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Preparing for the professional police practice 

Examine the importance of Policing by consent and the impact it has upon a modern day police service.
Policing with consent is pivotal to the success of modern day police service for various reasons including the fact that it highlights the importance of the police service being accountable for their actions. This piece of writing will define what Policing by consent is and explain why policing by consent was put in place by Sir Robert Peel and the principles behind it which primarily was to protect the police and the public, the piece will discuss occasions in which the police hadn’t been as successful in executing their programme to protect themselves and the public for example the Brixton riots of 1981. It will also go on to discuss the changes that have been made throughout the years to produce the successful police service that we now have in modern day life.

According to (Mansfield, 2021)” the police base their legitimacy on having the confidence of the public”
Policing by consent was established in the metropolitan police in 1829, this approach was taken by a man named Robert Peel, who was Home Secretary and founder of the metropolitan police. According to (LDN_gov, 2020)”Policing by consent is the belief that for policing to be effective and work for both the police and the community there has to be a broad amount of public support for a polices services actions”. The public expect the police to always do the right thing in the right way no matter what the circumstances are. 
It is critical that all officers understand the importance of policing by consent and the nine principles that are set out to help achieve this, these principles have made an incredible impact on today’s society to help police protect in the morally correct way and has helped them gain trust in the community throughout the nation. As it is believed that police can’t serve to the fullest ability without the help and cooperation from the public itself. According to (Higgins, 2020) “Black Caribbean people in particular experience policing less positively.” In previous years it has been the perception of the certain members of the public that the police service mistreated them and various different groups of the public this must be one of the biggest aims for the police service to change this perception of the service.
 As taught by (Matthews, 2022)” Sir Robert Peel went out of his way to explain that the police were there to serve the public, not the government.”
There are nine principles involved in the importance of policing by consent these include: 
Accountability- the person is made to answer for their own actions, decisions and omissions. 
Fairness- the person treats everyone they meet in the same manner.
Honesty- the person is trust worthy and truthful in everything they do and say.
Integrity- the person always does the right thing and never compromises or abuses their position of power.
Leadership- the person sets a good example for the person or persons around them 
Objectivity- the person makes decisions based on professional judgement and evidence.
Openness- the person is transparent and open in the actions and decisions you make.
Respect- all people are to be respected regardless of other identities. The person or persons will act with self-control and tolerance always ensuring to treat other members of the public with respect and courtesy and will use their police powers and authority lawfully and proportionately.
Selflessness- the person cannot think in their own interest, it must be the interest of the public.
When sir Robert peel introduced his nine principles for policing it is thought that he envisioned a partnership between the policing service and the British public as he stated the police service worked for the British public not the British government, however historically it has not always worked that way to provide an example, the Brixton riots.
The Brixton riots occurred in April 1981 at a time in which relations between the people of Brixton and the metropolitan police service were already tense. According to (Mohdin, 2021)” there was a tale of a young black man being thrown into police cells and beaten behind closed doors” this was where mistakes were made and the police service directly went against Mr Peel’s vision for the service. According to (Jefferson, 2012)” the immediate trigger for the 1981 Brixton riots was operation swamp.” Over the course of a ten day operation 150 plain clothes officers had made 1000 stop searches which resulted 150 arrests. During this time the police service took advantage of one tool used to crackdown on street crime known as “sus”. This tactic gave the police service a legal excuse to stop and search anyone they deemed suspicious. To provide more detail, specifically it was a charge of loitering with suspicion to commit a criminal offence. This caused more damage to the police service then good.
The Brixton riots then allows the author to discuss the policing services vision for future years into 2025,  this vision can only be met by the whole of the policing community working alongside the public with the publics interests at heart. The police service will retain and attract a workforce full of confident professional's that are willing to operate at a high standard of autonomy and accountability. As stated by  (Policing vision 2025 - national police chiefs' council 2016)” the link between community and the police will continue to form the bedrock of British policing”.
This vision is set out so that policing by consent has a positive impact on the police service itself and those who serve within the police. This is to learn from the history of policing and to make working with the public a more positive approach to policing.

A more recent case where police officers abused there powers is the case of Sarah Everard vigil. ‘And she trusted a police officer’ (Bell, 2021). Sarah Everard was a victim of a violent crime where  police officer Wayne Couzens had abused his power of a police officer and made an illegal arrest , of breaching the Covid restrictions, as she was walking home at the time of 21:30. This  led him to be able to abduct, rape and murder Sarah Everard. ‘The whole kidnapping took less than five minutes.’      This is a prime example that even now in the modern day life police officers still go on to abuse the system and the trust of the public.

Events were policing by consent has been seen as a positive are public events where engagement with the the crowd to help assist them but also set boundaries that protect everyone at the events. These events demonstrate engagement and building the trust in the people who the police are working with and working towards, such as the public. The queens funeral is a positive example where the police had to manage a large crowd and assist a large number of who attended. The police had to make sure that all members of the public felt safe and a number of high up people, including the royal family themselves. “police chiefs say their operation for Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral will be the biggest ever, with more than 10,000 officers on duty”. 
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