
Good teaching and learning mean employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

Good teaching and learning set tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. 

Good teaching and learning range within and across areas of learning and experience.

Curriculum for Wales is a framework that was first published in 20202 to help every school develop its very own curriculum this will help enable all the children to develop across the four purposes of the curriculum. This new curriculum for Wales helps teachers draw directly from the guides online to ensure that they get the updated guideline to follow.  
Wales's curriculum is changing for the better as they want to ensure a successful education system for everyone, for example, the experiences, knowledge and skills, lifelong learning experiences and skills needed for employment. The Curriculum for Wales recommendations makes clear what elements go into a well-rounded education. The shared vision and goal for every child and young person are represented by the four purposes. By achieving these, we raise the bar for everyone, advance personal and societal well-being, combat ignorance and disinformation, and promote civic involvement.  The new curriculum for Wales was created by experts using a network of schools. These schools came from all around Wales, including rural and urban locations, bilingual, English- and Welsh-medium schools, primary and secondary schools, special schools, schools with a religious focus, and schools with a variety of class sizes. These varieties of schools and teachers worked alongside the Welsh government, Estyn, qualifications were in order to provide their schools with the new best curriculum. (Welsh Government, 2020)  

The fundamentals of a child's education are precisely what foundational learning refers to. Basic literacy, numeracy, and transferable skills are referred to because they serve as the foundation for a lifetime of learning. (blogs.worldbank.org, n.d.) The foundation stage is all about the standards of learning development for children and is also where the children are inspired and encouraged to develop an interest in learning for life within a happy, creative ad secure space. (www.tbs-cairo.com, n.d.)

As part of a holistic approach to any child's development, it is down to the teachers to pay attention to the children's physical, personal, social, emotional and spiritual well-being as well as cognitive aspects of their learning. The five holistic development of a. child includes their physical, intellectual, social, emotional and spiritual development. This is to ensure that every child’s skill and feelings are being met (soeonline.american.edu, 2020)

Firstly, I will be talking about the pedagogical principle of good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.  Blended learning is a combination of in-person teaching face to face and in-class teaching, for example when I was out on placement the children’s topic in the classroom was rainforests, and the children had been having lessons on the rainforest and knew everything about rainforests but then a trip was combined to Plantasia so they could see, hear and feel things that you would see in the rainforest. Benefits of blended learning include the ability for learners to set their own pace for learning and the fact that everyone learns things differently from one another. With this, control over one's learning is essential for learning. Choice lessens student disengagement, lessens part of the stress associated with the learning process, and encourages interaction with the subject matter. The disadvantage of blended learning is that some students may need to use technology outside of the classroom, which will be difficult for those kids whose homes don't have access to technology. Children may lack motivation if they are not given clear instructions on how to finish their work and are not provided with assistance, when necessary, which is another drawback. 

Direct teaching is when a teacher teaches the class as a whole step by step together. The advantage of direct teaching is that the teacher can maintain a focused classroom, encouraging the children to develop listening skills.  Using a variety of approaches, including those that encourage problem-solving, creative thinking, and critical thinking, is the key to effective teaching and learning. Tasks and materials are chosen for good teaching and learning in a way that builds on prior understanding and experience while also capturing interest. The disadvantage of direct teaching is that direct teaching does not permit access to prior information by teachers, only a small fraction of pupils benefit from it, and it relies on their preferred learning methods (Sara, 2010). This method of direct teaching inhibits teamwork and may make pupils disconnect. (CUNY CAT Early Learning Program, n.d.) During my time at my placements school, an example of direct learning in the classroom is that the teacher was teaching my whole class a song as a whole class a directed lesson together, some people became disengaged as they weren’t having the one-to-one support during teaching as they would normally have. The idea that effective teaching and learning need the use of a variety of techniques, including direct instruction, is crucial and applicable during the foundation period. Understandably, young children who are just beginning their educational journey may find it difficult to adapt to formal instruction and learning. It is regarded as a crucial component of the development phase's teaching and learning pedagogy (hwb.gov.wales, n.d.). In my opinion, blended learning is a very important part of every child's learning because they can only learn so much in class and with them going out on a trio and seeing what they have been learning about n person and being able to see what they have been learning about and gives them the independence of being able to ask questions and gain further knowledge on their topic of learning. In my opinion, direct teaching only works for children with the ability to concentrate and that can work together otherwise they struggle to engage in the lesson and distract others from learning.
 
Secondly, I will be talking about good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. I take this to suggest that the greatest method to give children challenges is to make sure that they are suited to their needs and skills, which are based on prior knowledge. Prior knowledge has a significant influence on how students learn, and storing certain critical information in long-term memory may facilitate the learning of more difficult concepts. Prior knowledge's quantity and quality have a favourable impact on learners' ability to apply higher-order cognitive problem-solving abilities as well as acquire new knowledge. We help our students engage their existing knowledge and make connections between new information and their prior understanding to maximise the possibility that they will be able to recall and apply what we teach. Prior knowledge is built upon to create new learning. The more we are aware of what pupils are already thinking, the more we can support them in using their existing knowledge. Additionally, studies show a significant correlation between performance and prior knowledge. To motivate and inspire the students to finish them, it is also imperative that these assignments are built around their interests. Image explaining why context and knowledge are important for children's learning. More than only sharpening pupils' critical-thinking abilities, knowledge facilitates learning. In addition to being cumulative, knowledge also expands exponentially. It is simpler to learn more for those who have a solid foundation in factual knowledge. Understanding the context is essential for creating learning opportunities that are culturally, linguistically, and socially appropriate for each kid while also reflecting their unique development and skills.  (Reading Rockets, 2013).The "More Knowledgeable Other" (MKO), as described by Vygotsky, is more knowledgeable than the learner, particularly about a given task, idea, or procedure. The more knowledgeable other, which is based on Vygotsky's zone of proximal development, is an approach I have been using and following. Vygotsky emphasises the significance of treating every child as a unique individual who learns uniquely. As a result, each person has different information and abilities that are valued in studying. Scaffolding is used in conjunction with the ZPD. An individual's general knowledge provides the knowledge, abilities, and prior experiences that form the foundation of the scaffolding for possible development. At this stage, students work collaboratively with adults and/or peers to finish a task that may not be possible for them to do alone.  (FutureLearn, n.d.) According to this idea and method, teachers should assign various tasks depending on each pupil's comfort level. Three jobs with comparable material but varying levels of complexity would be created.  The purpose of doing this is to allow the students to identify areas where they feel they can work independently, areas where they feel they could work with some help, and areas where they feel it is completely out of their grasp without the support of their teachers. The lack of experimental testing in Vygotsky's theories has drawn harsh criticism. As he thought that social interaction was an important component of learning, he relied heavily on the observation of his participants to support his conclusions. Vygotsky argued that learners actively engage in the acquisition of knowledge, in contrast to some philosophers who believe that learning comes spontaneously and smoothly. Vygotsky's hypothesis has been criticised for failing to explain why some children's cognitive development occurs at a slower rate than others. A comprehensive examination of cognitive development was carried out by Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget, which provides some solutions that Vygotsky was unable to. According to Piaget, children learn in phases and must advance to the following milestone before they can comprehend certain ideas. (Kurt, 2020). In my opinion from previous experience, I feel that children have a better understanding and have more context on for example the topic that they are studying for e then it gives than a wider eye of what they are learning about and will make them excited and want to learn. 
 
Lastly, I will be talking about ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience’.  Good teaching and learning are all about knowledge, tactics, procedures, and behaviours that produce positive student outcomes are those of an effective teacher. Teaching across the areas of learning is the core of collaborative learning for students in cross-curricular teaching, which is a vital strategy for imparting knowledge across several topics at once. It calls for the literature teacher and art teacher to be in alignment with the maths instructor. (Lynch, 2019) Students who engage in cross-curricular learning are better able to solve problems and relate concepts to practical applications. By enabling students to apply their learning in real-world situations, these lessons better prepare them for their education and future. There are numerous advantages to cross-curricular learning, but there are also drawbacks. Teachers identify a lack of time for collaboration as the main problem. Since lesson planning, grading, and preparation for teaching are frequently overburdensome for teachers, a full rearrangement of planning time would be necessary. Another problem is that, if poorly designed and executed, it could start strong before fading over time. Long-term attention retention for students might be difficult. In a study conducted in England, 48 students were taught by eight teachers in a cross-curricular manner for a specific idea. The results showed that the lower-achieving students experienced the greatest confidence boost and felt the greatest sense of accomplishment once they learnt how to collaborate to complete the tasks s


et to them. Some of the pupils started to realise that critical thinking abilities could be applied to any subject. Cross-curricular instruction has the potential to significantly alter how pupils learn and process information. However, it appears that there needs to be a significant change in the organisation of the school day and how teachers arrange their classes. (Lynch, 2019) Effective teachers use their knowledge to enhance learning and have a good effect on their students.  Language and communication are the two main components of effective teaching and learning. physical progress. emotional, social, and personal growth. ‘The areas of learning and experience are being developed as a central element of the new curriculum’ (Education Wales, 2018) Six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs) will make up the new Welsh curriculum, including Expressive Arts, Health and Well-Being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy, Science and Technology. In my opinion, I feel that cross-curriculum learning benefits the children in the area of learning s they can see that for example English can be linked to maths for numeracy where they will be interpreting English with maths to solve problems. 

Conclusion
I still have a lot to learn about the value of pedagogical principles in our education, but I've also realised how important it is to have our own opinions about these pedagogies if we want them to be taken seriously, properly considered, and eventually incorporated into lessons.  In conclusion, to bring about evidentiary development in my pedagogies and my practice, I will be incorporating new strategies into my teaching. First, when developing lessons and resources, I will give greater thought to how to use pedagogical ideas correctly so that they are in line with the curriculum. With my focus tasks, I will soon be applying a stronger cross-curricular approach. Finally, I'm going to apply the approach known as scaffolding more frequently, employing various strategies including explaining a concept or problem in several ways to assure understanding and beginning with a basic version of a lesson and progressively making it more complicated. I'll be evaluating whether I've successfully applied these tactics.
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