaborate with my peers across many digital platforms and with the help of Microsoft teams I am able to attend online lectures from the safety of my own home. I feel that since studying on this course it has provided me with the knowledge and use of a much wider range of learning platforms which I will continue to frequently use in everyday life.

[bookmark: _Hlk38236639]Conclusion
Based on my experience of personal learning environments on the online forum I learned was that each one was different, this provided the opportunity to explore the learning platforms of other students and to share their own. I feel that by collaborating our personal learning environments with other students, it enabled my personal learning environment to grow considerably. I believe that an individual`s learning ability depends on a number of factors such as an individual`s emotional, environmental background and their past experiences which I find extremely interesting and provides evidence that we each have different learning patterns. On reflection of my own Digital literacy during this course, I learned the importance of keeping updated with new technologies and the importance of developing with each new technology. I feel that digitally and online learning are essential tools in everyday life as we live in such a high-tech world. Not keeping updated with new digital technologies poses the threat of being unable to develop in a world that relies heavily on technology. Digital and Online learning have been essential tools in continuing with my studies during these times of uncertainty with regards to the current Coronavirus pandemic.
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