What insights into Medieval society can we gain from the works of Gerald of Wales?
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this essay it is going to be discussing the works of Geraldus Cambrensis otherwise known as Gerald of Wales. As part of this essay, it will discuss what Gerald of Wales states about the Irish and Welsh inhabitants as well as if there are any comparisons drawn between the societies within Ireland and Wales and the society of Norman England at the time. The time period for this essay will be around the late 12th Century. Gerald of Wales was a Cambro-Norman, that being of Welsh and Norman descent, throughout his lifetime Gerald engaged with many practices. Some of which are scholar, churchman, reformer, coutier, diplomat, crusader, propagandist, agent to the English King, champion of Welsh church, outlaw, theologian, traveller and most famously as a writer. [footnoteRef:1] Gerald is believed to have lived for 77 years between the times of 1146 and 1223, [1:  http://www.castlewales.com/gerald.html] 

Of all Geralds writings there are 17 books surviving to this day. Of these 17 books this essay is going to focus on just three of these books. These are: “Topographica Hibernica” or Topography of Ireland written in 1187; “Itenerarium Cambriae” or Journey through Wales written in 1191; as well as “Descriptio Cambriae” or Description of wales written in 1194. Each of these books in some way detail parts of society in both Ireland and Wales, with looking at these the essay shall investigate whether there are any comparisons drawn between the Irish and Welsh society with that of the Norman society at the time. These books may contain information as to the military might of the specific regions, any impressions of the people of Ireland and Wales and also some insight into the social structure of the specified areas. This information will hopefully give light onto the Medieval society of Norman England and its surrounding areas during the life and times of Gerald of Wales. 





