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[bookmark: _Toc138096676]Executive summary

The contents of the report would include the following: The importance of Academic Writing, Critical Analysis, and a brief presentation on the Meaning of a Sense of Place and Identity. The overall goal is to improve students’ understanding of Academic Writing.
In conclusion, the understanding of the subject is in more depth, the terms are clearer, and the improved knowledge of the student.
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Gayathri Senanayake asked for the following report for the module Learning in the Digital Era on 09 May 2023 to better understand Academic Writing and its Importance, Critical Analysis, and a Sense of Place and Identity. The report will be realized and submitted by Oana Maria Burlacu (2241262)  by 23 June 2023.
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The student utilizes books, journals, and websites to prepare this report.

[bookmark: _Toc138096679]Introduction

Following Pomona College (2023), the introduction to an academic paper should attract the reader to follow the whole paper. It should intrigue the reader and inform about the subjects followed in the paper. That is why, the writer should fill it when the other sections are close to the end. An introduction should contain the main information from within the paper so, the reader doesn`t have any surprises. The opening of a paper should be well-written and interesting for the audience, it also helps the reader to make an impression about the analytical skills of the writer and the quality of the research (Sacred Heart University, 2023).
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The Findings section is important because is the main part of the paper. It contains in-depth information gathered and developed in more detail to better understand the researched subject. In this section, the author debates the theories, and it helps demonstrate the research of the chosen subject (Research Findings, 2021). According to Tegan (2022), the author describes the results in a professional manner, objective, clear, and in logical order. The findings section should not attempt to answer your main research question or speculate about the meaning of the results.

[bookmark: _Hlk137722927][bookmark: _Toc138096681]The Importance of Academic Writing

According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary (2023), writing is “the act or process of one who writes”. Writing is one of the most used and powerful methods of communication. 
According to the University of Sydney (2022), Academic Writing refers to the style of writing used in academic disciplines. Academic Writing specifications are a formal tone, the use of arguments, and clear and concise language. Academic writing is usually more structured than other types of writing, it has an introduction, main body, and conclusion. It also contains references and citations to prove the knowledge and to support the author`s arguments (University of Portsmouth, 2023). Academic writing is often required by teachers in academic settings such as universities and colleges, but it is also used in professional contexts.
Academic Writing proves the student’s understanding of the subject, the style of thinking, and shows his level of knowledge (Irvin, 2010). To be able to properly fulfill an academic writing paper the student must focus on the given assessment, on the research done for the paper, and understand what the teacher asks for.
Considering Trevor Day`s book Success in Academic Writing, the skill of writing is an important part of the life of a student. It helps students to remember, observe and gather evidence, helps them to think, communicate, and especially to learn. Academic writing is a challenge for students in fulfilling their assessments in the right way, with a good structure, because of their lack of practice.
Academic writing has its differences in various fields of study, it serves a different purpose in different courses. Lectors assess each piece of academic work from different points of view and note differently depending on the field of work, the expectations, and the type of paper that is requested for. Each of these differences helps the students to develop their academic literacy (Zhu, 2004).


Similarity Score on Importance of Academic Writing
[image: ]
According to Steward Manley (2021), the similarity score is made by text-matching software, by comparing the text with other online sources, to avoid plagiarism. However, the similarity score should not be the only mean to confirm or infirm the presence of plagiarism.
A high similarity score could indicate plagiarism but if a long list of references is used by the student it would highlight. 
The similarity score for the Importance of Academic Writing is 29% but, the student uses references that pop up as similarity and represent a big part of this score. Without the reference list, the similarity drops to 5%. For a better score, the student should paraphrase better.
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It is hard to find an accurate definition of Critical Analysis because it is formed by multiple skills that a person builds over time and with practice. Critical analysis thinking is accomplished in students by taking extra steps to understand and develop a subject (Cotrell, 2013, p. 187). Some useful steps that a student should do to improve Critical Analysis Thinking could be:
· looking at the information from a perspective, 
· thinking of the subject from more angles, 
· checking the accuracy, logic, evidence, 
· checking for faults in the reasoning or the conclusion.
Critical thinking is in connection with the character according to Dana Delibovi (2015). It is a skill backed up at any educational level by government leaders, educators, and business leaders. Teachers and lectors introduced critical thinking, in multiple courses to enhance this ability in young students. However, it is an ability developed in time and with exercise.
Thinking is something that everybody does, but it is known that critical thinking is not something that everybody does. People tend not to think ahead at the consequences of their actions (Little and Feldhaus, 2015).
Critical Analysis Thinking includes a variety of processes that must be done to make wise, logical, informed decisions about the chosen subject (Little and Feldhaus, 2015).
Stephen D. Brookfield (2015) states, “Critical thinking is a social learning process”. The results of some studies show that students in small groups have a better and more in-depth understanding of using critical thinking, which comes from discussions with their peers. Because using their filters makes it hard for students to do this by themselves. People thinking is open to interpretation, which is why critical thinking is improved in social groups that share different points of view and create more insight on the subject. However, even though critical thinking is considered an important skill and valued, it is still controverted and disputed (Huber and Kuncel, 2016).

[bookmark: _Toc138096683]Sense of Place and Identity
Here you have the link for my Sense of Place and Identity video.
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFmRzTDnqM/jhgej8ne7hrQXsakG3Cavw/view?utm_content=DAFmRzTDnqM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=recording_view 
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According to Audrey Eads (2023), the conclusion is an important part of a paper because it reminds the research, the arguments, and the statements done for the paper. It should be clear, concise, and do not sound repetitive. This section should not present any new ideas, it should focus on the arguments that the writer has presented (Caulfield, 2023). It should make the reader understand that the paper has ended. The conclusion section should summarize the main points and create an overall image for the reader to stick with. It is a review of the material presented in the main body (Walden University, 2023).

[bookmark: _Toc138096685]Recommendations

[bookmark: _Toc138096686]Appendices

[bookmark: _Toc138096687]Acknowledgments













[bookmark: _Toc138096688]Reference list
Brookfield, S.D., (2015) ‘Teaching Critical Thinking and the Role of Team Teaching’, Handbook of research on advancing critical thinking in higher education. United States: ICI Global.
Caulfield, J., (2023) Writing a research paper Conclusion. Available at: https://www.scribbr.com/research-paper/research-paper-conclusion/ (Accessed: 12 June 2023).
Cotrell, S., (2013) The study skills handbook. 4th ed. Palgrave McMillian.
Davy, A., (2019) A sense of place - Mindful practice outdoors. London: Bloomsbury Publishing Plc.
Day, T., (2018) Success in Academic Writing. 2nd ed. London: Bloomsbury Publishing Plc.
Delibovi, D., (2015) ‘Critical Thinking and Character’, Handbook of research on advancing critical thinking in higher education. United States: ICI Global.
Eads, A., (2023) How to write a conclusion for a research paper. Available at: https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-write-a-conclusion-for-a-research-paper (Accessed: 12 June 2023).
[bookmark: _Hlk137723146]Hasa, (2022) What is the Difference Between Personal and Social Identity. Available at: https://pediaa.com/what-is-the-difference-between-personal-and-social-identity/ (Accessed: 19 June 2023)
Hay, R., (1998) ‘Sense of place in developmental context’, Journal of Environmental Psychology, 18(1), pp. 5-29. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1006/jevp.1997.0060 (Accessed: 16 June 2023).
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/writing (2023) (Accessed: 15 June 2023).
Huber, C.R., and Kuncel, N.R., (2016) ‘Does College Teach Critical Thinking? A Meta-Analysis’, Review of Educational Research, 86(2), pp. 431–468. Available at: https://doi.org/10.3102/0034654315605917 (Accessed: 16 June 2023)
Irvin, L.L., (2010) Writing Spaces: Readings on Writing. Vol. 1. Parlor Press.
Kudryavtsev, A., Stedman, R., & Krasny, E. (2012) ‘Sense of place in environmental education’, Environmental Education Research, 3(4), pp. 1–15. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2011.609615 (Accessed: 16 June 2023).
Little, J.M., Feldhaus, C., (2015) ‘Critical Thinking Skills in Virtual Learning Environments’, Handbook of research on advancing critical thinking in higher education. United States: ICI Global.
Manley, S., (2021) ‘The use of text-matching software’s similarity scores’, Accountability in research, 30(4), pp. 2019-245. Available at: https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1080/08989621.2021.1986018 (Accessed: 15 June 2023)
McAndrew, F.T., (1998) ‘The measurement of “rootedness” and the prediction of attachment to home-towns in college students’, Journal of Environmental Psychology, 18(4), pp. 409-417. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1006/jevp.1998.0078 (Accessed: 19 June 2023)
Pomona College (2023) The role of an introduction. Available at: https://www.pomona.edu/administration/writing-center/student-resources/general-writing-resources/role-introduction#:~:text=Your%20introduction%20conveys%20a%20lot,will%20assert%20your%20main%20argument (Accessed: 09 June 2023).
Relph, E., (1976) Place and Placelessness. London: Pion.
Research Findings – Objectives, Importance, and Techniques (2021). Available at:
https://www.myresearchtopics.com/guide/research-findings/ (Accessed: 10 June 2023).
Sacred Heart University (2023) Organizing Academic Research Papers: 4. The Introduction. Available at: https://library.sacredheart.edu/c.php?g=29803&p=185916 (Accessed: 09 June 2023).
Seamon, D., (2012) `Place, Place Identity, and Phenomenology: A Triadic Interpretation Based on JG Bennett's systematics’, In The Role of Place Identity in the Perception, Understanding, and Design of Built Environments. London: Bentham Science Publishers.
Tegan, G. (2022) How to write a results section – Tips and Examples. Available at: https://www.scribbr.com/dissertation/results/ (Accessed: 10 June 2023).
The University of Sydney (2022) Writing. Available at: https://www.sydney.edu.au/students/writing.html (Accessed: 15 June 2023).
University of Portsmouth (2023) Academic writing style. Available at:  https://www.port.ac.uk/student-life/help-and-advice/study-skills/written-assignments/academic-writing-style (Accessed: 15 June 2023).
Walden University (2023) Writing a paper – Conclusions. Available at: https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/writingprocess/conclusions#:~:text=A%20conclusion%20is%20an%20important,bigger%20picture%20of%20the%20document. (Accessed: 12 June 2023).
Zhu, W., (2004) ‘Faculty views on the importance of writing, the nature of academic writing, and teaching and responding to writing in the disciplines’, Journal of second language writing, 13(1), pp. 29-48. Available at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1060374304000074 (Accessed: 15 June 2023)


2

image1.png
Turnitin Paper
D

. ‘Submission Title * ‘Submitted Similarity Grade

|2 View Digital Receipt  Importance of 208967841  15/06/23, 12:18 20% [0 — Submit Paper &3
Academic Writing-
2241262





