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As a part of ‘The Reading Festival’ task I was asked to read and respond visually to the book ‘Candide’ by Voltaire. This is a book that was written in 1759, split into 30 chapters and written as a satire and picaresque novel. Through us of actual events and natural disasters, Voltaire tells a story of a young man, Candide, and his life. A main focus of this story is devoted to the daily battle of the folly of optimism. Candide’s scholar Pangloss teaches him that “everything is for the best in this best of possible worlds.” This is a used as a derision of Leibniz optimism throughout the book, then to conclude Voltaire advocates an apposing percept; 

'All I know,’ said Candide, ‘is that we must cultivate our garden.’ 
Voltaire confronts us with a contradiction that optimism taken too far becomes a fait. Optimism is useful in as much as it extends the range of our reason and purposeful creative action but when used as a substitute for either it becomes a means of self deception. Whether driven by hope or dissatisfaction, it is your will that compels you to act. As Voltaire reminds us at the end of Candide "We must cultivate our own garden." In the garden cause and effect are easy to determine, careful planting and cultivation yield good produce. The garden represents the cultivation and propagation of life. Using this as a basis of concept, I wanted to portray the folly of optimism within the garden. 
I believe that this as a percept, can really relate to our world today. On a daily basis we are faced with continuous natural disasters and the great hardship of the world and its ugly truths, we must find a way to ‘cultivate our own garden’ and know where and when to use optimism. It is not a rare lifestyle change now to try and live as plant based as possibly, with that in mind few have taken to going back to their garden and yielding their own food and even some living complete sustainable lifestyles off the land. I believe this connection between the very real situations we are dealt with and Voltaire’s percept is one that speaks to us all. 


Inspiration; 

http://www.davidspero.co.uk/settlements/

[image: http://www.davidspero.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Settlements-1030.jpg]



[bookmark: _GoBack]Research; 

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/candide

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/jul/01/candide-voltaire-rereading-julian-barnes

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2005/03/07/voltaires-garden

https://www.ted.com/talks/tali_sharot_the_optimism_bias/up-next
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