Monsters of Rock Script:
20th August 1988, commonly known as the ‘Donington Disaster’ and what is known today as the “Download Festival”. During the Monsters of Rock, tragically two young men lost their lives during a crowd related incident. The investigation research has been conducted by analysing the rock culture during 1980s according to news report findings and other media sources, first person interviews with an individual who attended the event and underpinning academic crisis management and risk management models to reach a clear and unbiased conclusion considering the difference in event technology between 1988 to now. 
The 1980s Background
The 1980s was a conservative period with the ethos of “working hard to gain financial reward” prominently referred to as the “yuppie culture”. The 1980s were exposed to materialism with inflations rates and influential icons displaying excessive expenditure of what was once considered luxury items, portraying a ‘free market’ and changed the prosperity of individual desires and purchases known as a consumer market. However, the job opportunities and the ability to sign up to this way of life were not available to all with unemployment reaching record levels of over 3 million job losses in 1983 during this period with Margaret Thatcher at the helm (BBC, 2013). During this period global issues of war, poverty and racial issues were predominant and applying to economic and political theory of Marxism by Karl Marx this conflict theory of social classes for an equal society were only achieved when lower classes revolted against the concept which is what the 1980s represented. 
In 1981, MTV introduced music videos and artists were often competing to exceed the expectations of visuals aspects with their looks, fashion and wild characteristics as a promotional source of material for their music which impacted society in fashion and behaviour. Rock music began to challenge the current level of acceptance within society and many famous rock bands had a notorious bad boy image, it was often stereotyped as encouraging youth rebellion and social change. Many rock fans would engage with the music by ‘slam dancing’ essentially colliding with one another in what is commonly referred to by the rock community as ‘mosh pits’. Concerning those of an older demographic, a campaign against the rock industry called PMRC was even established to protest what was consider offensive however becoming a social norm in 1980s with songs like ‘Eat me alive’ by Judas Priest that featured explicit sexual references within the song but responded with “We are a metal band, we are not going to sing about daffodils and roses’ (Chilton, 2022). 
It is apparent there was pockets of rebellion for political and social change throughout the 1980s with the music industry becoming a display of activism with bands such as U2, Sex Pistols and The Cranberries releasing protest songs for unity in respond to current global issues and anti-Thatcherism. However, many devoted fans describe the motion of rock music as escapism. This concept is discussed by Frith (2023) as rock music was not an influence on society but instead a reflection of society. 
Monsters of Rock 1988
Monsters of Rock (MOR) Festival was first staged in 1980 as an open-air concert organised by Aimcrave Ltd, held annually at Donington Park, Nottingham. This event attracted rock fans, also known as ‘metal heads’ attracting event-led tourism from all over Europe. Many would camp on site in anticipation for the event, despite event organisers discouraging this concept as noted on the 1988 ticket “NO CAMPING” however, responsible actions of suppling facilities and communicating with police to patrol the ‘camp site’ was implemented as security measures of preventing camping could not be contained, this information is shared by Mike Upton head of security for the 1988 MOR (Upton, 1995). 
This major rock event became a paramount entertainment event for rock musicians to showcase their music internationally due to the media coverage and live radio broadcast the event established. MOR would have 6 acts and during the 1988 event in running order showcased Helloween, Megadeath, Guns and Roses, David Lee Roth, Kiss supporting the main headliner Iron Maiden with this line up being referred as ‘pinnacle’ to the rock community (Dome, 2015). As stated above MTV in the 1980s provided pivotal change in how musicians marketed to a global audience, and successfully American band Guns’ N’ Roses were prime example of this succession performing on MTV in 1987 with “Welcome to the Jungle” stated as becoming ‘overnight stars’ embracing new fans to demand the song to be re-played (Drapper, 2022).
According to Maurice Jones, managing director the attendance for the MOR 1988 was 95,000 (Upton, 1995) However throughout investigation different attendance figures are discussed by press and headliner Iron Maiden stated a record of upto 107,000 (Ingham, 1995) and during personal communication interview from Bourke who attended the 1988 event stated, “Many festival go-ers had broken into the festival from holes in the surrounding fence”. Often forecasted as a potential risk within events is a high crowd density can result to serious safety issues (Haase, et al, 2019). Arguably, Upton further discusses the standing area that has a natural slope facing the stage, visual advantage for the audience could accommodate 150/200,000 people (Upton, 1995).  It is stated by Getz and Page, “Summer is the festival season, and success often depends upon good weather.” (Getz and Page, 2020, p64) and according to weather history of August 1988 it described as “A wet summer almost everywhere” (Weather History, 2023). Upton stated it rained heavily from Monday to Thursday leading up to the event and rained intermittently on the day. (Upton, 1995).
The positive reputation of the ongoing annual legacy of Monsters of Rock Festival however deteriorated when tragically two young male attendees lost their lives during the 1988 event. 
Incident Timeline
Upton reported the horrific sequence of events to describe the incidents that lead to the death of two individuals. From reviewing this piece of literature key points were identified and extracted into a timeline: 
· 1PM a screen was damaged by high winds and control room moved security from the pit to guard the screen.  
· 2pm “Unusual high level of crowd activity” was reported to control room, immediately went GNR went on stage, security staff were moved back to pit.
· Crowd surge caused a crowd collapse involving 50 people– 5 men security team sent into the crowd, signals are sent to the band to stop playing. 
· Axel Rose, lead singer addressed the audience during set saying, “Don’t f****in’ kill each other” (Cameron, 2011).
· Crowd panic caused radios on security to be ripped off and damaged – unable to ask for support. 
· Ground conditions were poor and those on bottom of crowd collapse were buried under mud. 
· The band assumed the crisis was being dealt with – continued to play however slowed down their set, this caused a second crowd collapse.
· 5 members of security attempted to assist audience members over crowd, crowd behaviour prevent efficient work due to audience crowd surfering over the collapse. 
· Ten men were sent out to the crowd to assist the 5 others – show stopped a second time. 
· St Johns Ambulance was then stationed at stage to assist with causalities, CPR was commenced by security team to one individual.
· Two bodies were then found trapped under the mud; they were retrieved and taken to a hospital but announced dead on arrival.
· Police, security and promoter, Maurice Jones made the decision to continue the show as “No purpose would be served by stopping the event” (Upton, 1995).
· David Lee Roth then plays on stage and throws a member of security off the stage who went to alert him to stop his set as security feared a second surge. 
(Adapted from Upton, 1995)
Upon investigation in Iron Maiden official bibliography, who were the main headliners it was stated they were not notified of the deaths of the individuals until long after their set and believed none of the other performers knew of the extent of the crisis (Ingham, 2004) this is also supported during an interview with Slash lead guitarist of G’N’R who stated it was long after the event was over in midst of celebrations was he notificed of the death of two young men at the event describing the feeling of “depressed state” and “it happened on our watch” ().
However, in a personal communication interview with the mother of Bourke who attended the 1988 event stated, “it was 7pm when a relief hotline was issued on TV to identify the bodies of two individuals, I was unaware if my son was a victim”. In a 1988 article published by the times it discussed police were hoping to identify the second victim by distinctive tattoos (Ellis, 1988).
Aftermath
An inquest took place and Monsters of Rock was postponed for a year with U.K officials identifying the cause of deaths to be accidental due to combination of weather conditions and slam dancing (Robertshaw and Sphar, 1988) with Chief Supt Dennis Clarke quoting “The crowd was boisterous but seemed in very good humour” (Ellis, 1988). However, it is discussed in Iron Maidens bibliography Maurice Jones, managing director had stated “and may happen again unless people respect fellow human beings” whilst referring that those involved in the crowd collapse possibly contributed to vandalism on site (Ingham, 2004) despite commenting on the inquest in a news article “Something went wrong, and I do not what” (Ellis, 1988). 
Ingham further discusses the press used this crisis to campaign against rock fans and even for all large outdoor festivals to be cancelled with false information of scapegoating blame to many of the bands who performed (Ingham, 2004), especially David Lee Roth with a news article calling out DLR for refusing to stop his set during the tragedy (Bruton, 1988). Throughout the inquest in 1989 and 1990 this crisis formulated a new guidance for health, safety and welfare during pop concerts and other events a commonly used practiced in event management now called ‘The Purple Guide.’ 

Conclusion
There were many contributing factors that resulted in the tragic death of two individuals and injured many at 1988 MOR. The researcher has identified poor crisis management and believes 
 poor communication between stakeholders and the importance of a control room, however consideration is granted as since 1988 event technology for communication has vastly improved even the power of mobile phone presences today would have prevented many families from worrying about event attendees at the event. 
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