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Introduction

During the course of this assignment I will be looking at the effects that the Coronavirus commonly known as COVID 19 has had on businesses around the world but I will also concentrate a lot on how its effected the NHS and social care settings. I will look at the history of the NHS along with an explanation into COVID 19. I will include some references and will make sure there is a referencing page at the end. 

I will look into the history of the coronavirus including where and how it started and how it effected the whole world in such a massive global pandemic leading up to and including when a number of vaccines were made and introduced to humans. 

I will also include how many people across the globe to date have been infected and how many have sadly lost their lives to this horrific pandemic. 

















COVID 19- Coronavirus

There are many different forms of coronavirus. One being the common cold in humans. Others tend to infect wild animals for example bats, camels and cattle. The one that infected the world is known as the SARS-CoV-2. 

The coronavirus COVID-19 SARS-CoV-2 was first found in Wuhan in China towards the end of 2019 and set off a huge global pandemic. The coronavirus made the jump from bats to humans in one of Chinas open air wet markets where people go to buy fresh meat and fish which some are killed there to make them especially fresh for their customers. 

Funnily enough the bats were not being sold at the Wuhan market at the time of the market that is when they started to think it came from scaly anteaters which are sold illegally in those markets which carry the SARS-CoV-2 which is the form of coronavirus that hit the world. 

When the virus started to infect people around China it was quickly realized that most of the people being infected hadn’t had any contact with any animals sold at this market and it was in fact going human to human. It spread so fast that they couldn’t keep a handle on it and when they realized it was going from person to person country to country they quickly agreed it would become a global pandemic.

[bookmark: _Hlk85313711]“An early Chinese study of 103 COVID-19 cases found two strains, which they named L and S. The S type is older, but the L type was more common in early stages of the outbreak. They think one may cause more cases of the disease than the other, but they’re still working on what it all means.” (Pathak 2021).
According to the information taken from worldometers.info last updated on the 16th of October at 20.37GMT it is known as a common virus that effects the nose, throat and sinuses which majority of them are not dangerous. The SARS-CoV-2 can be deadly as it effects the lower respiratory tract system which can effect the lungs and windpipe while also attacking the upper respiratory tract system which is the nose, throat and sinuses. So this form of the virus is known as a disease which in turn has hit over (to date being 16th of October 2021) 200 countries, over 241,084,871 people have been infected out of that figure sadly 4,908,353 have died and 218,312,765 have recovered. In the UK over 8.54million cases have been reported with over 139,000 of those sadly losing their lives.

“On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) was informed of a cluster of cases of pneumonia of unknown cause detected in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China. A novel coronavirus (SARS coronavirus-2(SARS-CoV-2)) was subsequently identified from patients samples” (UK Health Security Agency 2020). 

On the 23rd of March 2020 the UK went into its first national lockdown with everyone being told to stay at home. On the 10th of May 2020 the prime minister announced that if people could not work from home then they can return to work but only if they can avoid public transport. On October 23rd 2020 Wales went into a firebreak lockdown and were asked to stay at home as much as possible. On December 2nd 2020 the Pfizer BioNTech vaccine was given the go ahead to be given to the public with 90 year old Margaret Keenan being the first person to receive the vaccine on December 8th 2020 during the trials. 

On January 4th 2021 the prime minister announced new national lockdown measures for England with Brian Pinker aged 82 being the first person to receive the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine. On January 13th 2021 the government figures had shown that over 100,000 people had died from coronavirus since the pandemic began. 

As of 18th of October 2021 over 94million doses of the vaccine have been given with 45.4million being fully vaccinated (having 2 doses) which means that over 67.5% of the UK have been vaccinated. Although it is still possible for these people to get the virus some people have said that it isn’t half as bad and more unlikely to end up in hospital with the virus easing the pressure on the NHS. 

All of the above information and figures was taken from the following website and paraphrased into my own words.
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/charts/uk-government-coronavirus-lockdowns









The History of The NHS- National Health Service

The National Health Service Act was introduced in 1946 but it wasn’t until 1948 that it started.

On the 5th of July 1948 the NHS was founded by Aneurin Bevan who was the health secretary at the time. The idea was to make healthcare accessible to everyone and not to just the people who could afford healthcare and to be good, strong and reliable to everyone that needed it. It was founded in the Park Hospital in Manchester. 

‘On 5 July we start together, the new National Health Service. It has not had an altogether trouble-free gestation. There have been understandable anxieties, inevitable in so great and novel an undertaking. Nor will there be overnight any miraculous removal of our more serious shortages of nurses and others and of modern replanned buildings and equipment. But the sooner we start, the sooner we can try to see these things and to secure the improvements we all want. My job is to give you all the facilities, resources and help I can, and then to leave you alone as professional men and women to use your skills and judgement without hindrance. Let us try to develop that partnership from now on.’ – Bevan. A 1948 (Tweddel, 2008).

It was thought of by a few people who thought the healthcare was insufficient and needing modernizing as well as revolutionized. The National Healthcare Service which is abbreviated NHS has gone through many changes since it was founded and has received many updates and has been modernized. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85621696]‘The NHS created in 1948 was brought about through hard work and dedication from those that truly believed in new ideas about services, health, medical ethics and society more generally. The NHS has faced crisis, economic downturns, periods of prosperity, growth and so much more in its seventy years of operation.’ J Brain, (2010) https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/Birth-of-the -NHS.

The NHS has been through quite a lot since it was founded by having problems with raising funds, modern changes, the fact is grown so big. When it was founded they never expected it to become so big and have so many people rely on the service. 

In 1961 the NHS became the biggest employer in Britain within which almost half of the doctors and nurses employed by the NHS came from abroad with a third of people who were training to be doctors and nurses came from the Caribbean. Politicians and press were happy with these new arrivals the British public were not so keen. 

‘There are now 1.7m people employed by the health service across the UK, making it the fifth largest employer in the world.’ (Triggle 2018) 


























The Effects of COVID 19 on The NHS

The NHS was already struggling before the pandemic hit us in 2020. The waiting lists for some surgeries had gone up by 50% since 2015 and only 83% of patients were being seen within 4 hours of arriving at A&E.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) has impacted the NHS massively as to make room for the massive demand on medical services during the last 18 and more months so many people have had surgeries cancelled, waiting times have gone up significantly. Quite a few people have said their medical care has been effected massively. A lot less people have been going and seeking medical help with things like cancer, diabetes and they have seen a huge drop in elective surgeries. 

Millions and millions of people have been effected by the pandemic majority of them with life threatening conditions such as cancer have refused to seek treatment or has been put on hold or in some cases even cancelled by the local hospitals that are treating them. 
“The BMA estimates that in April, May and June 2020 in England there were:
· between 1.32 and 1.50 million fewer elective admissions that would usually be expected
· between 2.47 million and 2.60 million fewer first outpatient attendances
· between 274,000 and 286,000 fewer urgent cancer referrals
· between 20,800 and 25,900 fewer patients starting first cancer treatments following a decision to treat
· [bookmark: _Hlk85623611]between 12,000 and 15,000 fewer patients starting first cancer treatments following an urgent GP referral” (BMA,2021).

Due to the growing demand of people in need for medical care the government made the decision to build several field hospitals all over the UK. They used leisure centers, stadiums, schools even set up portacabins to be able to deal with the growing need for medical attention. The first field hospital built was the Nightingale hospital in London with the military helping with getting the hospital up and running. 


More than 15,000 retired doctors and nurses returned to work to be able to help the hospitals through the demand of the pandemic. “Speaking from Downing Street, Mr Hancock heralded the major ride in NHS staffing over the coming days as 11,788 retired medical staffers will return to work, including 2,660 doctors and 6,147 nurses. In addition, 5,500 final year medical students and 18,000 nursing students will be moved into the front line.” Payne, Warrell, Parker March 2020). 



























The effects of COVID-19 on other businesses in the UK

While the effect of covid 19 on some is still unknown quite a lot of high street stores have taken a massive hit through the pandemic with a huge rise in online shopping. Companies such as Amazon, Ebay, Hermes, DPD and BooHoo have all had quite a huge spike in business companies such as Debenhams, Topshop have had a massive downfall as bad as to having to close over 1000s of high street stores. 

Pubs, restaurants and nightclubs are also in the category for taking the most hits too as people were not allowed to eat out or to mix with other households. Although some offered takeaway services and deliveries for some it wasn’t enough to keep them afloat. 

Music concerts and art exhibitions along with museums were also affected by the lockdown. Live music has only just in the last recent weeks been able to start up again but with quite a few venues asking to be shown proof of vaccine or a negative test within 24hours prior to arrival. Debt collectors thought they would see a downfall in people paying off their debts when actually there has been an increase in people paying off their debts as having to stay home a lot more people have a lot more disposable income to be able to pay off their debts. 

The government decided to help those who had been made redundant from their jobs to help by paying them up to 80% of their wages in what was called the furlough scheme which saw thousands of people out of work. Over 1,000,000 employers had to furlough their staff with the vast majority being wholesale and retail staff closely followed by construction workers and scientific and technical staff. That is over 8,000,000 employees on furlough. 

According to D.Clark and I quote “As of August 14, 2021, approximately 11.6 million jobs, from 1.3 million different employers were furloughed in the United Kingdom as part of the government's job retention scheme. The day with the most jobs furloughed at once was May 8, 2020, when 8.86 million jobs were on the job retention scheme. The scheme, introduced in response to the economic damage caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, covers 80 percent of an employees' usual monthly wage, up to 2.5 thousand British pounds a month.
How much does the scheme cost?
The UK government is estimated to have spent 46.4 billion British pounds on the job retention scheme, with that figure expected to rise to 80 billion by the time the program stops in October 2020. To pay for this scheme, among others, it is likely the government will have to resort to levels of borrowing not seen since the Second World War.
How hard has the UK been hit by COVID-19?
[bookmark: _Hlk85630915]Although the government’s fiscal response to the Coronavirus crisis was generally praised, the public health situation has drawn some considerable criticisms. As of May 2020, the UK has suffered the most Coronavirus deaths in Europe, and was second only to Russia in the number of cases. In terms of the Coronavirus death rate, the UK had one of the highest in Europe at 146.9 deaths per 100 thousand people, but fared better than Belgium which had a incidence rate of 181.89 deaths per 100 thousand people” (Clark 2021).

Coronavirus has massively impacted travel agencies and holiday parks due to people not being allowed to go away during the lockdown periods. Tourism was massively effected. 





















Conclusion.

To summarize I would say that covid-19 has had a huge impact on the economy in the United Kingdom and even across the world and I think that this has made us more aware that anything can happen at any given time and to make sure that we start preparing for things like this in future. 

It has massively impacted on the majority of businesses globally and is continuing to take its toll on already struggling businesses. 

The NHS has helped businesses through the pandemic by providing on site testing facilities and vaccination pop up shops. Some businesses are providing PPE to their staff. 
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