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Case Study Report: Understanding and Managing Type 2 Diabetes 
 
Introduction 
 
Diabetes is a long term health condition that affects how the body controls blood 
sugar(glucose). Glucose is the main source of energy for the body’s cells. It comes from the 
food we eat,especially carbohydrates such as bread,rice,pasta,fruits and sugary foods. In a 
healthy body, the hormone insulin helps move glucose from the blood into the body cells 
where it is used for energy. Insulin is produced by the pancreas. 
 
When a person has diabetes, the body cannot control blood sugar levels properly. This 
happens either because the body does not produce enough insulin or because the bod6 
cannot use insulin effectively. As a result, glocuse remains in the bloodstream and blood 
sugar levels become too high. If diabetes are not managed properly, it can lead to serious 
health problems such as heart disease, kidney damage, nerve damage, eye problems, and 
stroke. 
 
There are different types of diabetes, but the most common form is Type 2 Diabetes. Type 2 
Diabetes occurs when the body becomes resistant to insulin to keep blood sugar levels 
normal. This type of diabetes usually develops in adults but is now also seen in younger 
people due to lifestyle factors. 
 
Several risk factors increase the chance of developing Type 2 Diabetes. One of the most 
common risk factors is being overweight or obese. Excess body fat can affect how the body 
uses insulin. Another important risk factor is physical inactivity. People who do not exercise 
regularly are more likely to develop insulin resistance. Family history also plays a role, 
meaning that people with relatives who have diabetes may have a higher risk. 
 
Diet is another important factor. Consuming large amounts of sugary foods, processed 
foods, and high fat meals can increase the risk of developing diabetes. Smoking is also 
associated with a higher risk of Type 2 Diabetes because it can affect blood vessels and 
insulin sensitivity. Age can also be a risk factor because the risk of diabetes increases as 
people get older.  
 
In many communities, an increasing number of patients are being diagnosed with diabetes. 
This shows the importance of helping patients understand their condition. When patients 
have good knowledge about diabetes and how lifestyle choices affect blood sugar levels , 
they are more likely to manage their condition effectively. Education and support from 
healthcare professionals, such as practice nurses in GP surgeries, are important for 
improving patient outcomes.  
 
Maintaining Safe Blood Sugar Levels 
 
Maintainng safe and stable blood sugar levels is very important for people with diabetes. 
Blood sugar levels can rise or fall depending on food intake, physical activity, medication, 

 



and other factors such as stress or illness. The body normally maintains blood sugar levels 
through hormones, mainly insulin and glucagon.  
 
Insulin is produced by the pancreas and helps lower blood glucose levels. After a person 
eats,carbohydrates are broken into glucose and enter the bloodstream. Insulin allows 
glucose to move from the blood into the body's cells where it is used for energy or stored for 
later use. This process helps keep blood sugar levels within a healthy range.  
 
Glucagon works in the opposite way. It increases blood sugar levels when they fall too low. 
Glucagon signals the liver to release stored glucose into the bloodstream. This balance 
between insulin and glucagon helps the body maintain stable blood sugar levels. 
 
In people with Type 2 Diabetes, this system does not work properly. The body's cells 
become resistant to insulin, meaning that insulin cannot move glucose into the cells 
effectively. As a result, glucose stays in the bloodstream and blood sugar levels increase. 
 
 
High blood sugar levels, known as hyperglycaemia, can cause symptoms such as increased 
thirst, frequent urination, tiredness, blurred vision. Over time, high blood sugar can damage 
organs and tissues in the body. On the other hand, low blood sugar, known as 
hypoglycaemia, can also occur in people who use certain diabetes medications or insulin. 
Symptoms of low blood sugar include sweating, shaking, dizziness, confusion, and 
weakness. 
 
To maintain safe blood sugar levels, patients with diabetes may need to make lifestyle 
changes and take medication as prescribed. Healthy eating is important because certain 
foods can cause blood sugar to rise quickly. Eating balanced meals with controlled 
carbohydrate portions can help maintain stable glucose levels. 
 
Regular physical activity is also important. Exercise helps the body use insulin more 
effectively and allows muscles to use glucose for energy. This can help reduce blood sugar 
levels and improve overall health.  
 
Medication may also be required. Some people with Type 2 Diabetes take oral medications 
that help the body produce more insulin or use insulin better. In some cases, insulin 
injections may also be needed.  
 
Monitoring blood sugar levels regularly helps patients understand how their body responds 
to food, exercise and medication. This helps them maintain blood sugar levels within a safe 
range. 
 
How Oxygen and Glucose Produce Energy in Cells 
 
The human body needs energy to perform many functions, including movement, breathing, 
digestion, and maintaining body temperature. This energy is produced inside cells through a 
process called cellular metabolism. ​
 

 



Glucose and oxygen play an important role in the process. Glucose is the main fuel used by 
the bodys cells. After carbohydrates are digested, glucose enters the bloodstream and is 
tramsported to cells throughout the body. 
 
Oxygen is obtained through breathing. When a person breathes in, oxygen enters the lungs 
and passes into the bloodstream. The blood carries oxygen to the bodys cwlls.  
 
Inside the cells, glucose and oxygen are used in a process called cellular respiration. During 
cellular respiration, glucose is broken down in the presence of oxygen to produce energy. 
This energy is stored in a molecule called adenosine triphosphate (ATP). 
 
ATP provides energy for many cellular activities, such as muscle contraction, nerve 
transmission, and the production of new cells. During this process, carbon dioxide and water 
are produced as waste products. Carbon dioxide is removed from the body when we breathe 
out. 
 
If the body cannot use glucose effectively, as in diabetes, the cells may not receive enough 
energy. At the same time, glucose builds up in the blood, leading to high blood sugar levels. 
This is why controlling blood glucose levels is essential for maintaining normal body function. 
 
Importance of Recording and Tracking Blood Sugar Levels 
 
Recording and tracking blood sugar levels is an important part of managing Type 2 Diabetes. 
Monitoring blood sugar helps individuals understand how their bodies respond to different 
factors such as food, exercise, stress, and medication.  
 
Blood sugar levels can be measured using a blood glucose meter. This device uses a small 
drop of blood, usually taken from the fingertip, to measure glucose levels. Some patients 
may also use continuous glucose monitoring systems that track blood sugar levels 
throughout the day. 
 
By recording their blood sugar levels regularly, patients can identify patterns and trends. For 
example, they may notice that their blood sugar rises after eating certain foods or decreases 
after exercise. This information can help them make better lifestyle choices.  
 
Tracking blood sugar levels also helps healthcare professionals evaluate how well a patient's 
treatment plan is working. If blood sugar levels remain too high or too low, the healthcare 
provider may adjust medication or recommend lifestyle changes. 
 
Regular monitoring can also help prevent complications. When patients recognize early 
signs of high or low blood sugar, they can take action quickly to correct it. For example, if 
blood sugar levels are too low, consuming a small amount of fast acting carbohydrate can 
raise levels quickly. 
 
Keeping a record of blood sugar readings, along with information about meals, physical 
activity, and medication, can help patients and healthcare professionals work together to 
manage diabetes effectively. 
 

 



Lifestyle Changes to Improve Diabetes Management 
 
Lifestyle changes play a very important role in managing Type 2 Diabetes. Many studies 
show that healthy lifestyle choices can help control blood sugar levels and reduce the risk of 
complications.  
 
One of the most important lifestyle changes is improving diet. A balanced diet can help 
control blood glucose levels and maintain a healthy weight. People with diabetes are often 
advised to eat more whole foods such as vegetables, fruits, whole grains, lean proteins, and 
healthy fats. Foods that are high in sugar and refined carbohydrates should be limited 
because they can cause blood sugar levels to rise quickly. 
 
Portion control is also important. Eating large portions can increase blood sugar levels even 
when the food is healthy. Patients are often encouraged to eat regular meals and avoid 
skipping meals because this can cause blood sugar levels to fluctuate. 
 
 Regular physical activity is another key recommendation. Exercise helps the body use 
insulin more effectively and allows muscles to use glucose for energy. This helps lower blood 
sugar levels. Adults are usually advised to engage in at least 150 minutes of moderate 
physical activity each week, such as walking,cycling, or swimming. 
 
Weight management is also important for people who are overweight or obese. Losing even 
a small amount of weight can improve insulin sensitivity and help control blood sugar levels. 
 
Smoking cessation is strongly recommended for people with diabetes. Smoking increases 
the risk of cardiovascular disease, which is already higher in individuals with diabetes. 
Quitting smoking can improve overall health and reduce the risk of complications. 
 
Stress management and adequate sleep is also important. Stress hormones can increase 
blood sugar levels, and poor sleep can affect metabolism and insulin function. 
 
Healthcare professionals play an important role in supporting patients to make these lifestyle 
changes. Education, regular check ups, and encouragement can help patients stay 
motivated and manage their condition effectively. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Diabetes is a common long term condition that affects how the body controls blood sugar 
levels. Type 2 Diabetes occurs when the body cannot use insulin effectively or does not 
produce enough insulin. Several risk factors, including obesity, poor diet, lack of physical 
activity, smoking, and family history, can increase the risk of developing this condition.  
 
maintaining safe blood sugar levels is essential for preventing complications and maintaining 
good health. The body normally controls blood sugar through hormones such as insulin and 
glucagon, but this system does not function properly in people with diabetes. 
 

 



Gloucester and oxygen are used by cells to produce energy through cellular respiration. 
When glucose cannot enter cells properly, energy production may be affected and blood 
sugar levels increase. 
 
Monitoring and recording blood sugar levels helps patients understand how their body 
responds to different lifestyle factors. Regular tracking allows individuals and healthcare 
professionals to manage diabetes more effectively and prevent serious complications.  
 
Lifestyle changes such as healthy eating, regular physical activity, weight management, and 
stopping smoking can significantly improve diabetes control. Education and support from 
healthcare professionals are essential to help patients make these changes and maintain a 
good quality of life. 
 
With proper management, people with Type 2 Diabetes can successfully control their 
condition and reduce the risk of long term health problems. 
 
Reference List 
 

1.​ NHS (2023) Type 2 diabetes. Available at: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/type-2-diabetes/ (Accessed: 8 March 2026). 

2.​ Diabetes UK (2023) What is Type 2 diabetes? Available at: 
https://www.diabetes.org.uk (Accessed: 8 March 2026). 

3.​ National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (2022) Type 2 diabetes in 
adults: management (NG28). London: NICE. 

4.​ Public Health England (2021) Health matters: preventing Type 2 diabetes. London: 
PHE. 

5.​ British Heart Foundation (2022) Diabetes and heart health. Available at: 
https://www.bhf.org.uk (Accessed: 8 March 2026). 

6.​ NHS Digital (2023) National diabetes statistics report. Available at: 
https://digital.nhs.uk (Accessed: 8 March 2026). 

7.​ Royal College of Nursing (2021) Supporting people with diabetes. London: RCN. 
8.​ Health Education England (2022) Diabetes management and patient education. 

London: HEE. 
9.​ Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2022) Diabetes prevention 

programme. London: UK Government. 
10.​World Health Organization (2023) Diabetes. Available at: https://www.who.int 

(Accessed: 8 March 2026). 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/type-2-diabetes/
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/
https://www.bhf.org.uk/
https://digital.nhs.uk/
https://www.who.int/

