More than 11 million people living in the United Kingdom stuffer with some form of hearing loss, or in fact a large one in six of the population, according to Action on Hearing Loss. Research has shown by 2035, these percentages are predicted to rise to one in five people. The world is changing and early exposure to sign language is crucial within early years settings (Action Hearing Loss, 2023). Within early childhood education, the embrace of multilingualism and bilingualism represents not only a holistic approach but also a gateway to endless opportunities for our cognitive, social, and emotional development. Research has suggested to us different key factors to help us understand this subject and has formed views on the benefits of children’s development within early years when submerged in a bilingual environment (Holmes, 2023). As societies become increasingly more interconnected, the importance of promoting and nurturing diversity from an early age cannot be underestimated. (Learning Journals, 2021) This essay explores the multiple benefits that multilingualism and bilingualism offer within early years education, particularly in the context of sign language as and additional language. Within early childhood education, the incorporation of sign language as an additional language holds such significant importance. While spoken language is often the primary mode of communication, sign language serves as a powerful tool for fostering inclusivity, cognitive development, and communication skills in young learners. This essay explores the impact of bilingualism on brain development and divergent thinking, while also examining its links with early years frameworks and programs. Through this essay we undercover cognitive advantages and societal implications of embracing a diverse environment from an early age. Through this exploration we aim to shed light upon the significance of nurturing and promoting bilingualism in educational settings and beyond
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