                             		     			     	
Worksheet 2: Research Questions

Your research project is likely to have these characteristics:
1. It will arise out of a genuine issue and a wish on your part to improve learner outcomes ‘Where would we like to be?’
2. It will involve you trying out something new (your ‘action’) ‘How might we get there?’
3. It will require you to notice carefully what happens (the ‘research’ element)
4. Your action research will provide you with some findings which you can write up and share with other colleagues


Research Questions should be:
· Clear – it should be easy to understand
· Specific – convey exactly what you want to know
· Original – remember that you’re researching something new that has not been done before
· Achievable – is it possible for you to answer this question?
· Relevant – to the literature you’ve read, your own setting, the purpose of your enquiry
· Interesting – Why do people need to know about this?
(Adapted from Lewin, 1948)




In pairs or small groups, discuss the strengths and limitations of the following RQs:

1. What is the best way to teach counting in the Foundation Phase?
2. Why do learners with ALN find aspects of school difficult, and what could the school do about it? 
3. How often does the average parent listen to their child read and what is the impact on progress?
4. How many school days are lost through pupils’ unauthorised absence? 







Use your notes from Worksheet 1 to help you answer the following:
1. What is the aim of your Research Project?
2. Why is it important for you to explore?
3. What will be the benefits – to you, your pupils, the school?
4. Who does your research involve? Pupil participants (numbers, year group/s, class/es)? Colleagues as participants? Researcher/s?
5. What is your research question (refer to the info sheet)?
6. Begin to think about what methods you might use to answer your question. For example, observations, focus groups, individual or group interviews.



Source: http://cei.ust.hk/teaching-resources/action-research
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