Discuss the extent to which the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component within the United Kingdom's constitution 
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 To answer this, it is important to understand the definition of what a constitution is. A constitution is a set of rules by which different countries are organized like America and France. A constitution is usually in the form of a document, however, the Uk constitution has not been codified in this way and instead the UK is governed through the statutes, Conventions, Judicial decisions and treaties and is spread through multiple documents instead of having a true Constitution (UK Parliament, 2022). The UK’s constitution can be split into three different principles. The first principle is the rule of law which means that no one is above the law and ensures that everyone including government institutions are governed by the law and that no one is above it. It also means that all laws are to be understandable and clear, the second principle is the separation of powers which mean all powers of the government are interrelated which includes executive, legislative and judicial powers. Finally you have parliamentary sovereignty which is the principle of how parliament is supreme and so is the supreme legal authority of the UK and so the laws that they make cannot be overruled as no one is above them (UOLLB,2022) 
The statement “parliament is supreme” can be argued however due to one piece of legislation called the Humans Right Act (HRA) (1998). HRA sets out all the rights and freedoms that everyone within the UK is entitled too given by the European Convention on Human Rights. This act was put into force within the UK in October 2000. The act itself has three main effects, one of these effects are making sure that new laws are compatible with convention rights, this means that Parliament has to make sure that the legislation that they wish to pass are compatible with the rights set out in the European Convention on Human Rights(EHRC,2018) one Example of a piece of Legislation made with the Thoughts of the Human Rights act 1998 was the Equality act(2010 c 15) which was made to protect people from discrimination from the workplace, this shows that Parliament Sovereignty may not be a critical component within the United Kingdom's constitution as it is not truly all supreme as it has to be regulated by the European Convention on Human Rights. however, this can be argued against still as if a piece of law is deemed incompatible by the European Convention on Human Rights it does not make the law invalid and if chosen by parliament can still be passed ( Citizens Advice, 2019). This could be seen as parliament Sovereignty being a main component within the UK Constitution as it can still pass laws with almost no restrictions and shows that it is supreme.
One point that shows how the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component of the UK’s constitution is the fact that Parliament are the only law making body within the United Kingdom that has the legal power to make primary legislation. Primary legislation are defined as acts or statutes which are made by parliament and effect the whole of the United Kingdom (University of Oxford, 2015) , one example of a piece of primary legislation would be the Employments rights act (1996 C 16). This act was made to protect workers rights and to make sure that they are treated fairly, The reason why the being able to make primary legislation shows that parliament sovereignty is a critical component of the Uks constitution is the fact that only parliament has the power make these laws whilst other law making bodies like the Sennid are only able to make secondary legislation also known as delegated legislation and this was done through devolution through parliament. This devolution refers to powers that are passed from the UK government to the neighboring nations which include Scotland, Wales and Northen Ireland (the constitution society, 2023) however the powers given to these nations are more specific and only effect that one nation some examples could be how Wales can control their own health and social care. These powers that are given by these goveremnets can also be taken back by parliament as well which again shows how parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component as they are able to easily regulate different laws throughout the UK weather that be passing primary legislation or giving different nations within their power the ability to pass secondary legislation.
The last point which shows how Parliamentary Sovereignty is in fact a critical component within the United Kingdom's Constitution is one that we have glossed over in previous points which is that fact that no one can question or change as stated by the theory of A.V Dicey where it is stated that no one including any person or body has the ability to overrule or set aside the legislation of parliament (Walters,2020).  there are many examples of this that shows how no other person or law making body has the power above parliament to overrule legislation which we have been slightly covered in the previous points. The first example is that fact that even though via the Humans Rights act 1998 Parliament would have to make sure that their legislation are compatible with the rights set out by the European Union and if they are not then then the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe would have to amend the legislation however they are not able to overrule that legislation in any way due to the fact that it does not have the authority over these national decisions (International Justice Resource Center,2014) .  this is a prime example of how no other body has supreme authority over Parliament and that Parliament is supreme, This also shows that Parliamentary Sovereignty is a critical component of the United Kingdoms Constitution as is allows the constitution to go untouched by other law making bodies meaning that if a law is made by the Government then no one else other then the government can update/ change that law like the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. Another example that I have mentioned within this essay is the fact that Parliament is the only Legal body within the United Kingdom that are able to pass primary legislation whilst other legal bodies like the Senned or the Scottish Parliament are only able to make secondary legislation (Legeslation.GOV.UK,2018) . This shows that Parliament is supreme as due to the fact that only Parliament can pass primary legislation that means is  when it comes to the UK passing acts that effect all of the UK like the European Union (Withdrawal) act 2018 (Blackstone Chambers,2020) then that act will have to be put forward and passed by Parliament which again shows how Parliament is in fact supreme and that Parliamentary Sovereignty is a critical component to the United Kingdoms Constitution as it is what makes and presents all of the legislation and statues that the UK Constitution is made up of.
In conclusion, Parliamentary Sovereignty to a large extent can be seen as a critical component of the United Kingdom Constitution not only due to the fact that only Parliament can make primary legislation which is critical as if all law making bodies within the UK could make primary legislation then there would be no order and the UK constitution itself would fall as there would be no set and clearly defined statues and laws for the UK to follow . But it is also due to the fact that no other law making body as the authorization or power to overrule or change laws passed by Parliament Like the European Convention on Human Rights which again shows that Parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component as it gives us the power to truly regulate our own government and laws without outside forces also being able to do this. however Parliament still have to regulate their laws and acts to make sure that they are compatible with the Humans Rights Act 1998 but we can still pass laws even if they are not compatible with these laws so the point still stands
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