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The English legal system is based on common law principles, which means that it relies on judicial decisions and legal precedents established by previous cases to guide future decisions. The English legal system is one of the oldest legal systems in the world. The English Common law has its roots in the medieval period and has evolved over the centuries through case law, judicial precedent, and legislation. Common law is a system of law developed by judges through their decisions, rather than through legislative statues or executive orders.
Under common law, judges are expected to consider previous court rulings in similar cases and apply legal principles established in those cases to the current case before them. This system ensures consistency and predictability in the law and helps to maintain a stable and reliable legal system. This system relies on the principle of stare decisis, which means “let the decision stand”. 
In addition to common law, the English legal system also relies on statutory law, which is law passed by Parliament. However, even statutory law may be interpreted and applied based on common law principles, as judges may look to previous court decisions to determine the meaning and scope of new legislation. 
Legislation is a set of laws passed by a governing body, such as a Parliament or Congress,  that outlines rules and regulations that must be followed by individuals, organisations, and governments. Legislation is created to address societal issues,  protect the public, and promote fairness and justice.  In many cases, legislation is closely tied to policies and practices. Policies are the guidelines and procedures that organisations and governments create to comply with legislation. Legislation can impact policies and practices in a number of ways. For example,  legislation may require that certain policies or practices be put in place, such as workplace safety regulations  or environmental protection,  such as discrimination or harassment. There are many different types of legislation,  including constitutional law, criminal law, civil law, administrative law and international law. Each type of legislation has its own set of rules and regulations that must be followed and different legal processes are used to enforce these laws.  
The common law system in England has evolved over centuries and has played a significant role in shaping the legal systems of other countries, including the United States and many commonwealth nations. It is based on the idea that legal principles and rules are established through judicial decisions and legal precedents established by previous cases, rather than through legislative statues or executive orders. Common law is different from civil law, which is a legal system based on a comprehensive legal code, as well as from religious and customary law. While Common law systems rely on judicial decisions and legal precedents, civil law systems rely more heavily on legislative statues and comprehensive legal codes. 
Common law is a legal system that is based on precedent, or past decisions made by courts, rather than on statues or codes. In common law, judges have the authority to make legal decisions based on their interpretation of prior cases and legal principles.  Common law in England has a long and complex history, dating back to the Middle ages. In 1066, William the Conqueror, a Norman Duke, invaded England and became king. He brought with him a legal system based on Roman law and customary, which gradually blended with the existing Anglo-Saxon legal system to create a new system of law known as the “common law”. In the 12th and 13th centuries, courts of common law began to emerge in England.  These courts were staffed by professional judges and were based on the principle of stare decisis or the idea that previous court decisions should be followed in future cases. Over time, the courts of common law developed a series of legal principles, such as the requirement of proof beyond a reasonable doubt in criminal cases and the principle of habeas corpus, which allowed individuals to challenge their detention by the state. In the 14th century, the king’s courts began to gain more power and influence and the common law became more centralised. The king’s courts began to develop a series of legal remedies,  such as writs, that allowed individuals to bring legal claims before the courts. In the 16th century,  the English Parliament began to pass statues,  or written laws, that supplemented and sometimes replaced the common law.  In the 17th and 18th centuries, a new legal system known as equity law emerged in England. This system was based on principles of fairness and justice, and allowed courts to issue injunctions and other remedies that were not available under the common law. Over time, the common law system developed and spread throughout the British Empire,  including to the United States,  Canada,  and Australia.  
One key feature of common law is the doctrine of stare decisis,  meaning “let the decision stare”, which required lower courts to follow the legal reasoning and principles established by higher courts in previous cases. This helped to ensure consistency and predictability in the law.
One of the key principles of common law is the use of precedent. Under this principle, judges are expected to follow previous decisions made in similar cases, in order to ensure consistency in legal rulings. This principle is intended to provide predictability in the legal system, so that individuals and businesses can have a clear understanding of their legal rights and obligations.

Another key principle of common law is the adversarial system of justice. In this system, the parties to a legal dispute present their arguments before a judge or jury, who then decide the outcome based on the evidence presented. This system is intended to ensure a fair and impartial resolution to legal disputes, as each party is given the opportunity to present their case.
The rule of law is a fundamental principle of the English legal system. It means that everyone is subject to the law. 
Finally, common law is characterized by a strong emphasis on individual rights and freedoms. This principle is reflected in the concept of the rule of law, which holds that everyone, including the government, is subject to the same laws and is entitled to the same legal protections. This principle is essential to the protection of individual rights and freedoms, and is a fundamental aspect of common law.
Common law continues to play an important role in modern legal systems, particularly in countries that have inherited the English legal tradition. In these countries, common law is often used alongside written laws, and is frequently relied upon in cases where the law is unclear or where there is no specific statute that applies.
Common law is also an important source of legal precedent in many countries, and is often used by judges to make decisions in cases where there is no specific law or statute that applies. This can be particularly useful in areas of law that are constantly evolving, such as technology and intellectual property.
In conclusion, common law is a legal system that has its roots in medieval England, and is characterized by the use of precedent, the adversarial system of justice, and a strong emphasis on individual rights and freedoms. This system has been adopted by many countries around the world, and continues to play an important role in modern legal systems. As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, it is likely that the principles of common law will continue to influence legal systems around the globe, and will remain an essential aspect of the rule of law. Its principles, including the rule of law, the adversarial system, and the doctrine of precedent, ensure that everyone is treated equally under the law, that both sides have a fair chance to present their case, and that previous court decisions are binding on lower courts. It has several sources of law, including common law, legislation, and European Union law. The court structure in the English legal  system  is hierarchical, with each court having its own jurisdiction and authority. The supreme court is the highest court in United Kingdom,  and the Court of Appeal is the Second highest court. 
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