Perspectives on Masculinities in the Bible
Activity 1


Themes to think about:
· Construction of the body
· Violence
· Purity/Impurity 
· Disability 

1QM VI, 11b- VII, 7


VI. 11b The horsemen, including the mounts of the men of the rule, shall be six thousand, five hundred for a tribe. All the mounts which go out 12 for the battle with the skirmishers shall be male horses, swift of foot, soft of mouth, long of breath, in the full measure of their days, drilled for battle,13 trained to the hearing of [n]oises and to the sight of all scenes. Those riding on them shall be men of worth for the battle, drilled to the mount and the measure of 14 their days shall be from thirty years to forty-five years. The horsemen of the rule shall be from forty years to fifty; they 15 and the moun[ts] […] and helmets and leggings, equipped in their hand with round shields and a spear eight cubi[ts] long […]16 […] a bow and arrows and war javelins. All of them shall be ready in […] 17 and to shed the blood of the slain of their guiltiness. They are the ones who […] 18 […]  […] 

VII. 1 The men of the rule shall be from forty years to fifty. Those who order the camps shall be from fifty years to sixty. The officers 2 shall also be from forty years to fifty. All those who strip the slain, seize plunder, purify the land, keep watch over the weapons 3 and the one who prepares the provisions, all of them shall be from twenty-five years to thirty. No young boy or woman shall enter their camps when they leave 4 Jerusalem to go to battle until their return. Neither lame, nor blind, nor crippled, nor a man in whose flesh there is a permanent blemish, nor a man stricken by some uncleanliness 5 in his flesh, none of them shall go to battle with them. They shall all be volunteers for war, perfect ones of spirit and flesh, and ready for the Day of Vengeance. Any 6 man who is not purified from a (bodily) discharge on the day of the battle shall not go down with them, for the holy angels are together with their hosts. There shall be a distance 7 between all their camps and the place of the hand two thousand cubits or so. No indecent nakedness shall be seen in the surroundings of all their camps  […]







qPerspectives on Masculinities in the Bible
Activity 2

Rebekah: A Woman who Shapes Masculinity (Genesis 27: 1-29)

In the narrative of Isaac and Rebekah and their sons, Esau and Jacob, Rebekah demonstrated the influence that a mother can have over her sons. Although some may want to judge her harshly, her actions confirm the need to acknowledge the role of women in shaping masculinity. 

Context for the narrative – The first-born male child was always the recipient of the father’s blessings and main portion of his inheritance. 



Discussion

1. What are the themes in the text?
2. Who are the main characters and what do we know about them?
3. What does
a) Isaac say and do?
b) Rebekah say and do?
c) Jacob say and do? 
4. Here, Rebekah shapes the rest of Jacob’s future – research two further narratives about Jacob in the Hebrew Bible. 




Jesus: Challenging Stigma and Discrimination (Matthew 15:21-28) – This passage is helping us look to themes in next weeks’ lecture, Postcolonial Readers and Perspectives. 

Context for the narrative – The Canaanite woman is a descendant of the ancient Canaanites, the bitter biblical enemies of Israel whose paganism had often led Israel into idolatry (cf. Joshua 11:3). The land of Canaan was on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea.  

Discussion

1. What is the text about?
2. Who are the characters in this story and what do we know about them?
3. What does the Canaanite woman say and do>
4. What does Jesus say and do? 
5. What characteristics does Jesus show in this passage? 

